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Aat.  1.  The  titdttya^  ir  Guide ;  a  CtmtneMary  on  the  MuJJitl- 
mn  Laws,  Tranjlated  by  Order  tf  the  Governor-General  and 
Cokndl  of  Bengali  by  Charles  Hamltoni  In  Four  Volumes,  4t6« 
pp.  2471.  5I.  5s.  boards.  Kearfley*  '  London,  l79i< 

.  i  . 

THE  inhabitants  of  the  Britilh' territories  in  India  are  di« 
Tided  into  two  claifes^  namely,  the  MulTulmans  and  the 
Hindoos,  who  differ  from  each  other  in  their  religion,  cuftoms, 
’d  laws.  This  diveriity  of  inftitutions,  in  cafes  of  mutual  in> 
rferenci^  cannot  biit  greatly  afS^  tfie  civil  polity  of  the  coun-> 
/;  where  it  may  be  difficult  to  ‘determine  Iw  which  fyftem  of 
lifprudence  a  particular' cafe  ought'to.be  decided ;  and  it  would 
«iHll  more  difficult  to  preclude  diffatisfaftion  in  thofe  who 
onfidered  themfelves  as  the  vidims  of  partiality  and  injuftice. 
^0  obviate  fuch  prejudicial  effeds,  It  fortunately  happens;  that 
tere  the  interefts  of  thofe  two  different  tribes  clalh  in  the  fame 
ufi^  the  matter  is  generally  determined  by  ffie  principles  of 
e  Muflulman  law,  to  which  long  ufage,*  fupported  by  ffie-po* 
y  of  the  Mogul  goveriunent,  has  given  a  kind  of  prefcriptii'e 
periority.  This  circumftance  alone,-  however,  Cbuld  not  en- 
ly'diffipate  the  inconveniencies  with  which  the  Britilh  tri- 
m  had  to  ftruggle  in  the  difpenfatton  of  juftice  in  Ir^ia. 

gentlemen  who  were  appointed  to  fuperintend  the  pro- 
lings  of  the  courts,  having,  had  no  oj^iortunity  of  ftudying. 
languages  in  which  the  laws  ate  wrinen,  were  obliged,  -in 
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their  determinations,  to  be  guided  by  the  advice  of  the  native 
officers ;  men  fometimes  not  Efficiently  informed  to  be  capable 
of  judging,  and  generally  open  to  corruption.  Hence  appeared 
the  neceffity  of  eftablifhing  fome  certain  rules  by  which  the 
judges  might  be  enabled  to  decide  in  cafes  of  litigation,  without 
having  recourfe  to  the  intervention  of  fuch  erroneous  or  dubious 
authority.  With  this  view  a  compilation  was  formed,  under 
the  infpe^on  of  the  moft .learned  Pundits  (Hindoo  lawyers), 
containing  an  abftraft  of  the  Hindoo  laws,  the  tranflation  of 
which  into  Englilh  was  committed  to  Mr.  Halhed ;  and,  (hortly 
after  this  was  accompliflied,  a  number  of  the  principal  Moham¬ 
medan  profclTors  in  Bengal  were  employed  ,in  tranflating  from 
the  Arabic  into  the  Perfian  tongue  a  commentary  upon  the 
Muflulman  law,  under  the  name  of  the  Hedaya,  or  Guide;  a 
work  held  in  the  higheft  efteem  by  the  people  of  that  profeffion, 
and  the  Englilh  vcrnon  of  which  is  the  object  immediately  be. 
fore  Us. 

In  mentioning  thefe  tranfadlions,  fo  important  to  the  welfare 
.of  the  Britifti  government  in  India,  it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten 
that  they  took  place  during  the  vigilant  and  aufpicious  admi. 
nijiration  of  Mr.  Haftings,.  whofe  wiidom  planned,  and  whole 
vigour  carried  into  execution,  the  moil  falutary  meafuresfor 
^meting  the  aggrandifement,  and  fccuring  the  profperity,  of 
the.Britiih  empire  in  that  quarter. 

I'his  great  work,  entitled  the  Hedaya,  is  founded  on  the 
MuiTulman  law^  which  proceeds^  in  its  determinations,  upon 
two  grounds ;  the  text  of  the,  Koran,  and  the  Sonna,  or  oral 
hiw,  correfponding  with  the  Milhna  of  the  Jews.  It  com¬ 
mences  with  the  Zakat,  or  that  part  of  Indian  juri([M:udenc6 
which  rHates  to  the  alms  impofed  by  die  law,  in  oppofition  to 
the  Sadka,  or  voluntary  and  charitable  contributions  of  indivi¬ 
duals.  The  impoft  of  the  Zakat  originated  with  MohammeJ 
kimfelf,  who  at  firft  employed  the  revenue  ariling  from  it  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  difcrction,  in  the  fupport  of  his  needy  adherenBj 
but  the  oW61s  of  it  were  afterwards  afeertained  by  various  paf* 
fages'in  tne  Koran.  For  fome  generations  afrei  Mohamme 
this  impoft  was  regularly  cclledle^  and  faithfully  applied  to  it 
appointed  purpofes.  In  moft  Mu/Tulinan  territories  it  ftill  coc 
tinues  to  levied ;  but  the  original  objects  of  its  dilburfetneo 
have  bean  long  fmee  disregarded,  and  what  was  intended  as 
relief  to  the  poor,,  is  now,  even  in  die  beft  regulated  goven 
ments,'  carried  to  die  exchequer  of  the  prince )  who  endeavot^ 
to  fatisfy  bis  confcience  by  a  fort  of  commutation,  in  the  er^ 
lion  of  mofques,  or  the  fupport  of  a  few  indigent  and  idle  h 
l^ers  al^t  his  palace.  This  perverfton  of  4the  ancient 
tion,  though  dmerent  in  the  of  abufe,  refembles  too 
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tlie  general'  milkpfJication  of  the  poor-rates  in  our  own  country, 
and  affords  a  ftrong  argument  for  untvcrfally  guarding  againft' 
thefirft  encroachments  of  corruption  in  every  department  of  ci- 
fil  policy* 

The  Mohammedan  jurlfprudence  difcovers  a  fpirit  of  mode-, 
ration  with  regard  to  the  aircffment  of  the  Zakat ;  for  it  is  not 
levied  upon  a  man  againft  whom  there  are  debts  equal  to,  of 
exceeding,  the  aitiount  of  his  whole  property.  But  if  his  pro¬ 
perty  exceed  his  debts,  Zakat  is  due  upon  the  excefs.  The  va¬ 
rious  articles  upon' which  the  Zakat  is  levied,  and  the  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  tax  in  each  of  them  are  fpecified  with  a  clearnefs  and 
prccifion  which  mutt  greatly  facilitate  the  decifion  of  the  judges 
in  all  controvcrfies  relative  to  this  fubjecl. 

The  fecond  book  of  the  Hedaya  is  devoted  to  the  article  of 
marriage,  or  Nikkah,  a  word  which,  in  its  primitive  fenfe^ 
means  carnal  conjunction.  The  preliminaries  to  this  moft  im¬ 
portant  of  all  contracts,  are  ftated  in  terms  remarkably  fimple* 
No  provifion  is  made  for  the  execution  of  any  written  engage¬ 
ment;  no  particular  former  ceremony  is  preferibed ;  but  thd 
eficicncy  of  the  whole  is  made  to  depend  merely  upon  the  oral 
declarations  of  the  parties,  in  the  prefence  of  fufficient  witneffes. 
The  matrimonial  prohibitions  and  reftriClions,  in  the  Moham¬ 
medan  code,  bear  a  clofe  affinity  to  tlrofe  of  the  Levitical  law. 
Equality  with  regard  to  lineage  is  mentioned  as  indifpenfable  in 
this  eontraCf,  according  to‘  the  injunftion  of  the  prophet.  The 
reafon  affigned  for  this  regulation  is,'^  becaufe  the  defirable  ends 
of  marriage,  fuch  as  cohabitation,  fociety,  and  friend(hip,^can« 
lot  be  completely  enjoyed  excepting  by  perfons  who  are  each 
odiers  equals ;  as  a  woman  of  high  rank  and  family  would  ab¬ 
hor  (bcicty  with  a  mean  man*  It  is  requifite,  therefore,  by  the 
Mohammedan  law,  .that  regard  be  had  to  equality  with  refpeCt 
odie  hufband  \  that  is,  that  the  huiband  be  not  inferior  in  rank 
ohis  wife;  but  it  is  not  neceffary  that  the  wife  be  th^  equal  of 
itr  hofband,  iince  men  are  not  degraded  by  cohabitation  with 
romen  who  are  their  inferiors.  It  appears  that  this  confider- 
of  equality  extends  likewife  to  other  circumftanc?^,  as  we?l 
s  to  rank,  particularly  fortune  and  chara^er.  The  various  ar¬ 
id^  relative  to  marriage  are  minutely  ftated  in  the  commen- 
^yrand  from  the  whole  we  find,  that,  among  the  MufliiU 
women  are  invefted  with  many  perfonal  rights  and  inde- 
«ndent  privileges,  fuch  as  certainly,  in  fome  meafure,  compen- 
^  for  the  hard  conditions^  to  which  law  or  cuftom  has  fub- 
^  dse  female  fex  among  the  eaftern  nations*  Among  other 
^culiarities,  .which  muft  appear  ftrange  to  Europeans,  we 
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From  many  of  the  conditional  claules  inferted  in  the  laws  of 
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pie  of  the  Jews,  has  made  a  writing  tf 
ential,  at  lead  a  circumftance  which 
oming  to  omit.  In  the  perufal  of  this 
IS  circumftance  is  the  extreme  facility 


defeft 


►wing  *  an  interval  of  a  month 
or  mch  a  period  muft  have 

^in 

at  any  time  before 
*1  or  deed. 

The  hufband,  likewife,  unlefs  be 
prove  groft  mifbehaviour,  muft  give  up  the  dower.  But 


elapfed  as  affords  ample  room  for  refle£tion  and  repentance,  it 
cafes  of  anger  or  difguft }  and  a  reverfal  is,  ; 
the  expiration  of  that  term,  eftablifhed  by  either  word  or  deed 
denoting  a  reconciliation.  ' 
can  prove  groft  mifbehaviour,  muft  give  up  the  dower.  Bu 
the  moft  powerful  obftaclc  to  unjuft  or  capricious  repudiatioi 
is  that  part  of  the  law  which  provides,  that  if  a  wife  be  onci 
completely  divorced,  the  hufband  cannot  take  her  again,  und 
(he  be  previoufly  married  to,  bedded  with,  and  divorced  by, 
another  man.  To  this  regulation  chie^  is  owing  the  diflih 
which  obtains  againft  divorce  in  all  Mufliilman  countries, 
the  difhonour  attached  to  it  j  infomuch  that  the  inftanccs  of  i 
are  very  rare,  notwithftanding  the  liberty  which  is  permitted  b] 
the  law. 

,  The  fifth  book  relates  to  Ittak,  or  the  Manumiffion  of  Slavrt 
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die  law,  though  fome  paflages  which  occur  in  the 

prefent  treatife  concerning  them  are  direAly  repugnant  to  hu¬ 
manity  and  the  natural  rights  of  man.  We  are  not  to  form  our 
ideas  of  MulTuIman  flavery  from  the  treatment  experienced  by 
Chriftian  captives  among  the  barbarians  of  Tunis  and  Algiers. 
If  the  flaves  of  Muflulmans  appear,  by  their  condudt,  to  be  de- 
ferving  of  encouragement,  they  are  frequently  treated  rather  as 
humble  friends  and  confidants  than  as  fervile  dependents ;  and 
though  debarred  from  rifing  in  the  ftate,  often  amafs  a  degree 
of  wealth  which  enables  them  to  purchafe  their  freedoni. 

"  The  fixth  book  treats  of  Einrian,  or  Vows.  Oaths  have 
been  univerfally  held  as  the  moft  powerful  obligation  among 
mankind  j  and,  in  many  inftances,  they,  are  the  chieif  fecurity 
with  regard  to  important  tranfaftions.  Perjury,  therefore,  has 
in  all  communities  been  juftly  reprobated  as  a  moft  flagrant 
crime.  It  is  remarkable,  however,  that  the  Muflulman  law  has 
inftituted  no  particular  punifhment  for  this  fpecies  of  ofFence| 
except  in  the  cafe  of  Hander  j  the  legiflature  feeming  to  think 
the  apprehenfion  of  punifhment  in  a  futqre  ftate,  of  itfelf  fuffi- 
icicnt  to  reftrain  men  from  the  commii&on  of  this  crime.  This 
is  evidently  the  cafe  with  refpeft  to,  the  expurgatory  oaths  re¬ 
quired  of  accufed  or  fufp^fted  perfons.  In  matters  of  property, 
indeed,  the  magiftrate‘is  at  liberty  to  punifh  it  by  a  flight  dif-i 
cretionary  correftion  j  but  in  thofe  moft  enormous  inftances  of 
it  which  implicate  the  life  of  man,  the  only  ill  confequence  it 
induces,  on  difeovery,  is  a  fine,  in  proportion  to  the  blood  thus 
wijuftly  (bed  j  a  vf fy  frifling  ^Vpnement,  jt  muft  be  acknow-* 
Icdged. 

The  part  of  legiflation  detailed  in  the  fe^hth  book  is  that  of 
loodood,  or  punifhments.  This  book  treats  only  of  the  pu- 
lifhment  incurred  by  crimes  of  a  fpiritual  nature;  beginning 
nth  whoredom,  and  pointing  out  the  penalties  incurred  by  each 
[wies  of  illegal  connexion.  The  punifhment  for  adultery  is 
indoubtedly  fevere ;  but,  from  the  nature  of  the  evidence  re- 
liired,  itVas  next  to  impoffible  that  the  offence  fhould  ever  be 
Jljr proved,  even  among  the  tents  of  the  Arabs;  fo  that  the 
iftitution  ot  the  prefrribed  punifhment  was  in  a  great  meafurc 
ugatory,  except  in  cafes  of  confeffion  by  the  parties.  We 
W  in  this  book  with  fome  curious  matter  concerning  ^he  re- 
ofpeftiye  limitations  of  teftimony,  which  in  practice  extend  to 
1  cafes  of  criminal  accufation.  Much  likewife  occurs  con- 
irning  the  general  laws  of  evidepce,  which  may  not  be  deemed 
f'worthy  of  notice.  The  penalties  annexed  to  druhkennefs  ex- 
bit  a  degree  of  indulgence  with  regard  to  that  vice  which  we 
ould  fcarcely  expeft  to  find  in  a  Muflulman  law*book ;  as  it 
appears  that  a  man  may  of&nd  in. this  way,  even  toT  a 
/  X  3  cpnficicrabiq 
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confiderable  degree,  without  any  danger  of  legal  cognizance. 


Slander,  as  treated  in  the  prefent  book,  comprehends  all  ex- 
preffions  which  may  either  atFect  the  reputation  of  a  man  or  wo. 
man  previoufly  potfeiTed  of  a  fair  charadler,  or  the  legitimacy  of 
their  iiTue ;  and  the  punifhment  has,  added  to  it,  an  ctteQ 
equally  juft  and  politic,  namely,  incapacitating  the  flanderer 
from  appearing  as  an  cadence  on  any  future  occafion.  Wc 
cannot  but  remark  the  extraordinary  indulgence  (hewn  to  flaves 
in  fubjcfling  them,  for  all  fpiritual  offences,  to  only  half  the  pu- 
nifhmcnt  of  freemen.  The  rcafons  affigned  for'  this  lenity 
evince  an  uncommon  degree  of  confidcration  and  fympathy  for 
the  ftate  of  bondage. 

The  fubje£l  of  me  eighth  book  is  Larciny,  or,  as  it  is  termed 
in  the  Iledaya,  Saraka;  with  regard  to  which,  the  uniform  pu- 
nifhment  is  the  amputation  'of  a  limb,  unlcfs  the  a<ft  has  b^ii 
surcompanied  with  murder,  in  which  cafe  the  offender  forfeits 
his  life,  by  the^law  of  retaliation.  Many  arguments  might  be 
adduced  againft  the  law  of  mutilation,  both  as  being  repugnant 
to  humanity,  and  eventually  injurious  to  the  ftate.  It  is,  how¬ 
ever,  the  only  method  exprefsly  authorifed  by  the  Koran,  fo 
the  preliminary  difeourfe,  the  very  intelligent  tranflator  inti- 
mates  an  opinion,  that,  confidering  the  force  of  religious  pre¬ 
judice,  and  the  cffcdl  of  long' habit,  it  may  perhaps  appear  un- 
ad  vifable  to  introduce  any  bafty alteration  in  the  penal  jurlfdidion 
in  this  particular.  There  is,  indeed,  the  more  force  in  this 
obfervation,  as  the  Gentoo  laws,  with  refpedJ:  to  theft,  are 
ftrlftly  analogous  to  the  Muffulman,  in  awarding  mutilation 
under  certain  circumftances.  ‘  But  we  are  convinced,  that  in  no 
department  of  polity  is  ihereiefs  d^ger  to  be  apprehended  from 
innovation,  than  in  altering  the  puniftiment  of  any*  public, 
oftence ;  as  the  crime  is  a  voluntary  aft,  which  may  be  avoided,] 


and  none  but  wilful  delinquents  can  ever  be  objefts  of  the 
penalty. 

The  ninth  book  is  occupied  with  the  Inftitutes.  This  divifion 
of  the  work  contains  a  chjef  part  of  what  may  be  propcrlv 
termed  the  political  ordinances  of  Mohammed,  and  ap|>ears  to 
be  ufeful  both  in  an  hiftorical  and  legal  view.  In  the  former,  it 
feryes"  to  explain  the  principles  upon  which  the,  Arabians  pr'> 
ceeded  in  their  firft  ccuKjuefts  (and  in  which  they  have  te' 
ifmitated  by  all  fucceffive  generations  of  Mufliilmans) ;  and  i 
the  latter,  as  many  of  the  rules  laid  down,  with  refpeft  to  fubjii^ 
gated  countries;,  continue  to  prevail  in  all  of  that  deferiptioni 
we  prefeiu  day.  It  is  an  article  in  thefc  Inftitutes,  that  infii 
muft  be  called  to  the  foith,  previous  to  making  war  upon  the® 
yet  if  infidels  be  attacked  and  (lain  without  the  obfervance 
this  Injunftion,  no  puniihment  is  incurred  by  the  aggref^ 
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U^y  other  inftances  of  apparent  inconAftencv  are  to  be  fou^ 
in.thc  Mahommedan  Inftitutes ;  a  ftrong  proot,  if  any  were  ne- 
celTary,  of  the  capricious  and  flu<f^uating  policy  which  adluated 
the  celebrated  prophet. 

As  univerfal  dominion  was  the  great  objedi  which  he  purfued^ 
we  may  well  fuppofe  that  his'  legiflative  precepts  were  bettef 
calculated  to  promote  rapidity  of  egnqueft,  than  fecure  the  fu¬ 
ture  happinefs  and  tranquillity  of  the  nations  .which  he  might  be 
.enabled  to  fubdue.  A  bold  and  decifive  fpirit,  however,  he  cer¬ 
tainly  manifefted  in  his  imperial  capacity;  and  though  there  is 
rea^p^  to  think  that  his  political  inititutions,  without  the  aid  of 
religious  prejudice,  by  which  they  are  powerfully  enforced,  nauft 
have  proved  extremely  weak  barriers  againft  the  paffions  of  an 
cntbuliaftic  and  vidlorious  foldiery;  yet  the  interned  quiet  which 
the  Mohammedans  continue  to  enjoy  under  the  influence  of  lus 
injundtions,  feems  to  confirm  the  opinion  . that  his  political  fyf- 
tern  is  not  unhappily  adapted  to  the  climates  and  difpofltions  of 

In  our  next  number  wc  fhall  conclude  the  account  of  this 
work,  jwhich,  we  may  obferve  in  the,  mean  time,  is  tranflated 
in  the  moft  perfpicuous  manner,  and,  we  doubt  not,  with 
fidelity. 

To  bi  continued*  ] 


Art.  II.  A  View  of  England  towards  the  Clofe  of  the  Eighteenth 
Century.  By  Fred.  Aug.  JVendehorn^  LL.P/  Ts  anjlated from 
the  Original  German^  by  the  Author  himfelf.  In  Two  Volumes. 
8vo.  pp.  930,  both'vols.  I2S.  boards.  Robinfons.  Lpn- 
don,  1791.  ‘ 

•the  original  of  this  work,  we  are?  informed,  made  its  ap- 
*  pearance  in  Germany  about  five  years  ago :  it  was  much 
read  upon  the  continent,  and  has  been  tranflated  into  other  lan^ 
guages,  in  which  it  has  been  every  where  well  received.  The 
author,  however,  entertained  not  the  moft  diftant  idea  of  its 
ever  being  tranflated  into  Englifli,  far  lefs  of  performing  the 
office  of  iranflator  himfelf ;  but  learning  that  the  talk  was  about 
to  be  undertaken  by  other  perfons,  he  refolved  to  anticipate  a 
defign  which  might  not  only  prove  injurious  to  his  intcrefts,  but 
likewife  to  his  reputation  as  an  author ;  and  he  accordingly  took 
upon  himfelf  ‘the  accomplifliment  of  the  verfion.  That  he  has 
executed  it  with  fidelity,  there  can  be  no  doubt ;  and  we  may 
»dd,  widi  a  propriety  of  language  extremely  uncommon  in  a 
foreigner.  -  ' 

pr.  Wendeborn,'  we  find,  came  over  to  this  ebuntry  at  the 
of  twenty-fivcji  and  has  refided  in  the  capital  for  nearly  two- 

X  4  '  ^nd. 
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and'twenty  years,  as  the'mintfter  of  a  German  congregation, 
which  ereoed  a  ^apel  for  him  on  purpofe.  That  he  is  a  man 
'of  imidi  perfonal  obfervation,  and  nas  diligently  applied  himfelf 
to  the  belt  fources  of  national  intelligence,  is  evident  from  the 
'Work  now  before  us.  The  original,  therefore,  cannot  but  have 
conveyed  virv  interefting  information  to  foreigners,  who  had 
never  before  oeen  fupplied  with  any  accurate  or  extenfive  ac¬ 
count  of  this  country.  To  £nglim  readers,  however,  ^  com- 
]^ete  tranflation  would  have  been  unneceflary;  and,  for  thii 
reafon,  the  author  has  very  properly  omitted  leveral  paffaees 


^  which  falls  through  the  windows,  and  which  in  London,  dur- 
^  ing  the  winter,  is  mixed  with  no,  fmall  portion  of  darknefs, 
*  muft  be  paid  for/  In  this  remark  Dr.  Wendeborn  feems  to 
have  adopted  the  irony  of  M.  de  Loitne  ;  but  we  readily  c*xcufc 
sn  author  for  a  tranfient  Tally,  when  we  find  that  he  feldom  gives 
place  to  a  capricious  or  frivolous  obfervation. 

The  demands  of  government,  and  the  national  debt,  it  is 
obferved,  have,  within  thefe  tv^enty  years^  fo  mych  increafed, 
that  the  inventive  powers  of  the  mihifters  of  finances  feemed 
frequently  to  be  at  a  (land,  as  if  they  were  exhaufted.  For  this 


tions  of  the  minifter.  A  difappointment  in  the  produce  evQi 
of  fome  of  the  old  taxes  may  doubtlefs  occafionaily  happen  \  but 
this  is  not  a  frequent  obfervation ;  and,  notwithftanding  fuch 
occurrences,  it  is  certain  that  experience,  in  many  cafes,  con¬ 
firms  the  propriety  of  increafing  an  old  tax,’  when  not  of  a  bur- 
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t  The  £ngli(h  funds  have  been  long  ago  looked  upon  as  uncer* 
ttio;  and  thofe  who  buy  in,  do  it  always  on  a  fonpofition  ^at  they 
can  fell  out  again>  if  any  danger  (hould  prcfent  itielf;  Yet^  hitherto^ 
both  Britilh  iubjeiEls  and  foreigners  have  not  heiitated  to  place  their 
money  in  thein»  becaufe  the  confidence  in  the  riches  of  the  nation 
has  been  greats  and  the  intereil  or  dividends  have  been  paid«  hitherto^ 
very  regularly^  without  any  dedi^flion  whatever.  Beii4e$»  if  any 
bony  wants  the  whole  or  part  of  his  capital  back  again,  to  difpofe  of 
Itbtherwife,  he  can  fell  out  almoft  whenever  he  pleafes,  without 
trouble,  fubmitting^only  to  the  variations  of  the  market  price.  Thcfe 
are  undoubtedly  great  conveniences,  which  thofe  feldom  meet  with 
that  lend  out  their  money  to  individuals,  or  on  common  or'perfon^ 
feebrity.^  The  intereil  of  the  creditor  is  likewife  fecure  as  long  af 
the  taxes  are  fuilicicntly  produAive,  and  government  can  lend  the 
necefiary  millions  to  the  bank  for  the  payment  of  the  half-yearly  di¬ 
vidends.  But  ihould  the  time  come,  when  it  is  not  able  to  do  this^ 
orb  obliged  in  time  of  war  to  appropriate  the  money,  which  was  in- 
leaded  to  pay  the  creditors  their  intereft,  to  the  ncceffary  expences  of 
the  ftate,  the  credit  then  is  gone,  at  lead  for  a  (hort  time,  and  the 
national  bankruptcy  is  declared.  1  have  feen  Englifhmen  who  can¬ 
not,  or  will  not,  perfuade  themfelves  of  the^'pofiibility  that  fuch  an 
event  not  only  might,  but  at  lail  mutt  happen,  and  think  that  all 
England  would  be  undone,  if  it  (hould  ever  take  place.  They,  how¬ 


ever,  do  not.coniider,  that  the  number  of  thofe  who  have  money  in 
the  funds  is  calculated  at  25,000  ;  that  about  17,000  are  fald  to  be 
Britilh  fubjedts,  the  reft  foreigners;  and  that  comparing  thefc  wich 
the  whole  of  the  inhabitants  of  Great* Britain  and  Ireland,  which  are 
reckoned  at  about  twelve  millions,  the  number  of  fulFerers,  if  the 
flate  (hould  become  infolvent,  is,  comparatively  fpeaking,  but  very 
fmall.  Befides,  it  does  not  follow,  that  in  cafe  the  ftate  cannot  raife, 
by  taxes,  ten  millions  to  pay  the  intereft  due  to  the  creditors,  that  a 
total  infolvcncy  (hould  ehfue.  Suj^fing  thaT even  no  more  than  fix 
millions,  without  overburdening  the  riauon;  could  annually  be  raifed, 
to  fatisfy  the  creditors  in  paying  their  dividends,  they  ought  to  be 
fatisfied  with  that,  and  every  one  of  them*,  ‘1  believe,  would,  in  fuch 
an  inftance,  readily  fubmit  to  a  compofition.  Each  creditor  of  the 
date  would  lofe  in  proportion,  fo  much  of  the  capital  of  which  he  is 
po^elTcd  in  the  funds,  as  would  reduce  ttie  whole  of  the  national  debt 
to  fuch  a  ftandard,  that  fix  millions,  annually  raifed  by  taxes,  would 
be  fufiicient  to  pay  the  intereft.  Every  man  in  his  fenfes  may  eafily 
convince  himfelf,  ^hat  it  is  an  abfolu^  impoifibility  ever  to  pay  off 
thi|  enormous  national  debt ;  and  1  do  not  know  whether  it  would 
uot  be, the  bed  means  that  an  enterprifing  minifter  could  adopt,  to  do 


|he  nation  an  efiential  fervice,  if  he,  with  the  confent  of  parliament, 
declared  the  infolvcncy,  and  ptopofed  a  compofition.  By  fuch  a 
meafure  he  would  eafe  millions  of  a  grievous  burthen,  he  would  difpel 
the  anxieties  of  thoufands,  he  would  relieve  the  induftrious,  and  bring 
thofe  who  live  in  idlenefs  and  affluence,  at  the  labour  and  expence  of 
others,  10  a  greater  degree  of  equality  writh  the  rell  of  the  community. 
Thw  is  no  ground  for  apprebenfioo  that  fuch  a  method  reducing 


I 


330  WcndebornV  View  of  England, 

the  national  debt  would  annihilate  the  credit  of  government. 
the  three  hundredth  thoofandtli  part  of  the  fubjeAs  of  Great-Britain 
have  any  concern  in  the  public  funds;  and  chofe  who  have  but  little 
in  thejDt  would  be  indemnified  for  their  lofs  by  the  redudion  of 
taxes,  and  in  confequencc  of  the  deamefs  of  living.  Thofe  who  live 
tn  aAuence  from  their  income  out  of  the  public  funds,"  would  derive 
the  feme  advantage,  and  have  perhaps  fufficiently  left  to  live  in  a 
.decent  manner,  though  their  capital,  and  confequcntly  their  interell, 
were  reduced  to  two-thirds,  or  one  half  anly,  of  what  they  hai 
^fore.’ 

% 

We  can.by  no  means  agree  with  Dr.  Wendeborn^  either  in 
the  opinion  he  intimates  of  the  impradicability  of  difeharging 
the  public  debt,  or  the  propriety  of  the  defperate  mode  by  whicli 
propofes  to  extinguifh  it.  The  fituation  of  Europe,  at  the 

{►refent  time,  certainly  holds  forth  a  flattering  profped  of  the 
□ng  continuance  of  fuch  halcyon  days  as  may  enable  an  eco. 
noniicstl  rptnifter  to  make  even  more  than  a  moderate  progrei 
in  the  liquidation  of  the  public  iiKumbrances.  With  refpedto 
a  nation^  bankruptcy,  which  the  author  confiders  as  an  event 
that  would  be  produdive  of  no  public  commotion,  we  have 
jeaibn  to  hope  with  confidence,  that  .the  ijuftnefs  of  his  opinion 
will  never  be  brought  to  the  teft  of  experiment.  The  national 
feith  is  an  objeft  too  facred  to  admit  of  being  queftioned ;  and 
till  the  private  interefts  and  paffions  of  men  Ihall  univerfally  give 
w^y  to  the  moft  exalted  principles  of  patriotifra,  it  would  be  in 
vain  to  expedt  that  fo  daring  a  violation  as  die  author  fuggefts, 
could  ever  be  perpetrated  with  impunity. 

In  treating  of  the  provifion  for  the  poor,  Dr.  Wendeborn 
feems  to  have  made  himlblf  well  acquainted  wdth  the  numerous 
productions  on  that  fubjecl;.  and  his  reflexions  are  proportion- 
;iWy  judicious.  He  obferves,  that  in  1773  the  poor-rates 
amounted  to  the  enormous  lum  of  three  millions.  Fhat  this 
public  grievance,  which  calls  lb  loud  for  redrefs,  might  be  greatly 
reduced  by  the  introduXion  of  wholefome  regulations,  w'e  ‘can¬ 
not  entertain  the  fmalleft  doubt;  but  perhaps  our  author  carries 
his  ideas  of  ^  reform,  in  the  following  fentence,  to  too  great  an 
extent :  ^ 

•  lam/  fays  he,  *  almoft  of  opinion  with  Dr;  Franklin,  that  this 
enormous  fum,  collected  annually  for  the  poor  in  England,  increafo 
their  number  as  well  as  their  wretchednefs ;  and  that,  *  perhaps,  it 
might  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation  if  poor-rates  were  entirely  abo- 
liihed,  and  the  diflribution  of  charities  left  to  every  man’s  own  dif- 
cretion.’ 

The  ftate  of  population,  commerce,  and  manufactures,  o: 
England,  are  next  the  fubjeft  of  obfervation.  Whether  popu- 

tatidn  has  decreafed  lince  the  end  of  the  laft  century,  as  afiirmtt 
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bf  Dr*  Price,  or,  on  the  contrary,  has  increa&d,  as  confidendy 
jfrrted  by  bis  antagonifts,  our  author  does  not  venture  to  de« 
(ermine }  but  we  cannot  hefitate  in  admitting  fuperior  validity 
to  the  arguments  of  thofe  who  contend  for  augmented  popula* 
don,  though  we  join  with  Dr.  Wendeborn  in  thinking,  ^at  a 
fubje61  fo  much  controverted  ought  to  be  brought  to  the  teft  of 
pxperijnent. 

Our  author  obferveS)  that  it  is  impoffible  to  dr^w  an  exa^ 
balance  of  Engliflj  commerce,  becaufe  every  thing  refpeding  h; 
is  founded  upon  probability  only.  Thofe  who  make  calcula¬ 
tions  relative  to  this  fubjedl  draw  inferences  from  the  courfe  of 
change,  from  the  calculation  of  foreign  money,  and  from  ac¬ 
counts  of  importation  and  exportatipn.  As  to  the  lirft,  hg 
thinks  that  very  little  can  be  inferred  from  the  courfe  of  ex¬ 
change,  fince  it  depends  fo  much  on  tricks,  on  accidents,  and 
yarious,  not  always  very  honourable,  means  which  are  ufed  to 
raife  or  to  lower  it,  As  to  the  fecond,  no  foreign  money  cir- 
oulates  in  England  at  prefent,  from  which,  in  regard  to  ex¬ 
portation,'  any  pofitive  conclufion  can  be  drawn.  There  re¬ 
main,  therefore,  only  the  cuftom-houfe  books  as  guides  to  find 
otit  the  moll  probable  balance  of  trade.  But  even  thefe  acr 
counts  are  not  without  objedlions,  and  confequently  not  altoge¬ 
ther  to  be  depended  bn.  Our  author,  however,  delivers  fuch 
an  account  of  the  balance  of  trade  between  England  and  foreign 
countries  as  his  refearchej  have  enabled  him  to  procure ;  and 
his  general  ftatenrient,  which  appears  to  be  well  founded,  is  highly 
fo  the  advantage  of  this  country.  * 

After  the  fiiHcfts  of  inquiry  abovementioned,  we  meet  with 
an  account  of  London,  which  the  author  has  extended  to  great 
length,  with  the  view,  no  doubt,  of  gratifying  the  curiofity  of 
his  countrymen  in  regard  to  the  Britifli  capital.  -But  though 
this  may^prove  an  interefting  part  of  the  work,  in  the  German 
edition,  it  feems  lefs  calculated  to  excite  thb  attention  of  Englifti 

I  .  .  '  '  o 

readers. 

The  author  next’ treats  of  the  character  of  the  Englifc,  which 
hedeferibes  with  candour,  and  a  variety  of  judicious  obferva- 
tion ;  differing,  in  feveral  particulars,  from  the  reprefentation  of 
foreign  writers,  and  in  feme  from  thofe  of  the  Englilh  them- 
felves.  '  \  In  my  opinion,^  fays  he,  ‘  the  Englilh,  of  all  cul- 
'  tivated  nations,  approach  the  neared  to  the  chara6lcr  of  what 
‘  man,  in  reality,  ought  to  be;  and  this,  I  think,  is  their  chief 
‘  chara6ierillic.* 

On  the  date  of  literature  in  general,  our  author  makes  many 
pertinent  obfervations ;  giving  afterwards  an  ^account  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  London,  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  the  Royal 
Society  of  Edinburgh,  and  fchools  and  univeriities.  From  ihc 
‘  ‘  confideration 
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confidcration  of  thefc  fubjefts  he  proceeds  to  the  ftate  of  arts  in 
Enghind ;  under  which  head  he  gives  an  account  of  painting, 
engravu^,'  fculpture,  architedhire,  gardening,  mufic,  and  the 
ftage.'  The  laft  fubje£t  of  his  obfervations  is  the  ftate  of  re¬ 
ligion,  concerning  which  his  information  appears  to  be  likewife 
extenftve.  Even  the  Glaffites  and  Sandemonians  have  not  ef- 
caped  his  inquiry. 

On  the  whole,  this  work  bears  indifputable  marks  of  diligent 
refearch  and  judicious  obfervation.  The  author  feems  to  be 
actuated  by  no  propenfity  towards  either  panegyric  or  cenfure; 
but  delivers  his  opinion  according  as  it  ought  to  be  formed 
from  the  refult  of  his  own  experience,  or’ the  moft  authentic 
channels  of  written  and  auricular  information. 


Art.  in.  A  Tour  from  Gibraltar  to  Tangier^  Sallety  Mcgodori^ 
Santa  Cruz,  '  Tarudant ;  and  thence,  ever  Mount  Atlas,  to  Mo¬ 
rocco  :  including  a  particular  Account  of  the  Royal  Harem, 

By  JVillam  Lemprtere,  Surgeon,  pp.  464.  8vo.  js,  boards, 
Printed  for  the  Author  j  ,^4  fold  by  Walter,  London.  1791. 


£  Cotfcluded.  ] 


1  N.our  laft  we  gave  fome  account  of  the  author's  journey  from 
Tangier  to  Tarudant,  and  of  the  manners  of  the  people  in 


Tangier  to  Tarudant,  and  of  the  manners  of  the  people  in 
the  difterent  places  through  which  he  paiTed.  On  arriving  at 
Tarudant  he  .was  introduce  to  the  prince,  whbm  he  ‘  found 
«  fitting  crofs-legged  on  n  mattrafs  covered  with  fine  white 
*  linen,  npd  placed  on  the  flpor.’  The  prince  addrefled  him 
* ‘with  the  falutation.  You  are  a  good  doctor  j  the  Englifli  arc 
‘  good  i*  and  then  defired  him  to  examine  the  ftate  of  the  dif- 
order  which  he  had  been  font  for  to  remove.  This  was  of  fuch 
a  nature  that  Mr.  Lempriere  could  not  undertake  to  cure  it,  nor 
would  he  flatter  the  prince  even  with  the  hopes  of  a  cure ;  but 
be  propofed  that  his  patient  fttould  fubmit  to  a  certain  mode  of 
treatment  for  the  fpace  of  two  months,  at  the-  end  of  which 
tin»e  he  would  be  able  tp  determine  the  extent  of  the  relief  that 
could  be  afforded.  To  this  the  prince  afl'eiited for  he  feems 
to  have  had  a  more  favourable  opinion  of  Mr.  Lempriere’s  me¬ 
dical  fkiU  than  his  attendants  entertained.  'I’hc  author  having 
fhaved  hknfelf  before  vifiting  the  prince,  one  of  the’  attendants 
obferved,  that  he  was  too  young  to  be  an  able  phyfician,  as  he 
had  no  beard;  another  remarked,  that, he  had  put  powder  in  his 
hair  to  difguife  his  age ;  while  a  third  infifted  that  .t^e  hair  was 
not  his  own,  Hovyevpr,  norwitbftandin^  y^ious  infinuatior,s' 
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tt)'the  prqudice  of  Mr.  Lempriere,  the  prince  perfevered  in  the 
plan  of  ueatment  he  had  recommended. 

In  one  of  the  excurfions  which  the  author  frequently  madtf 
Into  the  country,  he  met  with  the  Cadiy  or  judge  of  the  town* 
hi  viewing  the  human  fpecies  in  nearly  its  favage  ftate,  it  is 
plealing  to  find  inftances  tending  to  prove  that  the  nature  of 
man  is  not  originally  bad,  fince  the  milder  virtues  of  humanity, 
which  adorn  civilifed  life,  and  which  are  heightened  by  the  cul¬ 
tivation  of  literatui^e  and  the  arts,  are  fometimes  found  to  flourilh 
in  full  vigour  in  the  lead  polifhed  ftate  of  ibciety.  Our  readers 
will  immediately  recolle<£t  the  inhabitants  of  the  Pelew  idands. 
The  following  inftances  of  very  amiable  qualities  exifting 
among  a  people  more  barbarous,  more  wretchedly  favage  than 
they,  and  from  whofe  general  charaftcr  we  turn  with  averfion, 
may  probably  be  perufed  with  pleafure : 

*  I  found  the  Cadi,’  fays  our  author,  Mo  be  a  venerable  old  man* . 
of  about  feventy  years  of  age,  whofe  beard  was  become  perfedUy 
white,  and  whofe  countenance,  though  doubtlefs  altered  by  time,  yet 
nil  retained  a  great  expreiTion  of  vivacity  and  fenfe,  mixed  with 
wore  apparent  goodnefs  of  heart  than  any  I  had  feen  in  the  country. 
He  i^eivcd  me  with  the  greateft  refpeft,  and  expreffed  his  gratitude 
for  my  vifit  in  a  manner  that  appeared  ftrongly  marked  with  fiu- 
ccriiy.  He  feemed  fully  aware  that  his  complaint  was  merely  a  de¬ 
cay  of  nature,  and  only  wilhed  me  to  adminifter  fomething  to  hioi 
which  might  palliate  his  moft  urgent  fymptoms.  With  a  great  (hare 
of  feeling  he  expatiated  on  the  inconveniencies  1  muft  undergo,  from 
being  at  fo  great  a  diftance  from  my  friends,  and  in  a  part  of  the 
world  where  the  manners  of  the  people  were  fo  different  ftom  what  I 
had  been  accuflomed  to,  exprefliog  his  wifh  at  the  fame  time  to  ren¬ 
der  me  every  fervice  that  a  perfon  in  his  lituation  could  offer.  Such 
an  uncommon  fliare  of  fenfibility  and  refle<ftion,  from  one  whefe 
countrymen  are  in  general  in  a  very  fmall  degree  removed  from  a  fa¬ 
vage  ftate,  excited  in  me  a  warm  defire  of  rendering  my  patient  a 
fervice.  Among  the  many  queftions  he  put  me,  he  alked  what  wal 
caftomary  for  our  judges  in  England  to  receive  as  a  reward' for  their 
favices.  Upon  my  informing  him,  the  Cadi  was  in  perfeA  aflonifii^ 
Qent.  *  Good  God!’  he  exclaimed,  ^  the  emperor  allows  me  onl/ 
£fty  ducats  (about  twelve  pounds  fterling)  a  year!’ 

The  other  inftance  Is  equally  pleafing : 

•  In  the  courfe  of  my  vifits  to  the  prince,  I  occafionally  met  with 
two  Moors,  one  of  whom  had  been  in  Italy  for  feme  time,  and  the 
other  in  England,  who  could  fpeak  a  little  of  the  Englifh  language. 

1  mention  thefe  men  not  only  from  motives  of  gratitude,  but  alfo  to 
wince,  that  it  is  by  improving  the  mind,  and  by  converfing  with  re¬ 
ined  and  civilifed  people  only,  that  we  are  able  to  conquer  illiberal 
prejudices.  From  an  impulfe  of  benevolence,  for  it  could  proceed 
from  no  other  motive,  fince  they  had  not  received  the  fmalleft  favour 
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from  me»  they  in  a  (hort  time  contraf^ed  fo  warm  a  friendfhip  ibf 
me,  that  had  I  been  their  ncareft  relation  they  could  not  have  (hewn 
it  in  a  Itronger  mauner  than  1  experienced* 

*  1  hey  not  only  exprefled  their  diftrefs  at  feeing  me  in  a  country 
where  1  muft  be  continually  fubjeA  to  infult,  and  where  the  manner' 
of  living  mufl  be  fo  very  different  from  that  to  which  they  knew,  by 
their  own  experience,  1  had  been  accuftomed,  but  they  alfo  took  me 
to  their  houles,  introduced  me  to  their  wives,  and  defired  them  to 
take  the  fame  care  of  me  as  of  their  own  family*  This  was  not  all* 
they  urged  me  to  allow  one  of  them  to  go  into  fome  other  apartments] 
which  they  could  obtain  from  the  prince,  and  almofi  infilled  upoq 
xny  accepting  of  theirs.  To  this  friendly  propofal,  however,  I  could 
BOC  accede*  Indeed  1  was  in  daily  expeflation  .of  taking  poiTeffion 
of  the  apartments  prqmifed  me  by  the  prince;  and,  had  it  been  other* 
wife,  1  could  never  have  intruded  fo  much  upon  theirTriendfliip  as 
to  have  confented  to  this  requell.  They  continually,  however, 
obliged  me  to  accept  of  tea  and  fugar,  and  many  other  articles, 
which,  from  their  fcarcity  at  Tarudant,  were  very  valuable.  Of 
money  they  knew  I  was  not  in  want,  as  I  drew  upon  Mr.  Hutchin- 
fon’s  agent  for  that  article ;  but  of  thofe  little  rarities  which  they 
frequently  fent  to  the  prince,  I  was  always  kindly  compelled  to  take 
my  (hare.  Had  thefe  two  cftimable  perfons  received  all  the  advan* 
uges  of  a  liberal  education,  what  an  ornament  would  they  have 
proved  to  focieiy,  and  of  what  extenfive  utility  to  their  nation!* 


From  the  remedies  preferibed  by  Mr.  Lempriere  the  difordcr 
of  the  prince  began  to  abate*  ^  This  occafioned  fo  great  a  de¬ 
gree  of  confidence,  as  toJnduce  the  prince  to  admit  him  into 
his  Harem,  where  there  were  feveral  ladies  who  had  occafion 
for  his  fervices*  The  Harem,  is  the  place  where  the  women 
refide,  and  is  different  from  the  Seraglio,  which  properly  means 
a  palace.  The  account  which  he  gives  of  the  Harem  of  the 
prince  at  Tarudant,  and  of  the  emperor  at  Morocco,  though 
fufficiently  entertaining,  cannot  cafily  be  abridged;  yet  we  will 
give  the  following  extradi,  with  a  view  rather  to  excite  than  to 
gratify  the  curiofity  of  the  reader : 


^  Moft  of  the  women  in  the  Harem  were  under  thirty  years  of  agf* 
of  a  corpulent  habit,  and  of  a  very  aukward  gait.  Their  knowledge 
of  courfe,  from  having  led  a  life  of  total  fcclufion  from  the  world) 
was  entirely  confined  to  the  occurrences  in  their  Harem ;  where,  as 
they  were  flowed  a  free  accefs  to  each  other,  they  converfed  upoQ 
fach  fubjedls  as  their  uninformed  underfiandings  ferved  to  furaiih 
them  with*  They  are  never  fuffered  to  go  out  out  by  an  exprefs  or¬ 
der  from  the  prince ;  and  then  only  when  removing  from  one  phe^ 
of  rcfidencc  to  another*  I  in  general  found  them  extremely  igno¬ 
rant,  proud,  and  vain  of  their  perfons,  even  to  a  degree  which  bor^ 
dcred  upon  childiihnefs*  Among  many  ridiculous  queftions,  thef 
alked  my  interpreter  if  I  could  read  and  write;  upon  being  anfwered 

ID  the  a^nuuvCj  they  expreifed  the  ulmoft  furprife  and  admiration 
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lithe  abiliiies'of  the  Chriftians#  There  was  not  one  among  iheai 
who  could  do  cither ;  thefe  rudiments  of  learning  are,  indeed,  only 
the  lot  of  a  few  of  iheir  men,  who  on  that*  account  are  named  'l  albs^ 
or  expl^i^^ers  of  the  Mahometan  law. 

<  Where  the  nriore  folid  and  ufeful  accompli (hments  arc  kail  cul- 
uvated,  a  taile  is  often  found  to  prevad  for  thofe  which  are  purely 
ornamental  and  frivolous.  .Thefe  devoted  vidims  of  libidinous  plea- 
fuit  received  a  daily  leflbn  of  mufc,  by  order  of  the  prince,  from  a 
Moor  who  had  paUbd  fome  little  time  in  London  and  Italy,  where  he 
had  acquired  a  fligljt  knowledge  of  that  fcience.  I  had  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  being  prefent  at  one  of  thefe  performances,  but  cannot  fay  1 
received  much  amufement,  in  a  mufical  view,  from  my  vifiu  It  wm. 
a  concert  vocal  and  inilrumental :  the  ipilruroents  uied  upon  this  oc« 
cafion  were  the  mandoline,  a  kind  of  violin  with  only'  two  llrirgs 
and  the  tabor.  The  principal  objeft  in  their  performar.ee  feemed  to 
I  be  noife ;  it  was  without  the  leaft  attention  to  melody,  variety^  or 
tofte,  and  was  merely  drawing  out  a  wild  and  melanc^Iy  ftrain. 

*  Convcrfaiion,  however,  forms  the  principal  entertainment  m 
thefe  gloomy  retirements.  When  I  vifited  the  Harem,  1  never 
found  the  w'oracn  engaged  in  any  other  employment  than  that  of  con- 
vcrfing  on  the  ground  in  circles.  In  faft,  as  all  their  needlework  it ' 
performed  by  Jewcires,  and  their  cooker)^  and  the  management  of 
their  chambers,  by  their  Haves  and  domeliics,  of  which  they  have  ii 
proportionable  number,  according  to  the  favour  they  are  in  with  the 
prince,  it  is  not  eafy  for  them  to  find  means  of  occupying  theit 
time,  and  particularly  fince  none  of  them  are  able  to  read  or  write* 

It  is  impollible,  indeed,  to  refled  on  the  fituation  of  thefe  unfortcr- 
fiate  women  without  the  moil  lively  fentiments  of  compaflion*  Exh 
eluded  from  the  enjoyment  of  freih  air  and  exercife,  fo  neceflary  for 
the  fupport  of  health  and  lifo ;  deprived  of  all  fociety  but  that  of 
their  fellow- fufferers,  a  fociety  to  which  moft  of  them  would  prefer 

IRitude  itfelf ;  they  are  only  to  be  confidereit  as  the  moft  abjed  of 
tves— -  flaves' to  the  vices  and  caprice  of  a  licentious  tyrant,  who  ex- 
h  even  from  his  wives  thcmfelves  a  degree  of  fubmiffion  and  refped 
bich  borders  upon  idolatry,'  and  which  God  and  nature  never  meant 
iourd'be  paid  to  a  mortal.’ 

Though  the  prince  had  obtained  much  benefit  from  the  ad- 
ice  of  Mr.  Leitipriere,  yet  the  latter  unexpededly  received  aa 
rder  from  the  emperor  to  repair  immediately  to  Morocco^ 
lie  prince  cojild  not^  or  would  not,  explain  the  caufe  of  thu 
ttriordinafy  order,  which  was  to  feparate  him  from  the  perfo^ 
^hb  was  in  a  fair  way  of  efFefting  the  purpofe  for  which  hk 
Sftaneb  had  been  defired.  But  as  it  vyas  in  vain  to  refift  or  to 
emoiiftrate  agaihft  the  orders  of  the  emperor,  the  author 
be^ed,  in  the  hope  of  die  journey  proving  to  his  advantage.  •  In 
liis  hope  he  whs  difappointed,  on  finding  ^  a  gold  watch,  an 
indifferent  horfe,  and  a  few  hard  dollars,  forced  into  his  hand, 
contrary  to  his  Inclination,  to  be  the  princely  and  magnificent 
rewards  whrch  be  received  for  taking  a  journey  of  fivd 
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*  hundred  mileS)  and  an  affiduous  attendance  on  an  ungratefij 

*  defpotl* 

In  his  journey  to  Morocco  the  author  pafled  over  Mount 
Atlas>  which,  in  his  opinion,  affords  a  more  exteniive  fcope  fbt 
the  inquiries  of  the  natural  philoTopher  than  almoft  any  other 
part  of  the  globe.  This  opinion  he  forms  on  the  authority  of 
others,  and  not  on  the  refult  of  his  own  obfervations.  In  the 
vallies  the  fcenc  was  very  different  from  Aat  vrfiich  the  fides 
.  and  fummit  of  the  n^ountain  prefentcd.  Here  were  gardens  and 
inclofures  (containing  fruit  trees  of  different  kinds)  attached  to 
different  villages.  Tbefe  villages  are  inhabited  by  a  people 
named  Bribes^  the  defcendants  of  thofe  who  fled  to  the  moun> 
tains  when  the  country  was  conquered  by  the  Arabs,  where 
they,  in  a  great  meafure,  maintain  their  independence,  each 
village  being  governed  by  a  Shaii^  ele^ed  by  themfelves.  The 
Brebts  are  an  ‘  athletic,  ftrong*featured  people,’  and  have  hi¬ 
therto  baffled  every  attempt  which  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  haj 
made  to  fubdue  them.  Their  principal  amufement  is  in  the 
ufe  of  their  mufkets ;  in  ornamenting  which,  the  author  tells  us, 
they  frequently  go  to  the  expence  of  fixty  or  even  eighty  du- 
cats.  This  expence  they  are  enabled  tO'  defray  by  the  fale  of 
tire  (kins  of  the  wild  bews  which  they  kill  in  hunting,  thole 
forming  a  very  valuable  article  of  trade. 

On  Mr.  Lempricre’s  arrival  at  Morocco  he  found  himfelf 
more  comfortably  (Ituated  than  at  Tarudant.  *  Provifions  of 
*•  every  kind  were  plentiful,  good,  and  cheap.’  But  he  was 
obliged  to  wait  a  month  in  great  uncertainty  and  expedlation, 
before  he  obtained  an  audience  of  the  emperor.  It  appears  thae 
the  caufe  of  bis  being  lent  for  from.Tarudant  w^s  owing  to  the 
jealou^  of  the  emperor’s  Moorilh  .f^yflcian,  who  endeavoured 
to  pcruiade  his  mailer  that  Mr,  Lempriere  was  a  very  improper 
petfon  to  have  the  charge  of  the  prince’s  health.  But  any 
prejudices  againft  Mr.  Lempriere  ariitng  ffom  this  fource  wert 
aifterwards  removed.  His  time  was  chiefly  fpent  with  fome 
European  captives,  Engliih  and  French,  who  were  then  at 
Morocco,  and  fome  Spaniih  friars,  who  have  a  fiiudl  convent 
dtere,  in  which  *  they  were  originally  placed  for  the  purpofl 
of  redeeming  captives.’  The  author  expreffes  his  concern  for 
the  fate  of  thefe  men,  excluded  from  all  civilifed  (bciety,  and 
poflelfing  an  tmderftanding  well  cultivated  by.  reading  and  ob* 
Csrvation,  and,  equally  with  the  word  part  of  the  emperor'f 
fubjeds,  expo^  to  his  infolcn^  and  caprice.  But,  in  general, 
captives  are  not  ill  treated  s  dsey  are  allowed  daily  a  fmall  fun 
of  money,  and  are  permitted  to  walk  about  at  liberty. 
another  part  of  the  work  the  author  remarks,  tha^ 
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•  To  the  difgrace  of  Europe,  the  Moors  treat  their  flaves  with  hu- 
tfiwity.  employing  them  in  looking  after  their  gardens,  and  in  the 
doiAcftlc  duties  of  their  houfes;  They  allow  them  to  marry  among 
thcmfelvcs,  and,  after  a  certain  number  of  years,  ^ntaneoufly  pre- 
fent  them  with  the  invaluable  boon  of  liberty.  They  foon  are  inl- 
ditcd  in  the  Mahometan  perfuafion,  though  they  fometitnes  intermix^ 
with  it  a  ftw  of  their  original  faperftitious  cuftoms.  In  every  oUier^ 
rdfpeii  they  copy  the  dreis  and  mannel-s  of  the  Moors/ 

•  But  they  treat  their  beafts  with  more  humanity  than  is  (hewn 
to  the  Jfetvs,  who  ^arc  unable  to  obtain  any  redreft  for  ct^n  the 
noft  wanton  cruelties.  The  following  is  the  author’s  account 
(Sjo(ob  Attain  celebrated  for  his  partiality  to  the  Englifh : 

^  Jacob  Atial,  the  late  emperor’s  Jewilh  and  favourite  fccretary, 
lad  more  influence  with  his  royal  mailer,  and  4id  more  milcbief  by 
kis  ifttrigucs  and  addrefs,  than  all  the  other  miniflers  put  together, 
m  man,  who  was  a  native  of  Tunis,  and  who  was  tolerably 
acquainted  with  the  Englilh,  Spaniih,  Italian,  French,  and 
nbic  languages,  was  of  an  adlive  and  enterpriiing  mind,  and  had 
I  well  informed  himiidf  of  the  natural  difpoiition  of  the  Moors,  and . 
trticulariy  of  that  of  Sidi  Mahomet,  that  he  had  gained  ah  entire* 
endanCy  over  the  emperon  As  he  knew  that  an  unbounded  love 
money  was^  the  ruling  paflion  of  his  royal  mailer,  he  not  only  fur* 
dered  to  him  half  of  his  own  gains,  but  alfo  furniihed  the  empe* 
with  the  earliell  and  beft  information  concealing  thofc  who  were 
pofleflion  of  wealth,  as  well  as  with  a  projeft  for  extradling  it 
ithem»  By  thus  attacking  the  emperor  on  the  weakeil  fide,  he 
red  his  friendihipj  but  he  fecured  it  by  means  which  expofed 

I  the  refentment  and  revenge  of  thoufandi  as  foon  as  the  em- 
ied,  which  has  been  firtce  too  fatally  proved.  I  muft,  how- 
lo  this  young  man  the  joilice  to  add,  that  throughout  the 
his  adminiliration,  though,  in  fome  inftances,  perhaps,  con* 

» his  own  intereft,  he  (hewed  an  exclufive  preference  to  the  > 

;  and  of  this  the  Moors  in  general  were  fo  fcnfible,  that  they 
tn  the  appellation  of  the  Englilh  ambaflfador.’ 

a  defeription  of  Morocco  we  refer  to  the  work.— After 
/exatious  delays  the*  author  gained  admiflion  to  the  em-- 
►y  the  influence  of  one  of  his  principal  Jews.  He  found 
^  be  a  toll,  thin^  old  man,  about  eighty  years  of  age; 
ppearance  at  firft  was  rather  difguftingj  but  that  impref- 
foon  wore  off  by  the  affability  of  his  converfation,  which 
morally  confihed  to  thofe  fubjefts  he  thought  moft  adapted - 
t  perfon  with  whom  he  converfed.* 
fdlowing  is  the  account  given  by  the  author  of  the 
ti  which  he  was  introduced,  and  of  the  manner  in  which 
received:  ^ 
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*  From  the  court-yard,  into  which  I  was  (irft  introduced,  I  wai 

hurried  with  the  precipitancy  through  two  or  three  others 

till  I  arrived  at  the  ^te  WThich  opened  to  the  coart  where  the  erope! 
ror  was  waiting  to  receive  me.  1  was  there  detained  for  fotne  time 
by  the  mailer  of  the  audience,  owing  to  my  refufal  of  the  prefcot 
which  Europeans  are  accu Homed  to  make  to  the  emperor  upon  being 
honoured  with  an  audience.  I  had  been  previoufly  acquainted  that 
no  peribn  was  ever  permitted  to  appear  in  his  majefty’s  prefence,'  un. 
Ws  accompanied  by  a  handlbme  prefent ;  but  1  conceived  my  fitu- 
atioD  to  be  in  every  refpedl  fo  totally  different  from  that  of  other 
ftrangers  who  vilited  the  court,  that  1  told  the  mailer  of  the  ceremo¬ 
nies,  if  he  periilted  in  refuiing  me  entrance,  1  would  immediately  re* 
turn  horn e'again. 

*  The  Moor,  finding  that  I  was  determined  not  to  comply  with  hii 
itqueH,  and  knowing  that  the  emperor  was  purpofcly  waiting  to  fee 
me,  was  afraid  to  defer  my  introduction  any  longer';  I  was  therefore 
nfliered  into  his  majeily's  prefence  very  expeditioufly,  anddirededto 
place  myfelf  and  my  interpreter  in  fuch  a  .fituation  as  to  be  feen  with* 
out  approaching  too  near  his  perlbn* 

*  The  Moor  who  introduced  me,  upon  appearing  in  fight  of  tie 
emperor,  proilrated  himfeif  on  the  earth,  kiffed  it,  and  in  a  very 
humble  manner  exclaimed  in  Arabic,  *  May  God  preferve  the  king!* 
The  emperor  then  ordered  him  to  approach,  and  deliver  what  he  had 
to  fay.  He  informed  his  majefiy,  that,  in  compliance  with  his  or 
der,  he  had  brought  before  him  the  Englilh  doClor ;  after  which,  bar 
ittg  made  a  very  low  bow,  he  retired,  and  the  emperor  immediate! 
defired  me  and  my  interpreter  to  advance  towards  him  ;  but  as  foo 
as  we  had  got  within  ten  yards  of  the  emperor,  two  foldiers  came  up 
pulled  U8  by  the  coat,  and  acquainted  us  that  we  mull  not  prefume  t( 
approach  any  further. 

*  I  found  the  fovereign  feated  in  an  European  pofl-chaife,  place 
in  one  of  his  open  courts,  and  drawn  by  one  mule  in  lhafts,  havie 
a  man  on  each  fide  to  guide  it.  Behind  the  carriage  were  foot  foil 
diers,  fi>me  negroes  and  other  Moors,  in  two  divifions,  forming  tJ 
gether  a  half  moon.  Some  of  thcfe  foldiers  were  only  armed  wi 
urse  clubs^  while  others  had  mulkets,  which  they  held  clofe  to  th:% 


attention,  accompanied  with  no  fmall  ihare  6f  hauteur^  demanuK 
faom  my  interpreter,  in  a  very  Hern  manner;  if  1  was  .the  ChiiKA 
dodor  who  had  been  attending  Muley  Abfulem  ?•  I  defired  hiiD  A 
anfwer,  that  I  was.  *  How  came  you  into  the  country,  and  wA, 
ypu  fent  by  order  of  your  own  king,  or  by  whom?^  To  render  lA 
vifit  of  more  importance,  1  anfwered,  ‘  By  order  of  g9vernfn€nt.M 
*  Where  did*  you  learn  your  profeflion,  and  what  is  th^.  name  of  Ai 
jfprton  who>  taught  it  you  t*  I  informed  his  mmelly.  What  is 
reafon  that' Uie  French  furgeons  arc  better  than  ^thc  Englilh 
which  do  you  think  are  bell?*  I  anfwered,  *  The  French  furgA 
are  very  good,  but  it.  mull  certainly  be^  allowed  that  the  EngH^  A 
in  general  fuperior^  bdng  more  fctentifically  educated.^  The 
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pernicious  effe£ls.  But  the  Moors,  when  once  they  begin  to  ufe  it, 
Bjakc  it  very  Itrong,  drink  a  great  deal,  and  very  frequently  without 
imiHc.—- ^  You  are  right,’  faid  the  emperor;  *  and  I  know  it  fomc* 
times  makes  their  hands  lhake.’  Alter  this  converfation,  about  a 
diltilled  waters,  prepared  from  different  herbs,  were  brought 
forme  to  taile,  and  inform  the  emperor' what  they  were;  which  were 
|liot,  and  which  were  cold,  &:c. 

*  His  majelly  now  condefeended  to  become  more  familiar  and  eafy 
If}  his  remarks,  and  defired  me,  to  obferve  the  fnow  on  Mount  Atlas, 
which  his  cai  rnge  immediately  fronted,  wifhing  to  know  if  we  Jiad 
{k  fame  in  my  country.  I  anfwcrcd,  that  wc  frequently  had  a  great 
deal  in  the  winter  feafon,  and  that  England  was  a  much  colder  cli- 
Bare  than  Morocco.  The  emperor  obienred,  that  if  any  perfon  at- 
^tnpted  to  go  to  the  top  of  the  mountain,  lie  would  die  from  exceia 
rfcold.*  .  •  M 

• 

It  would  greatly  exceed  our  limits  were  we  to  follow  the  aut¬ 
hor  any  farther.  From  the  quotations  we  have  made,  our 
eaders  will  be  able  to  judge  of  the  entertainment  and  inform^ 
tion  they  may  derive  from  a  perufal  of  this  work,  which,  being 
xecuted  by  a  man  of  obfervatien  and  underlianding,  cannot 
iilto  be  well  received:  without  the  danger  and  fatigue,  it  gives 
smany  of  the  advantages  attending  travelling;  we  are  made 
cquaiited  with  a  large  portion  of  our  fellow-creatures  inha¬ 
ling  a  country  little  known,  becaufe  feldom  vifi'ted  by  Euro- 
uas,  through  motives  either  of  intereft.  or^curiofity.  Know"- 
dge  cannot  be  generally  diffufed,  nor  can  property  be  fecured 
the  empire  of  Morocco,  un.til  a  very  exteniive  alteration  is 
ide  the  forni  cSjts  government.  Till  fuch  an  event  ihali 


34^  LcmpricreV  ^our  from  Gllratiar  uT^aiigiit^  13 c 4 

ivho  happened  to  be  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  who  well  knet^  tJiJt 
tnagni^ence  was  :a  ftriking  proof  of  wealth,  was  determined  to  be 
prelent  at  the  felUval,  in  ordcf  that  he  might  more  fully  inform  him- 1 
fcif  of  the  circumflances  of  the  Moor.  For  this  purpofe  he  difguifed 
KTinfelf  in  a  common  drefs,  and  entered  the  boufc  in  the  midll  of  all 
the  jollity,  and  perhaps  the  licentioufnefs,  of  the  entertamment.  The 
ihalter  of  the  ceremonies  obferving  a  perfon  of  a  mean  appearance  in. 
trude  himfelf  into  the  room  fo  abruptly,  ordered  Mm  out ;  and,  upon 
the  refufai  of  the  llranger,  he  gave  him  a  kick,  and  pulhed  him  by 
violence  out  of  the  Koufe.  For  a  ihort  fpace  of  time  aifer  this  occur, 
rence  the  whole  affair  paffed  without  notice,  and  probably  had  efcaped 
-the  memory  of  molr ;  .and  it  was  a  matter  of  the  utmoll  farprife  to  the 
mailer  of  the  houfe,  to  receive  an  order,  commanding  him  immedi- 
atcly  to  repair  to  Morocco.  Upon  being  introduced  to  the  emperor, 
he  was  aiked  if  he  recolleifled  the  circnmilances  which  have  juft  been 
related,  to  which  he  replied  in  the  affirmative.  ^  Know  then,’  fayr 
the  emperor,  *  I  was  that  Moor  whom  you  treated  thus  contumet 
oully ;  and  to  convince  you  I  have  not  forgot  it,  that  foot  and  that 
‘  hand  which  infnltcd  me  (hall  perilh.’— I  have  feea  this  unfortunate 
tiaim  of  tyranny  wadking  about  the  llreets  with  one  leg  and  an  arm/ 

We  hope  the  author  has  been  mifinfortncd  in  the  account  hi 
has  given  of  this  deliberate  of  worfe  than  atrocious  barbarity 
We  fuppofe  fo  the  more  readily  as,  in  another  part  of  the  work 
Mr.  Lemprierc  obferves,  with  regard  to  the  chara£ker  of  Si 
Mahomet,  *  that  though  he  muft  neceflarily  fuffer  in  comp 
^  rifon  with  the  princes  of  free  and  civilifeJ  ftatesj  yet,  wh 
‘’^"compared  with  bis  delpotic  * predeceffors,  his  charafier  ri 

•  greatly  in  the  foate  of  humanity."  he  was  feidom  or  m 

♦  wantonly  crueU^  How  far  this  obfervation  is  confirmed  by 
inftance  which*  we  have  given  of  his  cruelty,  we  leave  the  rea 
to  determine.  We  do  not  wifh  to  be  captious,  but  we  mayi 
ferve,  that  the  author  appears  to  have  formed  his  opinions 
Iher  haftily.  He  acknowledges  that  he  had  little  focictyj 
that  his  being  unacquainted  with  the  Spanilh  language  prevei 
him  from  obtaining  that  information  from  the  Spaniih  ti 
which,  from  their  long  refidence  in  the  cou^jtry,"  and  from  1 

'  fuperior  learning,  they  were  particularly  enabled  to  afford, 
docs  not  mention  any  other  fource  whence  he  derived  his 
formation,  except  fome  European  merchants  at  Mogotlorc, 
which  place  he  refided  only  a  very  (hort  time. '  When  wci 
remiA'k,'  that  nine  monAs  only  elapfed  between  his  arrival 
Tangier  and  his  return  to  Gibraltar,  we  can  fcarccly  fupp 
from  tive  few  means  he  had  of  acquiring  information,  and 
Ihort  fcfidcnce  fti  the  country,  that  his  obfervations,  with^ 
gard  to  the  real  charai^er  of  its  inhabitants,  can  be  miiav 

v^mccuratc^ :  -jc  I 

t  -  i  *  /-  \  c  z  i.Jw'i  * 
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For  an  account  (and  an  entertaining  one)  of  the  pipperor’s 
Haren))  and  of  the  character  and  political  conduct  of  the  pre* 
fcBt  emperor  Muley  Yaxid,  grandfon  of  an  Englifli  woman^  wc 
refer  our  readers  to  Mr,  Lempriere*s  Tour. 

A  modern  account  of  Morocco  was  hitherto  wanting  in 
fee  Englifli  language.  Mr.  Lempriere  has  laudably  endeavoured 
to  fuppiy  that  defea.  The  arrangement  may  be  improved  in 
future  editions.  In  the  mean  time  we  have  been  entertained 


ia  recommending  it  to  our  readers 


RT.  IV.  An  Inquiry  into  the  Caufes  which  produce^  and  the 
Means  of  preventing  Difeafts  amon^  Britijh  Officers^  Soldiers^  and 
ethers^  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Containing  Obfervations  on  the  Mode 
cf  Action  of  Spirituous  Liquors  on  the  Human  Body ;  on  the  Ufe 
of  Malt  Liquor^  and  on  Salted  Provijions ;  with  Remarks  on  the 
mofl  proper  Means  of  preferving  them.  Alfo  Notes  relating  to 
fame  Particulars  in  the  Britijh  Army  in  Ireland  and  the  fVeJl 
Indies*  By  John  Bell,  M*  D.  Member  of  the  Royal  Medical 
Society  of  Edinburgh^  Phyfecian  in  London^  and  formerly  Surgeon 
te  the  late  Ninety  fourth^  and  to  the  Fifth  (or  Northumberland) 
Regiment  of  Foot*  ,pp.  l8o#  8  VO.  3s.  6d*  boards.  Murray* 
London,  I7Q1*  .  ^  1 


]^UC  H  has  been  written  on  the  cure  of  difeafes  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  much  on  the  prefervation  of  the  health  of 


Ibmen  in  warm  climates  ;  but  the  prefervation  of  the  health  of 
W&rs  in  thofe  parts,  ^though  confefledly  an  object  likewife  of 
m  utmoft  national  importance,  has  hitherto  been  very  flightly 
co^idered  by  any  medical  author.  This  general  inattention, 
lowever,'  is  at  lad  compenfated  by  the  produiSfion  now  before 
^  in  which  we  itnd  the  fubjed  treated  witti  careful  and  judi« 
•ious  inquiry. 

The  circumftance  which  has  chiefly  prompted  the  author  to 
kis  examination,  is  of  a  nature  extremely  interefting  to  the 
Public.  We  are  informed  tbat^  in  the  ifland  of  Jamaica  alone, 
l^ing  the  laft  war,  there  died  m  four  years  not  lefs  than  5250 
f  the  Britifli  troops,  not  one  of  whom  fell  by  the  enemy.  One 
f  the  principal  caufes  of  this  great  mortality  Dr.  Bell  very 
^ly  fuppofes  to  be  the  immoderate  ufe  of  fpiriti|ous  liquors, 
^ich,  habitually  taken,  diminifli  the  ftrength  of  the  .b(^y  in 
^neral,  though,  in  fome  individuals,  this  eflect  m^y  perhaps  be 

*  It  is  well  known/  fays  he,  *  that  many  young  men  fail  every 
^  from  Britain  and  Ireland  to  feck  employment  in  the  mercantilt 
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line,  or  to  ad  as  book-keepers  on  a  plantation  in  fome  of  the  Weft 
India  iflands.  Thefe  men  generally  ciyoy  good  health,  as  neither 
their  cir^umilances,  nor  their  hopes  of  preierment,  alloMr  them  to 
indulge  in  any  excefs.  But  if,  on  anyr  occa/ion,  cfpccially  foo^ 
after  their  arrival,  they  happen  to  ofe  ipirituous  liquors  in  immo. 
derate  quantity,  and  particularly  if  thefe  are  of  a  bad  quality,  the 
lofs  of  life  frequently  atones  fer  their  imprudence.  If  then  the  con. 
fi^quences  of  the  exceflive  ufe  of  fpirits  are  often  prejudicial  to  thoic 
young  men,  how  uiucb  more  freauently  muft  they  be  injurious  to  a 
private  foldier?  The  former  and  the  latter  were  born  in  the  fame 
country,  where  the  articles  of  their  diet  were  nearly  thh  fame ;  yet 
on  their  arrival  in  the  Weft  indies,  the  fituation  of  the  one  is,  ii 
every  refpeft,  different  from  that  of  the  other.  The  young  adven 
tufcr’is  exhorted  by  advice,  and  compelled  by  authority,  to  abltain 
from  the  ufe  of  every  thing  that  may  be  prejudicial  to  his  health, 
whkk  is  confcquently  preferved,  and  his  diet  is  little  different  from 
that  to  which  he  iiad  been  accuftomed.  But  the  ufual  diet  of  a  ioUier 
is  immediately  changed  on  his  enuring  into  an  unfavourable  climate, 
and  he  is  invitt^d  to  the  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors,  which  foon  prove 
the  means  of  his  deftrudtion,  though  given  to  him  with  the  laudable, 
but  miftaken  view  of  preferving  his  b  'dy  in  a  ftate  of  health  and  vi¬ 
gour.  Hence  it  will  appear,  that  the  difference  in  point  of  health, 
between  perfons  Ih  the  mercantile  and  military  line,  is  more  owing 
to  the  difference  in  their  mode  of  living,  than  to  the  influence  of  the 
climate,  which  feems  to  be  exerted  pfually  in  a  fecondary  ro;^nne^, 
iffdom  injuring  thoic*  who.guard  thcmlelves  againft  its  operation,  but 
very  frequently  ading  as  an  exciting  caufe  of  diforders  in  men  whcic 
bodies,  inattentH>B  to  their  manner  of  living,  are  pre-difpofedto 
difeafe.*  ^  .  ... 

The  obfervations  which  Dr.  Bell  adduces,  from  his  own  cx^ 

{icrience,  in  confirmation  of  the  pernicious  efFefts  of  fpirituous 
iqudrs  on  the  conftitutions  of  the  foldiers,  arc  decifive  of  the 
biA ;  and  he  urges  ftrong  rcafons  for  believing  that  rum,  even 
diluted  with  water,  in  the  form  of  grog,  is  in  reality  not  kfs 
injurious ;  though  he  admits  chat,  when  the  fpirit  is^  mixed  with 
a  large  portion  of  fugar,  water,  and  vegetable  acid,  thofe  effeds 
are  greatly  diminilhed.  He  has  no  objettion  to  Ae  occafional 
ufe  of  rum,  in  particular  circumftances ;  and  is  even 'of  opinion 
^at  it  may  be  improper  totally  to  exclude  the  ufe  of  fpirituous 
liquors  among  foldiers  on  fervice  in  the  Weft  Indies’.  Ttej 
may,  he  thinks*,  be  adminiftcred  with  advantage  in  certain  c?M 
For  inftance  ;  in  night  duty,  when  the  body,  from  the  reUxii 
heat  of  the  preceding  day,  is  extremely  fufceptible  of  cold,  ai 
when,  at  the  feme  time,  a  foldier  is  expofed  to  rain,  or  to  bav 
iiis  feet  and  legs  wetted,  the  ufe  of  ardent  fpirits,  by  dilFufm: 
fudden  ftimulus  through  the  fyftem,  imparts  to  it  a  temper 
vigour,  which  enables  it  for  a  time  to  refill  the  effedl^  of  cc 
ttul  moifture.  But  a  lecourfe  to  this  expedient,  he  ju 
•  ^  *  reniitf 
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remarks,  ought  never  to  be  repeated,  after  the  caufe  which  ren* 
dcred  it  ncccflary  is  removed,  ♦  - 

Another  frequent  caufe  of  difeafe  among  the^troops  in  the 
Weft  Indies  is,  according  to  our  author,  the  ufe  of  falted  pro- 
vifions,  as  well  as  the  mode  of  prefer ving  them.  Of  the  long- 
continued  ufe  of  falted  provifions  the  effedts  have  often  been  ra- 
tally  experienced ;  but  with  refpeft  to  the  mode  of  preferving 
them,  obfervation,  till  of  late,  has  been  defective.  Dr.  Bell 
remarks,  that^  to  render  fuch  proviHons  lefs  injurious  to  the 
body,  it  is  neceftary  to  attend  both  to  the  manner  in  which  diey 
are  cured,  and  to  that  in  which  they  are  ufed.  From  the  ex¬ 
periments  of  Lord  Dundonald,  it  may  be  afeertained,  that  meat 
to  which  unpurified  fea*falt  has  been  applied  will  have  a  ftrong 
tendency  to  run  into  a  ftate  of  putrefadtion ;  and  it  is  therefore 
reafonable  to  infer,  that  many  difeafes  among  foldiers  and  (ailors 
are  owing  to  their  provifions  being  cured  in  an  improper  man¬ 
ner.  Indeed,  the  juftnefs  of  this  remark  appears  to  be  lb  tiio- 
roughly  eftablilhed  that  it  admits  of  no  queftionf  i 

In  the  next  feflion  of  the  Inquiry  the  author  treats  of  the 
means  of , preferving  the  health  of  the  army  In  the  Weft  Indies, 
and  of  preventing  the  pernicious  effects  refulting  from  a  diet 
confifting  of  falted  animal  food  and  fpirituous  liquors ;  with  re¬ 
marks  on  the  ufe  of  malt  liquors.  We  regret  that  the  limits  of 
a  journal  will  not  permit  us  to  give  a  detail  of  the  many  fenfibie 
and  ufeful  obfervations  contained  in  this  part  of  the  Inquiry, 
which  rtfledfs  great  credit  on  the  judgment  of  the.  author,  not 
only  in  a  medical,  but  moral  and  philofophical  capacity.  We 
can  therefoie  only  recommend  the,  treatife  as  a  valuaole  pro- 
dudion  on  the  fubjed,  and  as  highly  meriting  the  attention  of 
thofe  whofe  duty  it  is  more  particularly  to  guard  the  health  of 
the  troops  in  the  Weft  Indies;  an  important  objedl,  and  con- 
neded,  in  the  time  of  war,  with  the  moft  eftential  interefts’  of 
the  nation.  Froni  this  Inquiry  the  legiflature  may  have  the 
fidsi^ion  to  learn,  that  it  is  in  their  power  to  adopt  fuch  re¬ 
gulations  in  future  refpeding  the  prefervation  of  the  health  of 
die  fbldiecs,]  as^promife  to  attended  with  the  greateft  advan¬ 
tage;  and  that,  perhaps,  without  any  addition  to  the  public 
ixpepditure. 
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MmpirOj  in  Volumes  IF.  K.  and  VI.  ^arto^  rtvinved.  By  tie 
Rtu.  fobn  IVhitakery  B.D.  Relfor  of  Ruan  Lanyho^ne^  Com^ 
wad*  pp.  258.  8vo.  4s.  boards.  Murray.  .  London,  17^1, 


Among  the  various  benefactors  of  the  human  race,  a  niche 
Ihouldbe  referved  for  the  man  who  ifirft  difcovercd  and  ad- 
miniilered  an  efficacious  antidote  to  deadly  poifons.  He  de- 
ferves  a  civic  crown  for  faving  the  life  of  a  feHovv..creature, 
when  in  the  moft  imminent  danger.  As  the  foul  is  more  va¬ 
luable  than  the  body,  and  its  happinefs  is  infinitely  preferable  to 
health,  and  even  to  life,  ought  we  not  to  render  due  honours  to 
him  who  provides  a  fovereign  remedy  for  the  mortal  venom  of 
infidelity  and  vice,  which  deft  toy  our  peace  for  evermore! 
Colchis  never  producjed  poifons  more  noxious  to  the  body  than 
Mr..  Gibbon’s  celebrated  work  does  to  the  n\ind  j  and  they  are 
either  fo  wrapt  up  in  gold,  or  mingled  with  fyrup,  that  uii* 
wary  are  in  danger  of  fwallowing  them  before  they  have  time 
for  thought.  Mr.  Whitaker  therefore  deferves  great  praifefor 
appearing  in  the  charadfer  of  a  kind  pbyfician  \  and  we  will 
venture  ftrongly  to  recommend  his  prefcriptions  as  difplaying 
the  profoundeft  (kill^  and  fecuring  ito  the  tractable  patient  a 
certain  remedy;  or,f.to,  drop  the i-metaphor,  Mr.  Whitaker 
"plainly  convi6ls  Mr.  Gibbon  of  many  and  great  faults  and  cf 
rors ;  afid  he  admlnifters  due  eorreftion.  Mr.  Whitaker^s  me¬ 
thod  may  appear  to  feme  to  be  tedious ;  and  it  neceftarily  cx< 
poles  him  to  repetitions ;  yet  it  is,  on  the  whole,  the  faireit  and 
the  beft,  as  lie  follows  Mr..Gibbon  ftep  by  ftep,  and ‘examines 
pvery  part  of  his  work  in  order,  and  points  otut  the  faults  as  he 
goes  along.  When  we  confider  the  form,  the  mode,';  and  the 
place,  where  Mr.  Whitaker's  ftri£lures  firft  appeared,  it  is  un- 
neceftary  to  enter  into  a  particular  review  of  them.  W c  fliall 
only  remark  the  following  things.  •  *  ' 

He  vc^  iuftly  reprehends  Mr.  Gibbon  for  difregarding  the 
plan  he  himiclf  bad  laid  down,  for  wandering:  fo  far  from  the 
oefign  of  his  work,  and  for -betraying  a’conftant>propcnfityfo 
jneeffiefs  digreffions.  He  refembles  a  traveller,.  who,'^inftead‘^ 


proceeding  ftraight  forward  on  the  road,  is  conftantly  ftraying 
^to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left ;  and  from  paying  attention 
objeib  with  which  he  has  no  concern,  does  not  for  a  whole  day 
advance  a  mile  nearer  to  his  journey's  end.  The  mind  of  the 
reader  is  perplexed  in  mazes,  and  bewildered  dn  labyrinths  :  he 
lofcs  fight  of  the  main  fiibjci^,  and,  having  once  loft  the  roati, 
^^nds  confiderable  difficulty  in  regaining  it,.  There  is  coiillant 
of  a  clue  to  guide  the  reader’s  weary  and  wandering 

through 
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ftitnigh  Mr.  Gibbon*$  labyrinths.  In  regard  to  plan,  the  Dc- 
cSnc  and  Fall,  &c.  offends  more  egregioufly  againft  pcrfpicuity 
and  propriety  than  any  other  celebrated  literary  performance  that 
yit  ever  remember  to  have  feen. 

We  think  that  Mr.-Whitaker  has  given  fufficient  evidence  of 
Mr.  Gibbon’s  mifleading  his  readers  in  many  of  his  quotations* 

In  fome  inftances  this  appears  to  have  arifen  from  negligeace 
and  inattention ;  but,  at  other  times,  we  are  ready  to  fufpeft 
that  the  error  proceeds  from  fomething  worfe,  and  more  ine:k-> 
cufable,  than  mere  carelefihefs ;  we  wifh  it  may  not  originate 
in  a  wilful  mifreprefentation  of  fa6Is. 

The  numerous  contradiftions  of  Mr.  Gibbon’s  book  are 
likewhe  very  properly  expofed.  This  is  a  peculiarity  of  the 
celebrated  hiftorian.  His  text  and  the  notes  are  at  variance  in 
tvery  chapter.  Other  writers  confirm  the  text  by  the  notes  j 
but  Mr.  Gibbon  makes  his  notes  contradift  his  text,  and  allign 
thc  reafons  why  the  text  (hould  not  be  believed.  This  is  but 
an  aukward  method  of  proceeding,  and  is  certainly  to  be  con- 
fidercd  as  a  blemifti.  ;  '  ’ 

'  Mtfc  Gibbon  like  wife  meets  with,dcfervcd  cenfure  for  his  in* 
fidelity  and  keen  hatred  of  the  Chriftian  fyftcm.  This  will  zU 
vraysfeffen  the  refpeeSability  of  any  work.  It  is  neither  the  hif- 
iorian^s  province  to  appear  as  the  apologift  of  Chriftianity,  nor 
to  ftand  forth  with  keennefs  in  order  to  impugn  its  truth.  But 
the  perfon  who  ftzds  fhefe  volumes  will  be  apt  to  think  that 
one  great  end  Mr.  Gibbon  had  in  view  in  writing  them  was,  to 
prove  that  Chriftianity  is  falfe.  Wherever  he  meets  the  reli¬ 
gion  of  Jefu8>  malignity  rankles  in  his  heart,  and  rage  flnfhes  iiii 
ins  eye.  *  He  docs  opt  ptteck  iinn  an  opra  manly  way;  but,  like 
Joal^  embracing  Abner,  he  affedls  to  carefs  it,  and  at  the  fame 
time  ftabs  it  under  the  fifth  rib.  He  tries,  indeed,  to  hide  his 
animofity,  and  to  wear  the  fmile  of  approbation :  but  as  fuch  an 
attempt  Ihews  the  black  paflions  of  the  foul  in  a  more  hideous 
form,  and  renders  them  more  prominent  and  ftriking,  fo  Mr.. 
Gibbon’s  rooted  and  inveterate  antipathy  to  the  gofpcl  is  ren¬ 
dered  more  confpicuous  by  his  endeavours  to  conceal  it.  His 
unfairnefs  too  muft  difguft  every  candid  mind.  Although  Vol¬ 
taire  had’ not  honefty  enough  to  keep  him  from  cheating  a  Jew 
of  fome  diamonds  at  Berlin  ;  although  Rouffeau  had  not  a  fuffi¬ 
cient  degree  of  natural  affeftion  to  preferve  him  from  cxpofing 
Ws’  infiuit  offspring  in  the  Foundling  Hofpital  at  Paris  ;  and  al- 
diough  Mr*  Gibbon  does  not  poffefs  fuch  a  portion  of  modefty 
«8  to  reftrain  him  from'  open  indecency  and  downright  ribaldry, 
wedo  ndt  lay  the  blame  on  philofophy;  we  afcribe  their  con- 
nt  dttfk  to  the  want  of  its  influence.  But  Mr.  Gibbon  proceeds 
■jjs  •  ,  ia 
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in  a  different  thinner.  All  the  vices  of  pretended  Chriftui^ 
are  laid  to  the  charge  of  religion;  and  all  the  bad  things  done 
by  any  who  called  thcmfclves  the  followers  of  Jefus,  arc  fpread 
before  our  eyes  in  order  to  refledl  difgrace  upon  the  gofpcl. 

•  We  have  long  theological  differutions  (and  be  might  have  in. 
ierted  iermons  with  equal  propriety),  through  which  the  malice 
of  the  writer  ihines  forth  in  every  paragraph ;  and  venerable 
Chriifianity  is  dragged  forth  to  be  crucified  by  this  Pontius  Pi. 
late,  who,  with  the  true  fpirit  of  his  progenitor,  wailies  hh 
hands  to  proclaim  his  innocence,  while  he  pallbs  the  fentence  of 
condemnation,  and  (beds  the  Saviour’s  blood.  Condanilne  is 
.perfecuted  by  Mr.  Gibbon  from  the  fir  ft  moment  of  his  appear, 
.ance  on  the  theatre  of  the  world  to  his  deatli,  merely  becaufe 
he  became  a  difciple  of  jefus;  while  Julian  is  extolled  to  the 
.ikies,  through  every  part  of  his  life,  becaufe  he  renounced  tbe 
profedion  of  Chriftianity,  and  pronounced  its  Author  an  im- 
poflor.  Nay,  to  complete  the  feene,  old  Paganlfm,  with  all 
her  numerous  follies  and  her  vices,  is  lauded  from  a  volume  to 
volume,  and  her  abfurd  and  indecent  rites  areidiunified.with 

*  _  ^0 

the  title  of  The  elegant  Mythology  of  the  As  an  addi¬ 

tional  difeovery  of  his  tafte  and  inclinations,  Mahomet  is  intro¬ 
duced  as  a  man  of  innocence,  and  a  teacher'  of  purity;  and  bis 

•  motley  fyftem  is  fet  up  in  preference  to  the  golpel  of  Jefus 

Chrift.  ••  {-  ' 

Mr.  Whitaker  likewife  very  juftly  chaftifes  Mr.  Gibbon  for 
bis  immorality  and  indecency.  The  hiftorian  ftrps  forward  not 
only  as  the  apologift,  but  as  the  encomiaft  of  fornication  and 
.•adultery,  and  thefr  ftrenuous  advocate.  Tell  us,  Mr.  Gibbon, 
would  foctety  be  more  pleafing  if  the  female  part  of  it  were 
x:ompo(€d  .of •  whores  adulterefi'es  ?  Would  this  tend  |o  in- 

creafe  the  fum  of  foci^l  virtue,  and  focial  pleafure,  and  mutual 
efteem  and  regard  f  Wc  arc  forry  to  fay,  that  this  part  of  Mr. 
'Gibbon’s  condutS:  fliews  us  the  old  l^her  fecdii^  his  rank,  fen- 
.  fdal  appetite  in  the  defcription  of  feenes  which'^grade  the  de- 

•  fcribef  in  the  eyes  of- every  man  of  virtue  and  m^efty.  Sui- 

'tidc  is  alfo  recommended  to  our  efteem  and  pra(^ice  in  the 
hour  of  neceffitv;  and  Chriftianity  is  reproached  and  treated 
•with  contempt  /or  fhswing  it  no  regard,  and  for  not  bellowing 
her  warm  approbation  of  its  bloody  deeds.  ' 

Mr.  Gibbon’s  fiipercilious  and  petulant  behaviour  to  the 
greateft  part  of  the  authors  that  he  meets  with  in  his  hillorid 
•routey  muft  give  great  oftence  to  every  candid  reader.  One 
would  think  that,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  infidels,  there 
had  not  appeared  a  man  of  talents  in  any  department  of  fcience 
Maftcr  E.  Gibbon. 
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We  {bould  far  exceed  our  limits  were  we  to  enumerate  ar 
die  blemiOies  in  the  *•  Hiftory  of  the  Decline  and  Fall,*  &c. 
which  this  volume  expofes  to  the  public  eye.  It  will  prove  an 
uTeful  manual  to  thofe  who  read  Mr.  Gibbon,  who  wiih  to  be- 

f  hiftorical  corn- 
manner  and  real 
i  foreign  to  the 


pofition,  and  to  dillinguifh  between  a  fplendid 
duties.  Many  faulty  exprelBons,  which  ai 
(renius  of  the  Englifli  language,  and  to  true  ekj 
feem  to  arife  from  affectation  and  the ,  love 
pointed  out  by  Mr.  Whitaker  in  every  chapter 
To  conclude  our  critique  of  this  celebratei 
venture  to  predict  that  Mr.  Gibbon’s  &me  will  refemble  the 
bte  of  a  French  courtezan.  She  is  exceedingly  handfome,  and 
exhibits  every  bewitching  art  to  attach  her  paramour.  The  un¬ 
experienced  youth  beholds  her  with  eeftafy ;  he  is  intoxicated 
for  a  time  with  her  alluring  fpeech,  and  her  fafeinating  graces. 
But  he  foon  hnds  that  fhe  is  artful,  falfe,  perfidious,  felitfli,  and 
deditute  of  every  good  priiKiple.  The  ardour  of  fond  p^on 
ts  changed  into  difguft.  i  He  leaves  her,  feeks  the  hand,- and 
dwells  with  delight  in  the  fociety  of  the  mild,  unaffuming  vir¬ 
gin,  who  is  modeff  and  referved,  and  who,  though  fhe  does  not 
Itrike  at  firft  fight,  difplays  on  acquaintance  ail  the  gentle  vir¬ 
tues  and  amiable  qualities  that  ennoble  the  human  heart.  Mr. 
Gibbon  charms  us  at  firft  by  his  impofing  fplendour ;  but  the 
more  he  is  known,  the  lefs  will  ' be.  pleafe,  and  his  reputa¬ 
tion  will  decay,  while  many  .writers  whom  he  fpeaks  of  with 
contempt,  though  inferior  to  him  in  elegance,  tafte,  and  fpirit^ 
will,  by  their  good  fenfe,  impartiality,  and  regard  to  trud), 
virtue,  and  religion^  fupplant  Mr...Gibfmn  in  the  efteem  of  the 
wife  and  good,  and  bear  away  die  palm  of  lafting  honour  and 
applaufe.  > 

While  Mr.  Whitaker,  by  the  performance  before  us,  has 
added  to  the  reputation  he  had  before  acquired  for  learning  and 
refearch,  he  will  have  the  applaufe  of  good  men  for  reducing 
to  their  proper  level  the  veracity  and  graces  of  a  performance, 
that  at  firft  fpread  its  infldious  charms  to  the  corruption  of  fo- 
.tisty,  and  d^zled  where  it  did  not  convince. 


Adams’x  Roman  Anii^uitUs. 


A  Competent  knowledge  of  Roman  antiquities  is  of  the 
grcateft  importance  towards  underftanding  the  daffies; 
and  much  has  been  written  on  this  interefting  fubjeft  fince  the 
rcTival  of  learning.  But  thofe  works  are,  for  the  moft  part, 
(b  voluminous  as  to  be  adapted  only  to  large  libraries.  Among 
the  abridgments,  calculated  for  more  general  ufe,  the  two 
chiefly  diuinguilhed  are  thofe  of  Kennet  and  Nieuport;  the 
former  of  which,  however^  though  exhibiting  a  fatisfadory 
view  of  the  laws  of  the  Romans,  and  the  buildings  of  the  city, 
isf  itot  fufficiently  well  fatted  for  illuftrating  the*clafiics  ;  while 
the  latter,  being  writteh  th  tiatin,  and  abounding  with  difficult 
phrafeology,  proves  generally  too  abftrufe  to  be  readily  com¬ 
prehended  by  young  Ihideiits.  Dr.  Adam  has  endeavoured,  in 
the  prefent  work,  to  concentrate  the  utility,  without  the  incon¬ 
venience  of  die  preceding  fyftems.  In  .  colleding  authorities 
from  the  Latin  writers  he  appears  to  have  beftowed  the  moft 
laboriotis  attention,  and  fucb  as  mud  (end  gready  to  fficilitate 
.  the  .icqutiition  of  clai&Gal  learning. 

The  work  begins  with  an  account  of  the  foundation  of  Rome, 
and  the  divifion  of  its  inhabitants.  A  full  and  diftin(Sl  account 
is  given  of  the  Senate  and  Patricians,  with  the  Equites,  Plebeians, 
and  Slaves.  The  rights  of  Roman  citizens,  including  the  pri- 
'  vate  and  public  rights,  are  afterwards  detailed  with  equal  per- 
^fpkaity  (  a$  are  the  Gomitia,  or  aflemblics  of  the  people,  the 
magiftrates,  ordinary,  extraordinary,  and  provincial^  Next 
follow,  the  laws  of  die  Romans,  the  judicial  proceedings,  and 
criminal  trials,  including  an  account  of  the  punifhmerits.  The 
religion  of  the  Romans  occupies  a  proportionable  part  of  the 
work,  and  is  fucceeded  by  an  account,  of  the  Roman  year,  the 
diviflon  of  days,  and  the  &oman  feftivals  \  withrbe  games,  mi¬ 
litary  af&irs,  the  cuftoms  of  the  Romans,  weights,',  coins,  mea- 
\lures,  method  of  writing,  the  houfes  of  the  Romans,  villas, 
‘^dy^ns,  agriculture,  carriages,  divifions  of  the  city,  and  the 
buildings.  .  *  ‘  ,  v  .  .. 
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AdamsV  Reman  AntiquitUu 

As  a  fpecimen  of  the  execution  of  the  workj  we  (hall  feleft 
the  obfervations  concerning  the  Equites^: 

<  The  Equlrcs  at  firil  did  not  form  a  diftind  order  in  the  (late. 
When  Romulus  divided  the  people  into  three  tribes,  he  chofe  from 
each  tribe  an  hundred  young  men,  the  mod  didioguifhed  for  tlieir 
rank,  their  wcalih,  and  other  accomplifhments,  who  ihould  ferre  oo 
horfeback,  and  whofe  aiHliance  he  might  ufe  for  guarding  hit  peribn. 
Thefe  three  hundred  hoifemen  were  called  CeUres,  and  iivid^  into 
three  centuries,  which  were  diftingnilhed  by  the  fame  names  with 
ihe  three  tribes,  namely,  Ramnenfes^  Tatien/h^  and  Lu€tr9S. 

*  The  number  of  the  Equites  was  afterwards  increafed,  firft  by 

TulVus  HoiUiius,  who  chofe  three  hundred  from  the  Albans  (dtam 
tMrmas  :  Tuima>  quaji  terma  diSa  quod  ter  dents  equitibus  conflatit, 
\mo'  ct  Fcllus).  Lit.  i.  30.  then  by  Tarquinus  Prifeus,  who 
doubled  their  number  (nun  ero  alter um  tantum  adjuit) ;  retaining  the 
iaine  number  and  names  of  the  centuries ;  only  thofe  who  were  added 
were  called  Ramnsnfes\  Titienfts^  Luar^Si  Pojierions.  But  as  Livy 
fiys'therc  were  now  r8oo  in  the  three  centuries,  Tarquin  feems  to 
have  done  more  than  doubled  them.  Liv.  i.  36.  * 

*  Servius  Tullius  made  eighteen  centuries  of  Equites,  bexhofe 
nvelvc  new  centuries  from  the  chief  men  of  the  .Bate,  ahd  made  fix 
•thers  out  of  the  three  indituted  by  Romulus.  Ten  rhou(and  pounds 
•f  brafs  were  given  to  each  of  them  to  purchaie  horles;  and  a  tax 
•was  laid  on  widows,  who  were  exempt  from  other  (;pntributions,  for 
maintaining  their  horfes.  Unj,  i.  43. — ^Hcnce  the  origin  of.  the 
equefirian  order,  which  was  of  the  greateit  utility  in  the  iiate^  as  an 
intermediate  bond  betwixt  the  Patriciatis  and  Pleb^ns. 

*  At  what  particular  time  the  Equites  firil  began  to  be  reckoned  a 

diftinfl  order,  is  uncertain.  It  feems  to  have  been  before  the  cxpulfion 
of  the  kings  ii.  1).  After  this,  all  thofe  who  ferved  on  horfe- 
back  were  not  properly  called  Equitcs,*or  knights,  but  fuch  only  as 
were  chofen  into  the  cquellrian^order,  ofually  by  the  Cenlbr,  and 
prefented  by  him  with  a  hoffe  at  the  public  expcnce,  and  with  a 
golden  ring%  -  •  ^  .  , 

The  Kqaites  were  chofen  promifeuoufly  from  the  Patricians  and 
, Plebeians.  Thofe  descended  from  ancient  families  were  called 
lucres,  Speciofip  ^inii.Splendjdi.  /They  were  not  limited. to  any  fixed 
.number.  I  he  age  requifite  was  about  eighteen  years ;  and  the  for¬ 
tune  (cenfus)^  during  the  flourifhing  (late  of  the  republic,  was  40a 
that  is,  about  3229/.  of ‘our  money.  According  to  fome, 
every  Roman  citizen,  whofe  entire  fortunes  amounted  to  that  fum, 
was  every  luftrum  enrolled,  of  courfe,  in  the  lift  of  Equites.  But  that 
^  Was  horalways  the  cafe.  L/v.  v.  7.  *  ' 

'  The  badges  of  the  Equites  were,  1.  A  horfc  given  them  by  Ae 
public;^  2.  A  golden  ring,  whence  annullo  aureo  do.^axi,  for 
inter  tqnitt*  le^  )  3.  Angufint  Cl  aims  f  or  Tunica  angw/lic/aisia  |  4;rA 
(epfltfate  place  stt  the  public  fpeAacIes,  according  to  me  law  made  by 
L.  Rofeius  Otho.  a  tribune  of  the  people,  A.U.  686,  that  the  Eiqpites 
(bould  fit  in  fourteen  rows  (in  XIV  gradibus)^  next  ta  the 
b  i^erc 
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where  the  fenators  fat;  whence  Seders  in  qjjATUORDEcrM,  oriE 
BQUESTRIBVS;  Of  SPECTARE  |N  EqUITB,  lox  EquiUm  e£e,  Suec.  I 

«  The  office  (Munus)  of  the  Equites  at  firft  .vas  only  to  fcrvc  Iq 
the  army;  but  afterwards  alfo  to  a^  as  judges  or  jurymen  f'ur judL, 
caremi)t  and  to  farm  the  public  revenues  (<v€iiigoiia  anuiucere)^ 
Judges  were  chofen  from  the  fenate  till  the  year  of  the  city  631;  at 
which  time,  on  account  of  tlie  corruption  of  that  order,  the  right  of 
judging  was  transferred  from  them  to  the  Equites,  by  the  Sempro* 
nian  law  made  by  C.  Gracchus.  It  was  again  refiored  to  the  fenate 
by  Sulla ;  but  afterwards  (hared  betwixt  the  two  orders. 

*  The  Equites  who  farmed  the  revenues  were  divided  into  certaitr 
focietsM,  and  he  who  prefided  in  fuch  a  fociety  was  called  Magijier 
Soekiatis*  Cic.  Fam.  xiii.  9.— Thcfe  farmers  (publicani)  were  held 

'  in  fuch  refped  at  Rome,  that  Cicero  calls  them  Homines  ampUjJimi^ 
homifiijjtmi^  it  ornsstijpmi :  pro  lege  Manil.  7.  Flos  Equitum  Romatiorum^ 
esmamtutmm  cinjitatis,  Jirmamemtum  reipublUet,  pro  Plancio  9.  But  in 
the  provinces  this  was  far  from  being  the  cafe,  efpecially  with  their 
fervants  and  afTi  Hants. 

'  No  fmall  fplendour  was  added  to  the  equeftrian  order  by  a  pro^ 
ceflion  (tranfvf^ione)^  which  tliey  made  through  the  city  every  year 
the  15th  day  of  July  (Idibus  ^intilihusjp  Liv,  ix.  46,  from  the  tem¬ 
ple  of  Honour,  or  of  Mars,  without  the  city,  to  the  Capitol,  riding 
00  horfeback,  with  wreaths  of  olive  on  their  heads,  dreit  in  their 
T iga  pabnatei^  or  trabea^  of  a  fcarlet  colour,  and  bearing  in  their 
hands  the  miliury  ornaments  which  they  had  received  from  their  ge-> 
neral,  as  a  reward  for  their  valour.  Ac  this  time  it  was  not  allowed 
to  cite  them  before  a  court  of  Judice;  fuch  at  leaft  was  the  cafe  under 
AuguHus.  Suet.  Aug. 

‘  *  Every  fifth  year,  when  this  proceffion  vtzs  made,  the  Equites 
rode  up  to  the  Cenfor  feated  in  his  curule  chair  before  the  Capitol, 
and  diimoun ting  led  along  (traducthant)  their  horfes  in  their  hands 
before  him,  and  in  this  manner  they  were  reviewed  (recognofeebantur). 

*  If  any  Eques  was  corrupt  in  his  morals,  or  had  diminilhed  his 
fortune,  or  even  had  not't^en  proper  care  of  his  horfe,  Gell.  iv  20, 
ttic  Cenfor  ordered  him  to  fell  hit  horfe,  Liv.  xxix.  37.;  and  thus 
he  was  reckoned  to  be  removed  from  the  equeilrian  order;  hence 
stdinure  tquum^  to  degrade  an  Eques  :  but  thofe  whom  the  Cenfor  ap¬ 
proved,  were  ordered  to  lead  along  \traductri)  their  horfes.  Qmi. 
^riji.  ii.  89. 

^  *  At  this  time  alfo  the  Cenfor  read  over  a  lift  of  the  juices,  and 
fuch  as  wm  lefs  culpable  (qui  minore  culpa  ttnerentur)  were  degradefl 
(itdini  tquefiri  mats  J'usstJ^  only  by  pafling  over  their  names  in  the 
redtai.  ^Suet.  Cal.  x6. 

<  The  Eques  whofe  name  was  firft  marked  in  the  Cenfor’s  books; 
WAS  called  Primeps  Juventutis^  not  that  in  reality  the  Equites  were 
all  young  men,  for  many  grew  old  in  that  order,  as  Maecenas  and  • 
Atticus  ;  and  we  find  the  two  Cenfors,  Livkis  and  Nero,  were  Equites, 
liv.ixxix.  37,  but  becaufis  they  had  been  generally  fo  at  their  firft  in- 
ftifution.  And  among  the  Romans  nsen  were  called  Ju^vew  till  near 
fifrji  Hence  we  find  Julius  Csefar  AdoU/centulusy  when  he 
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The  School  for  Arrogance ;  a  Comedy.  35 1 

Hood  candidate  for  being  high*pricft,  although  he  was  then  thirty-fix 
years  old.  Sail.  Cat,  49. — And  Cicero  calls  himfelf  Adoltfcens  when 
hc^asConful.  Phil.  'xu  f.  Under  the  emperors,  the  heirs  of  the 
empire  , were  Princi,*ies  Ju*i^t6tuth,  Suet.  Calig.  i  We  find 

this  name  alfo  applied  to  the  whole  equelbrian  order*  U^v.xYii.  61.’ 


After  a  dilig^it  examination  of  this  volume,  we  muft  pro¬ 
nounce  it  to  be  a  valuable  fyftem  refpeding  Roman  antiquities* 
The  work  is  faithfully  compiled  from  the  moft  approved  authors 
on  the  fubjeS;  and  to  the  multiplicity  of  information  it  con¬ 
tains,  Dr.  Adam  has  added,  with  great  induftry,  innumerable 
references  to  the"  claffic  writers,  which  not  only  ferve  to  confirm 
hiftorical  fails  by  the  moft  authentic  evidence,  but  *  will  prove 
highly  ufeful  to  ftudents,  as  fubfidiary  means  of  iliuftration. 


Art.  VII.  The  School  for  Arrogance  \  a  Comedy.  As  it  is  a^ei 
at  the  Iheatre-Royaly  Covem-Garden.  By  Thomas  HoUrofi. 
pp.  103.  8 VO.  IS.  6d.  Robiiifons.  London,  lygi* 


Mr.  Holcroft,  in  his  preface,  ihews  that  he  has  a  high  idea 

nf  rnmir  miife.  We  nerfet^’lv  aerree  with  him  in  hie 


of  the  comic  mufe.  We  perfectly  agree  with  him  in  his 
ideas,  and  muft  lament  that  fmgfong^  and  farce,  and.ribaldry^ 
have  taken  the  place  of  the  playful  and  elegant  Thalia. 

The  Ghrieux  of  Deftouches;  a  comedy  of  much  reputation 
with  the  French,  is  the  prototype  of  The' School  for  Arroganccm 
But  much  was  to  be  done  in  order  to  accommodate  it  to  our 
ftage.  This  our  author  has  performed  with  confiderable  abi¬ 
lity  ;  and  has  produced  a  comedy  which,  in  our  opinion,  main¬ 
tains  no  mean  rank  among  our  modern  produftlons. 

Count  Conolly  Vil’ars  (the  Glorieux)  is  in  love  with  Mifs 
Lucy  Peckham,  jthe  daughter  of  a  city  knight.  With  ridicu- 
loufly  high  ideas  of  birth  and  rank,  not  even  his  ardent  love  for 
the  young  lady  can  bring  him  to  conceal  his  averfion  to  what 
he  ^inks  a  degrading  connexion;  hence  much  difficulty  and 
oppofition  anfe  on  the  part  of  Lady  Peckham,  who  thinks  that 
riches  are  every  thing,  and  that  the  mayoralty  of  London  is  the 
fi^mit  of  human  exaltation ;  and  who  wilhes  to  marry  her, 
daughter  to’ Sir  Samuel  Sheepy,  an  old  baronet,  fo  civil,  10  ce^ 
remonious,  and  fo  fticepifli,  that  he  can  never  be  brought  to 
fpcak , his  mind'tp.^thcyQunz  lady. 

Xx4u^.,the  filler  of  the  Count,  who  has  been  fomchow  left  in. 
;iVrow  circumftances  by  her  father,  in  order  to  teach  her  hu- 
nijility^  and^wfiodoes  not  know  that  Ihe  has  a  father,  is  reduced 
to  accompany  Mifs  Peckham  as  an  humble  friend.  In  this  fitu-. 
Rtkm  a  mutual" paffion  takes  place  between* hef  and  Edmand, 


km 
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Mifs  Pcckham’s  brother,  while  (he  is  at  the  fame  time  cxpofcj 
to  the  fuperannuated  gallantries  of  Sir  Paul. 

Dorimont,  the  father  of  Lydia  and  the  Count,  makes  his  ap,  * 
pearance  in  mean  attire,  as  an  outlaw^  perfecuted  by  the  French 
police  even  in  this  country.  He^  tor  the  firft  time,  difcovcrs 
himfelf  to  his  daughter,  and  endeavours  to  cure  the  pride  and 
Haughtinefs  of  his  fon  (which  had  led  him  to  boift  of  riches  and 
fplendour  that  he  did  not  polTefs )  by  every  fpccies  of  mortifica. 
tion.  He  fucceeds.  The  Count,  who  at  bottom  is  a  man  of 
worth  and  honour,  fees  and  confefles  his  folly,  is  made  happy  in 
the  poffeffion  of  ft/lifs  Lucy  Peckham,  and  his  fiftcr  Lydia  united 
to  Edmund. 

Such  are  the  outlines  of  the  comedy;  which  is  indebted  to 
M‘Dermot,  the  Irifh  valet  of  the  Count,  for  fome  pleafing  and 
interefting  feenes. 

In  this  play  we  find  much  to  commend,  and  fomething  to 
blame.  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  well  condu<2ed  and  intcrefting; 
but  the  charafiers  of  the  Count,  of  Lady  Peckham,  and  of  Sir 
Samuel  Sheepy,  are,  in  the  language  of  Lady  Peckham,  rather 
«  karaiafoors  the  reformation  of  the  Count  is  much  too  fuddeii 
'and  complete ;  he  docs  not  defeend  from  his  tripod  with  fuffi- 
cient  delay  and  rclutSlance ;  but  this  is  the  cafe  with  moft  thea¬ 
trical  reforms ;  and,  to  fay  no  more,  there  arc  great  impro¬ 
prieties  in  much  of  the  nrft  feene,  between  M‘Dermot  and 
Lydia.  Lydia,  it  is  true,  as  the  humble  companion  of  Mifs 
Lucy  Peckham,  might  hold  a  converfation'  with  M^Dermot,  the 
Count’s  valet,  and  endeavour  to  get  out  of  him  every  thing  that 
anfwered  her  purpofe ;  but  it  is  improper  for  Lydia,  with  the 
good  fenfe  Ihe  is  reprefented  to  have,  to  tell  her  own  ftory  to  a 
fervant:  it  is  an  aukward  way  of  letting  the  audience  into  the 
nature  of  her  fituation,  and  reminds  us  of  fome  of  the  clumfy 
prologues  and  monologues  of  the  ancients,  which  were  made  to 
ferve  the  fame  purpofe.  But  here  we  put  an  end  to  the  dif- 
agreeable  part  of  our  office ;  and  fliall  prefent  our  readers  with 
the  following  feene,  as  a  fpccimen  of  the  comedy.  .  We -do  not 
give  it  as  pofleffing  any  pre-eminence  over  many  other  feenes^ 
but  only  to  (hew  how  the  author  has  depicted  the  two  moft  pro« 
ihinent  chara6ters  of  his  drama : 

i 

•  Entir  Count  io  Lady  Peckham,  homing. 

•  Lady  P.  So,  Sir !  They  tells  me.  Sir,  that  you  and  my  foolift 
huffiaud  are  coUogtting  together^  for  to  marry  my.  daughter.  Is  this 
iroo.  Sir? 

•  Count*  ( iVitb  bis  mfual  polito  bamghtime/s*)  If  it  were,  Madam  ? 

•  Lady  P.  Do  you  know  who  Mifs  Lucy  Peckham  is.  Sir  ? 

^  Count.  Not  very  well.  Madam. 

♦Ladyi^. 
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*  Lady  P.  Sir ! 

Count.  Except  that  (he  is— your  daughter. 

Lady  P.  And  do  you  know  who  I  am.  Sir  ? 

Count.  I  have  been  told,  Madam. — 

Lady  P.  Told,  Sir  !  told !  Vhat  have  you  been  told  ?  Vhat 
have  you  been  told.  Sir  ? 

Count.  That  your  lady(hlp  was  an  honed  wax>chandler’$ 
daughter.  . 

I  ^  Lady  P.  Yes,  Sir!  The  debbidy  of  his  vard,  Sir!  A  common- 
councilman,  and  city  fword-Ecarer !  Had  an  aldermand’s  gownd  von 
year,  vus  chofen  (herifF  the  next,  and  died  a  lord -mayor  elect ! 

*  Count.  *  With  all  his  honours  blooming  on  his  brow.* 

Lady  P.  And  do  you  know.  Sir,  that  I  dgfigns  Sir  Samooel 

Sheepy,  Sir,  an  Englifh  knight  and  barrowknightC  for  the  fpoufe  of 
my  daughter?  A  gentleman  that  is  a  gentleman  !  A  purfon  of  ho¬ 
nour  and  purtenfions,  and  not  a  papilh  Jefubite. 

Count.  Of  his  honours  and  pretenfions  I  am  yet  to  b^informed. 
Madam.  ' 

Lady  P.  Vhat,  Sir !  Do  you  mean  for  to  fay.  Sir,  cr  to  infini- 
vate,  Sir,  that  Sir  Samooel  Sheepy  is  not  your  betters  ? 

*  Count,  If  Sir  Samuel  himfelf.  Madam,  had  put  fuch  a  queftion 
to  me/ 1  would  have  replied*  with  my  fword ;  or,  more  properly,  with 
my  cane. 

Lady  P.  Cane!  Wery  veil.  Sir  1  I’ll  let  Sir  Samooel  know. that 
you  threatens  to  cane  him.  I’ll  take  care  to  report  you.  Cane 
quotha !  He  (hall  talk  to  you. 

*  Count.  Let  him.  Madam. 

Lady  P.  .  Madam !  Madam  !  at  every  vord. — Pray,  Sir,  do  yon 
know  that  Sir  Paul  Peckham  ha  inad  the  honour  to  be  knighted  by 
the  king’s  own  hand  ?  > 

‘  Count.  1  have  heard  as  much.  Madam.  ?- 

Lady  P.  Madam,  indeed ! — And  for  you  for  to  think  for  to 
look  up  to  my  daugh  er  1  *•»  .  » 

Count.  Up,  Madam !  _  _  _  , 

Lady  P.  Yes,  Sir — Up,  Sir! — ^Pray,  Sir,  vhat  are  your  pur-; 
tenfions?  ^  4  ' 

Count.  (With  great  agitaHon,)  Madam! 

Lady  P.  Who  are  you,  Sir?  Vhere  do  you  come  from  ?  Who 
knows  you  ?  Vhat  parifh  do  you  belong  to  ? 

‘  Count.  Madam,  I  am  of  a  family  known  to  hiftory,  known  to 
Europe,  known  to  the  whole  univerfe! 

*  Lady  P.  Ah  !  I  believes  you  are  better  known  nur  trufted. 

*  Count.  The  names  of  Connolly  and  Villar^,  Madam,  never  be- 
ore  were  fo  degraded  as  they  have  been  in  my  pe^^fon. 

Lady  P.  Oh  !  I  makes  no  doubt  but  you  are  a  purfon  that  vould 
egurade  any  name. 

‘  Count.  Infult  like  what  1  have  received  from  you.  Madam,  no 
wff  that  breathes  fhould  utter,  and  efcape  death. — But  you  are — 
Lady  P.  Vhat,  Sir  ?  Vhat  am  I,  Sir?  Vhat  am  I,  Sir  ? 

Count.  A  woman. 
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*  Lady  P.  A  voman,  indeed!  Sir,  I  would  have  you  tolciow 
Sir,  as  how  I  am  a  lady  !  A  lady.  Sir,  of  his  majclly’s  own  making! 
And  moreover.  Sir,  don’t  you  go  for  to  flatter  yourfclf  that  I  Hall 
bellow  the  hand  and  fortin  of  Mifs  Xoocy  Peckham  upon  any  needy 
outLndifli  Count  Somebody •  nobody !'  My  daughter.  Sir,  is  for  your 
betters ! 

*  Count.  Madam,  though  {oiTriX^^(reeoUe3ing  hlmfelf) — I  fay^ 
Madam;  though  fuch  vul— fuch  accufations  are  beneath  all  anfwcr* 
yet  I  mull  tell  you  that,  by  marrying  your  daughter,  if,  after  this,  [ 
(hould  fink  myfelf  fo  low — I  fay,  by  marrying  your  daughter.  Madam 
I  (hould  confer  an  honour  on  your  family,  as  much  fuperior  to  its  ex. 
peCUtions,  as  the  fplendour  of  the  glorious  fun  k  to  the  twinkling  of 
the  worthlcfs  glov  •  .vorm. 

*  Lady  P.  Vhat  1— Vhat!— Edmund.] — Marry  come  up! 
An  Irifli  French  foriner !  Not  fo  good  as  von  of  our  parilh  forpm! 
And  you!  you  purtend  to  compare  yourfelf  to  the  united  houfo  of 
the  Peckhams  and  the  Pringles!  Your  family  indeed!  Youm! 
Vhcrc’s  your  fettlemcnt  ?  Yourn  I  Vusn’t  my  great  uncle,  Mr.  Peter 
Pringle,  the  cheefemonger  of  Gateaton-ftrect,  a  major  in  the  Train,  i 
Bands  befire  you  vus  born,  or  thought  of? 

*  EJtn.  (JJide.)  So,  fo!  Tro  too  late!  (Aloud.)  Let  me  en. 
treat  your  ladyfhip— 

*  Lady  P.  Vhat !  Hasnft  I  an  ownd  filler  at  this  day  married  to 
Mr.  Poladorc  Spragges,  the  tip^^toppell  hot-prelTer  in  dl  Criitched 
Friars’?  Isn’t  my  maiden  aunt.  Mils  Angelica  Pringle,  vorth  thirt}' 
thoufand  pounds,  in  the  South. Sea  funds,  every  day  (he  rifes  ?  And 
doesn’t  I  myfelf  go  to  bed,  and  get  up,  the  greatelt  lady  in  this  here 

.  city  ?  And  for  to  purtend  fur  to  talk  to  me  of  his  family !  Hisn! 

‘  Edm.  (y'trt  fwarmfy.)  1  mull  tell  you,  my  lady,  you  ftrangely 
forget  yourfclf,  and  expofe  your  family  to  ridicule. 

*  Lady  P»  You  njuft  tel!  me.  Sir!  Vhv,  Sir,  how  dare  you  have 
the  temcracity  for  to  come  for  to  go  for  to  dare  for  to  tell  me !  Here’i 
fine  doings  !•  Henpecked  by  my  oWn  chicken  ! 

*  Edm.  T  he  Count,  Madam,  is  a' man  of  the  firft  diflindllon  in 
his  native  country  ?  ' 

X  «  Lady  P.  Vhat  country  is  that.  Sir  ?  Who  ever  heard  of  any 
country  but  England  ?  A  Count  among  beggars !  How  much  is  hii 
Countihip  worth  ? 

*  Count.  1  had  determined  to  be  filent.  Madam,  but  I  find  ‘i 
impoflible !  (^ith  ^vebiment  ^volubility.)  And,  1  myfl  inform  ycu, 
my  family  is^  as  ancient,  as  exalted,  and  as  renpwned,  as  you 
proved  yours  to  be — what  I  lhall  not  repeat  f  I'hat  1  am  the  heir  to 
more  rich  acres  than  I  believe  your  ladyflijp  ever  rode  x;ver! 

xny  father’s  vaflals  are  more  numerous  than  your  ladylhip’s  vauotci 
guineas!  That  the  magnificence  in  which  he  has  lived  looked 
contempt  on  the  petty,  paltry  ftrainings  of  a  trader’s  pride!  Ard 
that  in  his  hall  axe  daily  fed — (Stops  Jkort^  and  betrays  a  confcioujnip 
inaSvtr tent  falfehood^  but  fuddtnly  coitinuts  nvith  incrcajjng 
.  jw«K'#yl--^Ycs,  Madam,  are  daily  fed,  now,  at  this  moment,  Madas 
more  faithful  adherents,  with  their  menials  and  followers,  than 
your  boalled  wealth  ccuid  for  a  fingle  year  fupply  1 
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^  Eim.  Are,  at  this  moment,  f^y  you  ? 

*  Count*,  Sir— I — I  have  faid. 

*  Edm.  I  know  you  to  be  a  man  of  honour,  and  that  you  cannot 
'  fay  what  ia  not. 

*  Count*  I— I— I  have  faid.  Sir.  (Walking  with  great  pertur- 
hation.) 

*  Lady  P.  You  have  faid’ more  in  a  minute  nur  you  can  prove  in 
a  year! 

^  Edm*  (Warmly.)  Madam,  1  will  pledge  my  Ufc  for’ the  Count’s 
veracity - 

Lady  P.  ,You  pledge!  Vhat  do  you  know  about  the  matter?  I’ll 
'  pledge  that  he^  has  been  telling  a  pack  of  the  moll  monllrous — 

<  Eim*  Forbear,  Madam  \  Such  infult  is  too  grofs  to  be  endured, 

almoll,  from  an  angry  woman.  Dear  Count - 

.  *  Lady  P.  Voman  again!  Wery  fine!  W cry  pretty!  Voman 
quptha !  To  be  called  a  voman  by  my  own  witals ! 

*  Count*  (AJide.)  What  have  1  iont  \— (With  agony.)  A  He! 

*  Lady  P*  As  for  you,  Sir,  I  doesn’t  believe  von  vord  you  fay! 
1  knows  the  tricks  of  fuch  (ham  (hevaleers  as  you  too  veil ! 

*  Count*  (Walking  aw cy from  her*)  Torture! 

<  Lady  P*  But  I'll  take  care  to  have  you  prognofticated. 

«  Count*  (AJide*)  Damnation! 

.  *  Lady  P.  1*11  have  you  karakatoored  in  your  troo  colours !  I’ll 
have  you  painted  in  your  father's  hall ;  you  and  your  vooden  (hoe 
(hrugg  and  fnufHe  fcare-crows ;  •  your  half  dozen  lank  and  lean 
Ihotten  herring  (hadows ;  vith  the  light  (hining  through  ’em,  like 
parchment  at  .a  vork(hop  vinder;  grinning  hunger  over  a  dilh 
of  foup-meegnr,  vith  a  fecond  courfe  of  frogs;  and  a  plate  of 
hedge  berries  and  crab*apples  for  the  delTert !’  I’ll  depifter  you ! 
rU  not  forget  your  waffals ! 

*  Count*  (AJide.)  I  can  fupport  it  no  longer.  (Gotng*) 

*  Edm.  (Catches  him  by  the  band*)  My  dear  Count— 

«  Count*  Sir !— 1  am  a  dilhonoured  villain ! 

There  is  much  well-pointed  fatire  both  in  the  prologue  and 
epilogue.  -  —  --  —  -  — 


Art.  VIII.  7^/  Rights  of  Kings :  cr.  Loyal  Odes  to  Dijloyal 
Academicians*  '  By  Peter  Pindar^  Efq*  pp.  70.  4to.  3s. 
Evans.  London,  1791* 

i,  li  '  ' 

pETER’s  addrefs  to  the  reader  will,  at  the  fame  time,  dif> 
^  play  the  objedt  and  nature  of  this  publication ; 

*  Gentl£  Reader, 

•  / 

•  The  foundation  of  the  following  odes  is  (imply  this: — ^Thc  Prc(i. 
dent  of  the  Royal  Academy,  happy  to  be  able  to  gratify  our  amiable 
Monarch  in  the  minuted  of  his  prediie£lions,  reported  lately  to  the 
Academicians  bis  Majefty’s  defire,  that  a  Mr.  Laurence  might  be 
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added  to  the  lift  of  Royal  'Ac<ideinicians,  his  Majefty,  from  his  fope- 
rior  knowledge  in  painting,  being  perfe^ly  convinced  of  this  young  ar- 
tift’s  uncommon  abilities,  and  confequently  fair  pretenfions  to  the  ho¬ 
nour.,  Notwithilanding  the  Koyal  with,  and  the  wifti  of  the  Prefident, 
and  (under  the  rofe  ! !  1)  the  wifli  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Weft,  the  Windfor 
oracle  of  paint,  and  painter  of  hiftory,  the  Royal  Academicians  re¬ 
ceived  the  annunciation  of  his  Majefty’s  wifh.  Sir  Jofhua’s  wifti,  Mr. 
Weft^s  wifti,  wdth  thcinoft  ineffable  Jangfroid,  not  to  call  it  by  the 
harder  name,  difguft.  The  annunciation  happening  on  the  night  of 
an  cleflion  of  Aflbciates,  at  which  Mr.  Laurence  ought  to  have  been 
clefted  an  affociate  (a  Hep  r.ecefTary  to  the  more  exalted  one  of  Koyal 
Academician)— behold  the  obftinacy  of  thefe  Royal  Mules ! — the  num¬ 
ber  of  votes  in  favour  of  Mr.  Laurence  amounted  to  juft  three,  and 

that  of  his  opponent  Mr.  Wheatley  to  fixtcen  ! ! ! - Indignant  and 

loyal  reader,  the  lyric  mufe,  who. has  uniformly  attacked  meannefs, 
folly,  impudence,  avarice,  and  ignorance,  from  her  cradle,  caught 
fire  at  the  above  important  event,  and  moft  loyally  poured  forth  the 
following  Odes,  replete  with  their  iifual  fublimities.* 

Our  old  acquaintance  has  indulged  his  ironical  vein  through¬ 
out  this  performance ;  and,  as  ufual,  has  been  happy,  by  low  and 
unexpedied  allufions,  to  throw  a  ridicule  upon  things  and  per- 
fpns,  that, V  in  general,  are  the  objedls  of  reverence  and  admi¬ 
ration.  The  two  following  inftahees,  which  we  felccl  from 
many,  may  be  produced  as  examples  of  what  we  have  advanced; 

*  1.0 !  w  hen  from  Windfor  mighty  kings  arrive 

London  mackerel  all  alive  . 

And  the  following  ftanza  on  Mr.  Addington  the  Speaker: 

*  When  with  much  agitation,  and  much  dread. 

He  turn’d  about  his  pretty  fpeaker’s  head,  ^ 

One  leg  juft  rais’d  to  hop  into  the  chair. 

Juft  like  a  cat  in  rain  amid  the  Jlreet, 

That  fears  to  veet  her  vohite  and  velvet  feety 

Which  for  a  handfome  gutter -leap  prepare,^ 

We  will  not  vouch  for  the  truth  of  the  commencement  of  the 
following  ode ;  and  our  fentiments  by  no  means  agree  with 
thofe  of  the  author  in  the  conclufion,  viz.  that  Mr.  Weft  is  to 
be  confidercd  as  the  tail  of  the  Royal  Academy ;  yet  the  happy 
epigrammatic  turn  with  which  it  ends,  tempts  us  to  lay  it  before 
our  readers : 

'ODE  XV: 

*  Ah !  could  you  wjfti  your  ♦  Prefident  to  change  ? 

Ah  !  could  you.  Pagans,  after  falfe  gods  range  ?  * 


*  '  The  author  has  fame  reafon  to  imagine  that  a  part  of  the  Aca¬ 
demic  Rebellion  was  meant  to  attack  the  Prefident;  the  difappear- 
ance  of  whofc  works,  in  the  prefent  exhibition,  has  been  fatal. — One 
pklurc  from  Sir  joihua’s  hand  would  have  atoned  for  a  hoft  of  dauhsl 

Swop 
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The  Rights  of  Kings. 

Swop  /olid  Reynolds  for  that  Jhado-jo  Weft  ? 

'  In  love-affairs  variety’s  no  fin — 

Trav’kis  may  change  at  any  time  their  inn — 

Here  ’tis  paint- blafphemy,  I  do  proteft. 

In  Love’s  warm  regions  I  fhould  like,  I  own, 

’  ’Midft  different  climes  to  fix  mvt  throne  : 

David’s  phyficians  order’d  charge  of  ♦  dame— 

And,  lo !  t’improve  our  cows,  we  bid  ’em  pafs 
Into  variety  of  grafs — 

.  With  bulls,  I  guefs,  th’  advantage  is  the  fame. 

And  as  I  Monfieur  Cupidon  employ, 

•To  manufadture  pieces  of  my  joy, 

I  would  not  mad  run  counter  to  the  fafhlon :  \ 

A  little  Sylvia,  with  the  fweeteft  fmile, 

PoiTeffes  power  fome  moments  to  beguile. 

And  in  Elyfium  lap  the  prettied  pafEon. 

But  not  toujours  perdrix—\\it  vulgar  thing ! 

Then  Pleafure  foon  would  fpread  her  wanton  wing : 

No!  no!  Variety  the  game  muft  ftart — 

Come  oft,  and  make  her  curt’fy  to, my  heart; 

And,  like  the  Orange  Girls,  my  tafte  to  fuit. 

Cry,  ‘  Choice  of  fruit — fine  fruit.  Sir — choice  of  fruit.* 

Dull  Conftancy  is  quite  a  Quaker’s  hat, 

So  formal ! — changelefs  in  its  great  broad  brim  : 

Variety's  a  fine  young  playful  cat — 

A  hopeful  imp  of  fpirit,  fport,  and  whim ; 

Who,  when  all  other  objefts  fail. 

Runs  after  its  own  tail.’ 

Perhaps  our  facetious  poet  has  only  feen  Mr.  Weft’s  paint- 

tngs\.  in  which,  we  muft  own^  there  is  a  hardnefs,  a  glare,  and 

a  want  of  harmony ;  but  hacHie  feen  his  drawings^  his  candour. 

would  have  obliged  him  to  fay,  even  to  Sir  Jofhua,  ‘  Go,  and 

do  likewife.*  Not  that  we  wifh  to  detradf  from  the  merits  of 

j  this  veteran  artift,  who  is  certainly  at  the  head  of  the  Britifh 

I  fchool ;  all  we  with  is  to  controvert  the  opinion  of  Peter,  who 

would  place  Mr.  Weft  at  the  tail. 

*  » 
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A  Letttr  from  a  Blacifmhhy  lAe, 

« 

%  * 

AnT.  IX.  A  Letter  from  a  Blacifmith  to  the  MiniJIers  and  EU 
deri  of  the  Church  of  Scotland.  A  New  Edition^  prefaced  with 
Notes  on  the  prefnt  Controverfi  with  the  Dffnters.  pp.  68. 
SvOt.  2s.  Rivingtons.  London,  1791. 

tT  was  the  office  of  Vulcan  of  old  to  forge  thunder-bolts  for 
^  Olympian  Jove.  Here  is  one  of  bis  defeendants,  who  con¬ 
tinues  the  craft,  and,  in  the  caverns  of  Invera'ry,  blows  the 
bellows,  and  moulds  his  fulmina  dira  to  ftrike  thofe  poor  devils, 
the  Scotch  prefbyterians,  down  to  Pluto^s  drear  abode.  This 
footy  Cyclops,  with  his  one  eyei  roundly  aflerts,  aqd,  in  his 
way,  endeavours  to  prove,  that  the  clergy  of  Scotland  are  all 
fools  j  that  their  mode  of  conducing  public  wor&ip  is  ridicu- 
lous  and  indecent ;  that  the  people  make  devotion  a  pretence 
for  vice ;  in  fliort,  that  (take  all  together)  the  eftablifhed  reli-' 
gion  of  that  country  is  a  mafs  of  nonfenfe,  abfurdity,  inde¬ 
cency,  and  fanaticifm.  Bigots  and  ignoramufes,  who  imagine 
their  own  faith  to  be  good,  in  proportion  as  that  of  others  is 
proved  to  be  bad,  may,  with  as  much  eafe  as  Jonah's  whale, 
(wallow  all  that  he  fays ;  but  qur  throats  are  not  fo  wide.  Forty 
years  and  more  have  paffed  over  our  heads;  and  one  effed  of 
this  is,  that  we  are  more  fceptical  than  we  were  twenty  vears 
ago,  and  not  fo  forward  to  believe  every  evil  report  againlt  our 
neighbour.  We  have  frequently  had  occafion  to  be  in  com¬ 
pany  with  Scotch  clergymen,  when  they  came  up  to  fee  this 
great  city,  and  we  found  them  to  be  lenfible,'  well-informed, 
rational  men.  We  have  likewife  had  intercourfe  with  many  of 
the  laity  from  that  country;  and  they  appeared  to  us  quiet,  re¬ 
gular,  moral,*  and  well-informed  in  the  principles  of  religion. 
As  fa£fe  are  in  direft  oppofition  to  the  aflertionS  of  the  High¬ 
land  Blackfmith,  we  doubt  the  truth  of  his  reprefentation’s,  and 
entreat  him  to  take  heed  that  one  of  the  thunderbolts  of  Jupiter 
do  not  fall  on  his  head,  and  avenge  the  caufe  of  truth.  We 
love  our  church,  and  revere  her  excellent  inftitutions ;  but 
we  do  hot  think  that  ftie  ftands  in  need  of  blafting  the  charadler 
of  other  churches,  in  order  to  heighten  her  own  fame.  In 
Ihort,  we  advife  you,  Mr.  Blackfmith,  in  future  to  keep  to  your 
hammer,  make  dirks  and  claymores  for  your  noble  chieftain, 
and  let  the  kirk  of  Scotland  alone. 

The  writer  of  the  preface  has  not  difeovered  more  prudence 
than  zeal.  This  aflbeiate  of  the  Scotch  V  ulcan  is  rather  more 
hot  than  his  northern  brother;  and  hurls  his.  thunderbolts 
againft  the  Englifli  Diflenters  with  fuch  fury,  that,  if  his  power 
do  but  keep  pace  with  his  inclination,  they  muft  lie  fprawling, 
like  Milton’s*  fallen  angels,  bn  the  fiery  waves  of  Tartarus. 

•  We 


1 


WalkcrV  Sermons.  359 

Wc  have  as  fincere  a  regard,  and  as  warm  an  afFedVion,  for  our 
ecclefiaftical  conftitution,  as  the  writer,  of  this  elegant  preface ; 
but  we  muft  frankly  tell  him,  that  it  hurts  our  pride  to  hear  him 
fpcak  of  the  danger  of  the  churchy  as  if  (he  were  a  poor  ricketty 
child,  without  vigour  and  ftrength.  No  j  flic  is  a  venerable 
matron,  whofe  innate  excellence  will  infure  her  dignity  and  in¬ 
dependence.  Befides,  language  fparkling  with  afperity  and  con¬ 
tempt,  and  the  moft  bitter  invedlives  againft  a  whole  body  of 
people,  will  raife  neither  our  church,  nor  its  defender,  in  the 
efteem  of  the  calm  and  the  difeerning  part  of  mankind.  Such 
a  mode  of  writing  injures  the  caufe  it  was  deftgned  to  ferve. 
Let  all  her  fons  remember,  that  a  good-tempered  defence,  fup- 

will  produce  more  lafting  and  be¬ 


neficial  effefts  on  the  mind  of  the  reader,  than  indiferimin^te 
condemnation  i  and  that  moderation,  fuch  as  is  difplayed  by 
our  higheft  dignitaries,  will  moft  efifedfually  (ecure  her  liability 
and  her  peace. 


Art.  X.  SermonSy  by  Robert  Walkery  Senior  Mtnijler  of  the 
Canongatey  Edinhurghy  and  F.  R.  S.  Edin.  .  pp.  448*  8vo.  6s* 
Creech,  Edinburgh  ^  Cadell,  London.  1791* 

E  fometimes  meet  with  fermons  written  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  we  are  ready  to  think  the  defign  of  the  author  was, 
not  to  make  his  readers  wife  unto  falvation,  but  to  Ihew  them 
vdiat  a  wife  man  he  is,  and  to  raife  their  admiration  of  his  learn¬ 
ing  and  talents..  Difeourfes  of  a  different  kind  are  not  unfre- 
quently  prefented  to  our  infpeclion.  We  are  not  troubled  with 
much  learning  or  depth  of  thought,  or  extent  of  views ;  but  the 
great  aim  of  the  lentimental  writer  is  to  make  us  fob  and  cry ; 
and,  by  a  profufion  of  Hows  and  Ohsy  to  pump  up  floods  of 
tears. from  our  eyes,  and  pour  them  down  our  cheeks.  At 
other  times  we  open  a  volume,  and,  without  the  fatigue  of  havr 
ing  our  minds  employed  by  the  entrance  of  ideas,  we  glide  over 
foft  melodious  fentences  that  flow  as  fmooth  as  Avon.  And 
when  we  have  perufed  the  whole,  and  then  inquire  what  was, 
the  defign  of  the  author,  with  hardly  the  trace  of  a  thought 
remaining  in  our  memory,  we  are  forced  to  conclude,  that  it 
was  to  Ihew  us  how  prettily  he  could  compofe,  and  to  court  our 
admiration  of  the  elegance  of  his  ftyle,  juft  as  a  pretty  noifs  of 
feventeen  does  of  her  drefs,  whenfhe  has  ranfacked  her  drawers 
to  the  bottom,  and  put  on  her  mdft  precious  apparel.  Now 
and  then  it  is  our  lot  to  meet  with  a  volume  of  fermons  where  it 
evidently  appears  to  have  been  the  defign  of  the  writer  to  make 
|hi^  readers  wifer  and  better,  and  to  contribu^  his  fhare  to  the 
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flock  of  general  inftruftion  in  the  principles  of  religion.  We 
are  very  thankful  when  we  meet  with  fuch  a  book  ;  and  we  are 
happy  to  have  it  in  our  power  to  fay,  that  Mr.  Walker^s  fer- 
mons  are  of  this  kind,  and  well  calculated  to  furnifh  entertain¬ 
ment  to  the  reader  of  tafte,  and  to  convey  improvement  to  the 
pious  mind. 

The  difeourfes  are  fixteen  in  number,  on  the  following  fub- 
je£ls — The  proper  Improvement  of  Youth. — The  Charafierof 
Saul. — A  Difrelifli  of  Life. — A  Senfc  of  the  Divine  Prefence.— 
The  Advantages  of  a  Religious  Life. — The  Profpe(Sls  of  Im¬ 
mortality  opened  by  the  Gofpel! — The  compaffionate  Defign  of 
Chrill’s  . Coming. — Chrift  the  Object  of  the  Admiration  of  the 
Saints  in  Heaven. — Love  to  Chrift.— -Means  of  recommending 
Religion  to  others. — Bonds  of  Union  among  Chriftians.— 
Candour. — Almfgiving. — The  Value  of  a  Good  Namei— Un¬ 
faithful  nefs  to  Confcience.— Our  imperfedl  Conceptions  of  the 
Thoughts  and  Ways  of  God. 

Mr.  Walker  difeovers  himfelf  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the 
world,  and  with  the  human  heart,  and  (what  is  better  than 
both)  with  the  facred  feriptures,  which  he  illuftrates  in  a  very 
judicious  and  fenftble  manner.  The  ftyle  is  perfpiQUOus,  chafte, 
has  fome  claims  to  fimple  elegance,  and  is  exceedingly  well 
adapted  for  difeourfes  to  the  people.  We  were  much  pleafed 
to  find  the  language  fo  pure,  and  fo  free  from  thofe  provincial 
terms  and  phrafes,  which  .it  is  fo  exceedingly  difficult  for  a 
North-Britain  to  avoich  Perhaps  fewer  Scotticifms  are  to  be 
found  in  this  volume,  than  even  in  Dr.  Blair  himfelf.  We  re¬ 
marked  the  following  words  :  pled  for  pleaded^  conJiruSf  for  can^ 
Jlrue\  and  to  appeal  ufed  as  an  adlive  tranfitive  verb. 

That  our  readers  may  form  fome  judgment  of  Mr.  Walker^s 
manner,  we  beg  leave  to  give  two  Ihort  extracts,  one  from  the 
firft  fermon,  and  the  other  from  the  laft. 

In  the  firft  difeourfe,  fpeaking  of  the  early  culture*  of^  the 
heart,  he  thus  exprefles  himfelf : 

*  Whoever,  indeed,  has  lived  any  confiderable  time  in  fociet/i 
muft  have  obferved  many  inftauces  in  which  the  beft  natural  advan¬ 
tages  have  been  of  little  or  ho  ufc  to  their  owners  in  the  great  con¬ 
cerns  of  life.  While  their  talents  and  difpofitions  were  beginning  to 
unfold,  they  were  beheld  with  admiration  by  all  around  them.  Ibc 
xnoll  fauguine  hopes  were  entertained  of  their  future  fuccefs ;  and  no 
ftation  of  focicty  was  deemed  too  high  for  them  to  fill  with  honour 
and  applaufe. 

•  But,  in  the  progrefs  of  life,  thefe  early  meteors  have  either  faded 
in  fplendour,  or  have  taken  an  eccentric  courfe,  arid  dazzled  only, 
without  being  ufcful.  Confident  of  their  own  talents,  they  have 
difdained  to  fubmit  to  habits  of  application  \  their  palDons  have 

enflaved 
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fnllavcd  them ;  inconflancy  has  barred  their  way  to  ufeful  attain¬ 
ments;  falfe  objc£\s  of  emulation  have  led  them  aftray;  improper 
attachments  have  confirmed  the  dclufions  of  paffion  ;  and  they  have 
inaily  funk  into  ufeleffnefs,  contempt,  and  milery.  Such  examples, 
unhappily  too  frequent,  are  beacons  fet  up  to  warn  thofe  who  are  be¬ 
ginning  the  voyage  of  life ;  or  rather  they  are  the  dreary  tokens  of 
fcipwreck,  marking  the  rocks  and  (hallows  that  have  been  fatal  to 
others.* 

The  laft  difeourfe  is  on  Ifa.  Iv.  8.  ‘For  my  thoughts  are  not 
your  thoughts,  neither  are  your  ways  my  ways,  faith  the  Lord.* 
The  following  paragraph  we  extraft  from  it,  as  capable  of  being 
prefented  by  itfelt,  not  as  being  more  excellent  than  the  reft 

‘  The  negled  of  attending  to  the  important  caution  in  the  text 
often  produces  fceptical  doubts  as  to  the  extent  of  the  divine  admi- 
niftration  in  ruling  the  aiFairs  of  the  world.  If  we  confider  the  ob- 
jeSions  that  have  been  dated  againft  the  dodrine  of  a  f articular  fro-- 
videncBy  over  ruling  and  diredting  every  event  in  the  univerfe,  wc 
lhall  find  them  reding  principally  on  the  fuppofition  that  the  Almighty 
‘  is  altogether  fuch  an  one  as  ourfelves,’  unequal  to  fo  great  a  mul¬ 
tiplicity  of  cafes,  or  didionoured,  like  the  great  ones  of  the  earth,  by 
an  attention  to  every  minute  objedt.  Hence  it  has  been  conjedlured, 
that  he  mud  certainly  make  ufe  of  the  means  which  appear  to  us  mod 
convenient  for  accomplifhing  the  great  variety  of  ends  in  his  govern¬ 
ment.  And  as  general  laws  edablilhed  at  fird,  but  afterwards  left 
folely  to  their  own  influence,  feem  to  our  apprehenfion  the  mod 
compendious  fcheme  that  could  be  adopted,  the  courfc  of  Providence 
has  accordingly  been  reprefented  as  little  elfc  than  a  chain  of  necef- 
fary  caufes,  and  the  oppofite  belief  condemned  as  detradling  from 
the  be;iuty  and  fimplicity  of 'the  great  fydem.  But  who  made 
judges  of  the  preferable  plan  for  condudling  the 'affairs  of  the  uni^ 
f  Who  has  affured  us  that  our  ideas  of  beauty  and  fimplicity  of 
adminidration  are  to  be  a  rule  to  the  Supreme  Governor  of  all  ?  Who 
has  fuggeded  that  the  Infinite  Mind  is  didrafted  by  variety  of  ob- 
jefts,  or  that  Omnipotence  is  fatigued  with  multiplied  operations  ? 
‘  Had  thou  not  known,  had  thou  not  heard,  that  the  Everlading 
God,  the  Lord,  the  Creator  of  the  ends  of  the  earth,  fainteth  not, 
neither  is  weary?  There  is  no  fearching  of  his  underdanding. 
Ifa.  xl.  28.^ 


Art.  XL  Poetic  Laurels  for  Charadlers  of  dijlinguijhei  Merit  \ 

interferfed  with  Poems^  moral  and  entertaining^  dedicated  to  his 

Royal  Highnefs  GeorgSy  Prince  of  JValeSy  by  Maria  and  Hurt  iet 

FaUonary  Authors  of  a  Colledlion  of  PoemSy  and  Slavery^  a  Trade, 

pp.  88.  4to.  5s.'  Walter.  London,  1791.  • 

* 

E  have  derived  no  fmall  degree  of  pleafure  from  the  pe- 
rufal  of  the  juvenile  efforts  of  thefe  two  young  ladies.  By 
the  way,  it  is  rather  extraordinary  that  fitters  Ihould  choofe  the 

7  fame 
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lame  occupation,  and  purfue  it  with  equal  excellence.  As  eaci, 
piece  is  marked  with  the '  name,  of  its  author,  we  lhall  prefent 
our  readers  with  a  .few,  extracts,  which  they  will  be  enabled 

to  forni  a  more  adequate  judgmeiu  lof  tl^  beauties  of  theic 
Pottic  Laurels :  ^  ai  r:  qii;  ^  _  .. 

^  .t)  ! 

«  On  the  Recovery  of  his^MAjEsry. 

How  late  the  pcnfive  Mufe  on  Albion^s  fliore 
Mourn’d  o’er  hcr'ufclefs  harp,  as'to  the  wind  ‘ 
Wav’d  her  neglected  hair,  ’ 

A  cyprefs  garland  her  pale  brow  entwin’d ; 

,  Slowly  (he  wander’d  where  the  rude  waves  roar. 

Aiding  their  murmurs  with  a  plaintive  figh; 

While  mild  in  her  cxpreflive  eve  ^ 

The  gufhing  drops  of  forrow  (none. 

There  Melancholy  fat  reclin’d. 

Trembling  as  Phrenzy ‘hurl’d  her  thunders  on  a  throne, 

•  ^  i  4  .  ' 

Maria  Falconar.’ 
^  ^  Moon.  - 


'  «  Here,  hail  thou  melancholy  beam !  • 

Sweet,  filver,  wild,  romantic  light, 

^  That  o'er ^thc  willow  crefted  glade  *  .  j, 

Peeps  thro’  the  op’ning  eyelid  of  the  night;  ,0  ,  ^ 

Oft  by  cheerful  moon-light  gleam. 

Dimpling  light  the  fportive  ftream, 

I  woo  young  Fancy  from  the  mufe’s  (hade. 

Where,  on  the  white  thorn’s  bofom  thrown. 

The  fpangling  dew-drop  lightly  (hone. 

Or  Philomel,  beneath  thy  penfivc  ray. 

Tun’d  thro’  the  night  her  folitary  layi 

Harriet  Falconai.’ 

•  t 

*  To  R,  B.  Sheridan,  Efq.  »  » 

«  The  Mufe,  who  thus  devotes  her  lay. 

Forgive — (he  faw  the  foul  of  beauty  (hine  ^  , 

Full  in  the  candid  eye  of  truth. 

And  caught  the  theme  with  warmth  divine. 

Tho’ Genius  o’er  her  early  youth  ^  / 

Sheds  but  a  twilight  ray. 

Yet  let  not  thy  fuperior  fancy  fcorn ; 

*  For  thus  the  lark,  with  velvet  throat. 

Mounts  on  the  blooming  bo(bm  of  the  mom,  ^ 

-  And  hails  the  foUr  god  with  many  a  mellow  note, 

Maria  Falconar/ 
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*  To  the  Qjt  bin. 


•  Ye  Hourii  trsdn,  who  float  upon  my  dreamst  '  '  ' 

Young  Spring,  with  half-dos’d  eye. 

Upon  whofe  lid  the  morning  dew-drop  beams. 

Shall  drop  your  garlands  nigh. 

Here  bright  Hope  nom  her  ft^ry  wings 
Shakes  the  light  (how*r  of  gold. 

And  round  the  oofom  of  Enjoyment  flings 
Soft  Expectation’s  future  fold. 

^  Harriet  Falconar.* 

There  are  a  few  grammatical  miftakes,  and  fome  inaccura* 
les  of  exprefllon,  which  we  (hall  not  particularife. 

The  young  ladies  have  prefixed  their  portraits  to  their  poetic 
fforts  j  and,  indeed,  were  the  critic,  after  fele£Ung  the  errors,. 

iut  to 

‘  Look  in  tbeir  faces,  bid  forget  them  all.’ 


iRT.  XII.  A  Sermm  on  Faith  and  Ele^iorij  preached  before  the 
Vniverjity  of  Cambridge,  by  Thomas  Hayter^  A'L  one  of  bis 
Majejty  5  Preachers  at  IVhitehaily  isc.  pp.  25.  8vo.  is« 
Payne.  London,  1791. 

^OME  weeks  ago  we  heard  a  learned  friend  remark,  that 
^  biblical  learning  has  not  been  at  fo  low  a  pitch  in  England 
DT  this  century  pait  as  it  is  now.  Were  we  to  confider  the 
irmon  before  us  as  the  rule  of  judgment,  we  ihould  be  forced 
}  fubferibe  to  his  decifion.  This  Cantab.  M.  A.  will  be 
iought,  ^by  many  of  his  readers,  to  have  paid  but  little  atten- 
on  to  the  Bible  5  and  he  appears  to  us  to  be,  in  a  great  mea- 
irc,  unacquainted  with  theological  controverfy.  He  is  very 
irious  againll  the  poor  Calvinifts,  and  charges  them  with « 
olding  dogmas  that  are  abfurd,  impious,  and  unfriendly  to 
ml  goodnefs.  We  wifh  to  give  as  well  as  tlie  aevil^ 

is  due;  and  as  we  have  in  our  time  read  the  writings  of  many 
f  the  jirji  gentleman’s  followers,  both  of  the  i6th,  17th,  and 
8th  century,  we  can  confidently  aflhre  Mr.  Hayter,  that  they 
ave  no  fuch  ideas  of  election,  regeneration,  faith,  and  juftifi- 
^tion,  as  he  aferibes  to  them.  If  he  will  not  take  our  Word, 
fe  refer  him  for  fatisfadlion  to  the  works  of  Jonathan  Ed^ 
^ardi,  of  New- England,  or  Stapferus,  a  divine  of  Switzer- 
.  There  may  be  fome  ignorant  men  who,  though  they  do 
^  underftand  Calvin’s  fyftem  better  than  Mr.  Hayter,  call 
^wfelves  by  his  name,  and  who  have  uttered  many  ridiculous, 
Xf  N  fome  almoll  blaiphemous  things.  But  this  ought  no  more 
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to  be  charged  on  Calvijiifts  in  general,  -than  a  weak  fermoij 
coming  from  a  graduate  of  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge  could 
be  alledged  as  a  proof  that  the  members  of  that  venerable  body 
arc  weak  and  illiterate  men.  Mr.  Hayter’s  interpretation  of 
many  of  the  texts  that  he  quotes,  difcovers  but  a  very  imperfe^' 
acquaintance  with  the  facred  fcriptures,  and  with  the  commen. 
taries  of  fome  of  the  moft  acute  critics  in  different  fyftems. 
His  ideas  of  faith,  falvation,  &c.  are  not  fupported  by  any  folid 
argument  that  we  could  perceive,  and  are^  contradicted  by  nu. 
mcrous  pafl'agcs.of  the  New  Teftament.  The  ftyle  is  quaint 
and  affected  j  and  we  were  frequently  obliged*  to  paufe  for  a 
moment  before  we  could  comprehend  his  meaning;  We  advife 
our  author  to  perufe  his  Bible  more  carefully  before  he  publiflies 
any  more  doctrinal  fermons,  and  to  read  controverfial  theology 
with  greater  attention,  before  he  again  ventures  to  attack  any 
religious  feit ;  and  alfo  fo^  this  additional  reafon,  that  his  Ma. 
jefty,  God  blefs  him  !  one  of  whofe  ghoftly  guides  he  is,  may 
DC  entertained  with  more  folid  and  inftruilive  difcourfes  when  it 
is  Mr.  Haytcr^s  turn  to  preach  at  the  Chapel  Royal. 


Art.  XIII .  The  Duty  of  Chrijliam  to  Magijirates  \  a  Serm:n^ 
occrfioned  by  the  Riots  at  Birmingham^  preached  at  the 
IVcigh  Houfey  Eajicheap.  By  fohn  Clayton,  pp.  41.  8vo.  is. 
Dilly.  London,  1791. 


A  White  crow  is  a  phenomenon  that  appears  but  now  and  | 
then.  Here  is  one,  gentle  reader :  a  diffenting  minifter 
enforcing  the  doftrine  of  paflive  obedience  and  non-refiftance; 
and,  with  all  the  fiercenefs  of  the  pope  of  Rome,  thundering 
down  dreadful  anathemas  on  thofe  who  are  fo  wicked  as  not  to 
receive  Thomas  a  Boon  from  heaven.  Mr.  Clayton  tells  us, 
that  he  founds  his  fentiments  on  the  authority  of  the  New 
Teftament.  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul  are  introduced  as  fupport- 
ing  them.  We  always  thought  that  St.-  Peter  and  St.  Paul, 
both  in- their  preaching  and  epiftles,  had  it  folely  in  view  to 
propagate  the  Chriftian  religion.  As  to  political  inftitutions 
and  forms  of  civil  government,  they  left  it  to  the  reafon  and 
common-fenfe  of  men  to  mould,  alter,  and  regenerate  them  as 
they  pleafed.  Among  other  moral  duties,  they  \recommended 
.obedience  to  magiftrates  for  confcience  fake;  but  they  do  not 
fay  how  far  it  is  to  be  carried,  or  that  it  has  no  limits.  Paul’s 
cxaniple,  on  feveral  occafions,  plainly  proves  that  he  did  not 
confider  it  as  obliging  him  to  give  up  his  civiLrights,.and  the 
privileges  of  a  Roman  citizen.  On  the  contrary,  when  ma- 

giftrates  and  people  in  power  were  going  to  take  them  away,  ox 
'  bad 
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rj  fnatched  them  from  ‘him  for  a  feafon,  he  reclaims 

kgjn  with  all  the  fpirit  of  a  French  revolutionift.  It  is  with  a 
^rv  bad  grace  that  gentlemen  of  Mr.  Clayton’s  kidney  inveigh 

I  ^  I!..: _ 1  r _  .1 
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Tainft  political .  fermon^  and  political  paribns,  while  they 
mfelves  bring  politics  into  the  pulpit  by  wholefale,  and  vend 
hem  with  fuflicient  warmth.  But  they  are  very  confident  that 
ey  alone  arc  in  the  right ;  and  are  generally  very  angry  at 
ofe  who  think  it  unlawful  for  Ahab  to  take  away  Naboth’s 
ineyard,  and  for  Jezebel  to  caufe  to  ftone  him  with  ftones  till 
dies,  and  who  boldly  fay  that  fuch  a£ls  of  tyranny  ought  to* 
refilled.  An  eafy  cure  for  Mr.  Clayton’s  mania  would  be  for 
im  to  feel  the  hard  gripe  of  the  iron  hand  of ’arbitrary  power, 
iid  to  fucceed  the'  Dutch  book  feller  in  the  wooden  cage  at 
t.  Michel.  By  the  time  he  had  roofted  there  for  a  month  or 
^’0,  he  would  come  out  a  regenerated  man,  and  a  perfect  con- 
ert  to  the  principles  of  liberty  and  the  rights  of  man.  Mr, 
Clayton  may  be  a  very  good  divine,  but  he  Is  a  fofry  politician 
ndeed.  Perhaps  he  is  not  aware  of  the  extent  of  his  own 
onclufions;  but  he  condemns  the  revolution  in  168?,  and  aU 
hofe  venerable  men  who  merited  fo  highly  of  their  country  by 
king  an  adlive  part  in  order  to  bring  it  about.  The  difeourie 
badly  written.  In  fliort,  the  old  proverb  was  never  more  ap- 
icable  than  to  Mr.  Clayton  in  the  prefent  inftance :  Ne  futor 
jiitra  aepidam." 


Art.  XIV.  Hijlorical  and  Familiar  EJpiys  on  the  Scriptures  of 

the  Old  Tejiamenif.  By  John  Collier^  Me  of  Charter-  Houji 

Square^  London^  now  of  High  Wycombe^  Bucks,  pp.  jOc6.  8vo, 

2vols;  I’os.  6d.‘  -High  Wycombe,  printed.  J791. 

.  *  • 

/ 

iX/fANY  attempts.have.been  made  to  render  the  reading  of 
I  ^  the  facred  writers  interefting.  The  obfolete  language  of 
fomc  parts,  the  obfeurity  of  others,  joined  to  the  unpleaTant  in- 
tcrhiption  from  the,divifion  of  verfes,  are  too  apt  to  relax  the 
inclination,  of  young  minds  in  the  perufal  of  the  moft  important 
of  all  writings.  On  this  account  fome  authors,  who  have  pof- 
fefled  that  kind  of  tafte  in  compefition  which  is  fure  to  embel- 
li(b  any  memorable  charafter  or  event,  have  undertaken  feled 
palTages  of  the  Bible,  and  prefented  the  public  with  hiltories  of 
Jiffercnc  heroes,  or  ftriking  events.  7'hefe,  when  arranged 
^ith  judgment,*  have  been  highly  ufeful,  inafmuch  as  they  havx 
proved  the  vehicle  for  conveying  important  truths,  and  illuftrat- 
cuftoms,  the  knowledge  of  which  ferves  to  render  other 
paflagfs  more  intelligible.'  Nor  have  attempts  been  wanting  to 
render  the  w'hole  of  feripture  interefting  by  commentaries,  and 
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even  by  a  regular  chain^of  hiftorical  deduction.  But  thefc,  fr, 
their  prdixity)  have  too  often  defeated  their  purpofe ;  while 
former,  from  the  confined  nature  of  their  objed,  were  my 
circumferibed  in  tlieir  degree  of  utility*  The  author  of 
production  before  us  has  endeavoured  to  unite  the  advan 
of  both,  and  to  keep  clear  of  their  inconveniencies.  The  rca 
muft  not  expe<%  a  difplay  of  erudition,  nor  a  flippancy  of 
which,  while  it  amufes  the  ear,  produces  no  efledt  on  the  mi 
or  the  heart.  The  work,  we  are  told,  afforded  the  wri 
pleafure  in  folitude  and  retirement ;  and  that  pleafure  he  v 
defirous  of  communicating’  to  others.  Particularly  anxious 
impart  comfort  to  a  forrowing  mind,  he  earneftly  perfuades 
fuch  as  labour  under  it  to  perufe  the  feriptures.  The  magni 
cence  of  the  events  there  recorded  are  well  adapted  to  wi 
ournninds  of  thofe  trivial  purfuits  from  which  arife  all  our  11 
^ifeomfitures  and  difappointments. 

'  If  thefc'-effays  wanted  any  apology,  the  goodnefs  of  theau 
thor’s  intentions  might  be  a  fufficient  one.  Let  them  then  ferv 
as  an  apology  for,  perhaps  the  only  fault  the  reader  will  have 
pardon  in  them,  an  occafional  !ncorre<^nefs  of  ftyle,  whi 
thofe  who  are  not  in  the  habit  of  offering  their  thoughts  to 
public  are  apt  to  fall  into,  and  which  might  be  expeCted 
one  who  commenced  author  in  the  decline  of  life,  we  have 
fon  to  fear  under  impreflions  ill  fuited  to  critical  precifion. 
a  few  introductory  pages  he  has  premifed  fomc  ufeful  ohfe 
tions  on  the  manners,  public  and  private,  of  the  Jews,  thel 
drefs,  education,  &c.  after  which  the  firft  eflay  gives  us  a 
picture  of  the  country  of  Judea : 
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‘  The  Ifraelites  were  feparated,  from  amidll  an  idolatrous  wor! 
to  preferve  the  knowledge  of  the  one  Supreme  God,  the  father 
all,  and  the  purity  of  his  worfhip,  while  all  the  nations  around  the 
were  idolaters. 

*  The  Jewlfli  territories,  although  of  very  fmall  extent,  and  hid 
folitary  obfeurity,  unnoticed  by  authors  who  dcfcrlbe  the  kingdu 

and  all  the  powerful  ftates  arotind  them,  yet  claim  a  patient  anddi 
nguifhed  examination  from  the  multiplicity,  variety,  and  extraerj 
dinary  tranfaflions  authentically  recorded,  and  highly  interefting. 

.  ‘  The  choice  allotted  them  to  be  God’s  peculiar  people — Jehova 
was  their  judge,  lawgiver,  and  kir^g — with  a  high  hand  and 
ftretched-out  arm,  their  deliverer  from  Egyptian  bondage — a  zigzij 

i*Oumey,  and  of  forty  years,  when  the  diltance  was  fo  (hort  froa 
igypt  to  Canaan — awful,  ftrange,  and  many  wonderful  events,  tend 
ing  to  reCrify  their  errors,  diveft  them  of  prejudice,  and  educiJ 
them  for  the  nigh  honours  he  intended  them — the  aftoniftiing  profl 
of  his  patronage  and  power,  by  laying  bare  his  arm,  making  a  p 
fage  for  them  through^the  Red  Sea,  all  on  foot,  to  the  wildcfp  -h^ 
Ktham— his  feeding  in  the  defert  this  immenfe  multitude  day  N 
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teot>  Ifrael’s  flanding  orders  were  to  move  forwards  under  their  Di¬ 
me  frotedor — the  awful  and  tremendous  voice  of  Go4>  pronounc¬ 
ing  the  law  from  Mount  Sinai»  all  the  people  trembled^  the  moun* 
tain  finoked>  the  earth  ihouk«  and  the  fmuke  afcended,  and  a  loud 

trumpet  founded - his  rules  of  war — a  miraculous  conqueft  of  a 

country,  populous,  warlike,  and  ftrongly  fortified  by  nature  and  art. 
A  wonderful  revolution,  an  entire  new  government,  its  polity,  diftin- 
guilhed  advantages,  laws,  civil  and  religious,  curious,  inllru^tive,  aod 
intcrefting. 

♦  The  of  this  glory  Judea* 

<  This  once  happy  and  highly  favoured  fpot  was  firft  peopled  by 
Canaan,  grandfon  of  Noah,  and  for  more  than  four  hundred  years 
called  the  Land  of ’Promife,  till  the  promife  was  performed,  and  af¬ 
terwards  it  was  called  Judah  and  Ifrael,  as  confifting  of  thefe  two 
kingdoiDi.  Judea,  that  being  the  mofi  powerful  tribe.  Paleilioe^ 
from  the  Phiiifiines  its' inhabitants.  *  And  the  Holy  Land,  from  be¬ 
ing  the  feene  of  our  Saviour’s  paffion,  humiliation,  and  fufferings. 

*  It  is  fituated  in  Afia  Minor,  on  both  iides  the  river  Jordan, 
bounded  on  the  we*ft  by  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  Syria  and  Phxnicia 
OQ  the  north,  Arabia  Deferta  on  the  eaft,  Arabia  Petrea  on  the 
fouth,  and  was  intended  to  take  in  all  that  tra£t  of  country  from  the 
ocean  to  the  river  Euphrates.  The  Wilderncfs  was  its  limits  to  the 
Ibuth,  Lebanon  north,  the  river  Euphrates  eafl,  and  the  ocean  to  the 
weft.  Between  all  thefo,  *  every  pbacc  whereon  the  foies  of  your  feet 
ftall  tread,  (hall  be  yours.’— Thus  ran  the  original  edift. 

The  country  is  mountainous,  but  beautifully  faced  with  vale  and 
fifing  ground,  clothed  with  the  orange  and  the  citron  grove,  \\ath 
vineyards  interfered  with  lawn,  and  arable  in  luxuriant  crops,  and 
more  than  once  a  year.  The  bud,  the  blofTom,  and  the  ripe  fruit, 
on  the  fame  tree,  exhibit  a  variety  of  beauty.  It  abounds  with  the 
fragrant  balm  of  Gilead,  and  apples  of  PSradife,  by  hundreds  in  a 
clutter.  Honey  ran  down  .in  plenty  from  the  trees,  and  even  from 
the  rocks,  the  induftrious  bee  hiving  every  where.  Cotton,  hemp, 
fiax,  and  fogar  cancs,  all  grew  in  great  profufion,  hill  and  vale  were 
in  perpetual  verdure ;  the  rifing  grounds  wooded  with  the  fweet  cy- 
ptefs,  palm-trees,  and  the  ftately  cedar ;  'the  river  Jordan  overflowed 
its  banks,  luxuriantly  fertililing  all  the  plain.  Sea  breezes  and  re- 
frclhing  fgrings,  in  rivulets  and  llreams,  invigorated  and  j^eautified  a 
^cry  principal  part  of  this  once  happy  country.  One  acre  feemed 
heaped  upon  another,  increafing  its  matchlefs  fertility.  The  prophet 
fcektel  calls  it  the  glory  of  all  lands,  flowing  with  milk  and  honey^ 
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and  the  vintage  was  twice  ancj  thrice  a  year ;  its  bowels  were  mines 
of  iron  and  bfafs,  and  its  furfacc  rich  in  yafturage  for  numcrooj 
Bocks  land  herds  of  cattle  great  and  fmall. 

*  Ff  fh  w'erc  caught  in  the  greatcft  abundance  and  variety ;  and  a 
principal  gate  of  the  city  Jcrufalem  was  called  the  fifh-gate. 

'  An  adjacent  lake  fupplied  them'  with  immciife  quantities  of  fait 
cftecmed  of  a  mofl  excellent  quality.  * 

*  Sacred  hiftory  furniftics  you  with  proofs,  which  aflonifli  you,  of 
the  richnefs  and  fertility  of  the  foil ;  and  the  bill  of  fare  of  one  day’s 
confumption  in  the  palace  is  a  glowing  pidlufe  of  plenty  and  hof. 
pitality :  729  bufhels  of  wheat,  30  oxen,  io5  flicep,  with  a  proper, 
tionable  quantity  of  venifon,  poultry,  fifh,  and  vcfgetables. 

*  The  daily  religious  ceremonies  in  the  temple  and ‘clfe where 

confumed  much*  more  cattle,  and  the  facrifice  offered  up  at  the  folenm 
and  magnificent  dedication  of  it  was,  two-and-tWcnty*thoufand  oxeii, 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  fheep.  '  -  ^  « 

*  The  fruitfulnefs  of  the  promifed  land  is  accounted  for  from  ^  the 
fcrenc  temperature  of  the  air,  under  the  north  temperate  zone  ;*  the 
regularity  of  its  feafbns ;  *  the  conftant  fruitful  fhowers  of  November 
and  April,’  called  its  former  and  the  latter  rain  ;  ‘  the  natural  rich¬ 
nefs  and'fatnefs  of  the  foil,  requiring  no  dung  nor  manure,  and  very 
little  plowing the  overflowing  of  the  river  jordan  annually,  fcon 
after  Eafter,  about  the  time  of  the  early  harvefl ;  from  the  encou¬ 
ragement  given  to  holbandry,  every  inch  of  land  was  improved,  the 
barren  places  yielded  fomething ;  rocky  ground,  covered  with  mould, 
produced  corn,  pulfc,  and  pafturc  ;  the  blefling  and  influence  of  hea¬ 
ven  ^was  every  where  experienced. 

‘  Judea  was  divided  into  maritime  and  inland,  into  the  m<^untainocs 
or  hilly  country,  and  champaign  and  valley;  and  as  the  river  Jord-n 
ran  acrgfs  it,  into  Judea  on  this  fide,  and  beyond  joid'an  ;  but  a  more 
confiderable  one  was  into  twelve  cantons,  and  divided  by  Lt  among 
the  twelve  tribes,  of  which  ten  and  an  half  were  feated  on  one  fide 
the  river^  and  only  two  and  an  half  on  the  other.  In  the  reign  of  So¬ 
lomon  it  was  divided  a  little  difterently,  and  called  the  twelve  pro¬ 
vinces  or  diilrids,  from  each  of  which  an  officer  or  fteward  was,  by 
rotaiioo,  deputKl  monthly  to  fupply  the  king's  houfehold  with  pro- 
vifions,  each  out  of  his  own  diftrid.  A  more  fatal  divifion  was  made 
after  Solomon’s  death ;  ten  tribes  revolted  under  Jeroboam,  who  af- 
fumed  the  title  of  King  of  Ifrael ;  two  tribes  only  remained  wichi 
Rehoboam,  fon  of  King  Solomon ;  and  he  was  afterwards  ftiled  King 
cf  Judah. 

*  In  this  di Ariel  once  flourifhed  the  celebrated  city  of'Jerufalein, 
divided  intd  four  parts,  and  each  was  inclofed  in  its  own  walls. 

*  The  old  city  on  Mount  Zion  contained  a  fuperb  caiile  and  the 
palace  of  David;  the  lower  city,  on  the  fide  of  the  fame  hill,  called 
the  Daughter  of  Zion,  contained  two  magnificent  palaces  built  by 
Solomon  for  himfelf  and  his  Queen  the  daughter  of  Pharaoh,  and* 
third  for  the  princes  and  houfel^old;  and  aifo  a  flately  amphitheatre, 
capable  of  containing  eighty  thoufand  fpeftators;  and  two  immenfely 
flrong  fortifications,  which  were  called  citadels.  The  third  city'^'-s 
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taflcd*  the  New  City,  inhatited  by  tradefmen;  artificers,  and  nier* 
cfiants.  The  fourth  fiood  Ob' Mount  Momb,  and  was  di^ified  with 
fte  m<^  magnificent  temple,  the  ornament  and  glory  of  a  world,  im-i 
Dcnfe,  of  polifiied  marble,  eighty-two  yards  high,  and  its  celebrate^ 
tower  twelve  hundred  feet.  ,  . 

«  Under  ^e  viftbl<  .difpjcafure  of  the  Almighty,  and  the  Turkilh 
yoke,  a'  fad  and  difmal  change  is  now  experienced  in  Judea ;  by  fal^ 
(begreatcii  part  is  reduced  to  a  merf  defert ;  of  its  numerous  inKabi^ 
tanu,  millions  were  flalo  under  Titus,  thoufands,  and  ten  flioufands 
deftroyed  by  famine  and  ^(lilencc,  and  the  reihaindet'  fold  and  dif^ 
peffed  into  almoft  every  dime  and  country :  and  of  fo  fmall  ellimaticn 
were  they,  that  the  price  of  four  Jews  was  only  a  bulhel  of  barley^ 
ASangiac,  the  prefent  governor,  refides  in  a  houfe,  faid  to  have  bfeii 
Fontius  Pilate’s,}  the  churches  are  Mahometan  itiolques;  and  all  the 
trade  of  this  once  flouriOiing  and  highly  favoured  city,  is  beads,  re- 
lifis,  and  provifion  for  travellers.  . 

‘  The  city  reduced  to  a  poor,  thinly  inhabited  town,  on  a  rocky 
mountain^  the  fbU  ftonyj  Tandy,  and  barren. 

*  A  fbort'-Uved  chahge  X^nd  one  we  read  of  with  aftonifliment)  thia 
dty  experienced  unde^  the  Emperot  Adrian,  after  Titus  had  plun* 
deied,  burnt}  .and  demoU/hed  it.  The  Emperor  built  a.city  on  its 
roins,  and  erefled  a  ftatue  of  Jupiter  over  the  place  of  the  Refur- 
redlon,  a  Venus  on  Mount  Calvary,  and  an  Adonis  at  Bethlehem ; 
and  thefe  all  continued  till  the  Emperor  Conilantine  and  his  mother 
Helena,  a  Britifh  lady,  palled  them  down,  and  eredled  in  their  dead 
magnificent  churches,  now  remaining :  but  the  Turks  are  the  mailers, 
and  keep.the  keys  ir\  their  poiTeiTion.  . 

*  New  colonies, from  diftant  countries  repcopled  Judea# 

'  Inundations  of  northern  barbarians,  and  the  blind  zeal  of  Chrif- 
tlaas  encountering  with  Mahometans,  have  completed  the  fad  and 
total  devaftatioo  of  it%  Herds  of  wild  Arabs}  living  altogether  on 
plooder  and  depredation,  feixe  on  alTand  every  thing  they  meet ;  the 
dread  and  liorror  of  travellers,  inquifitivcly  viewing  To  dillinguiflied  a 
fpot,  and  its  once  famous  cities,  villages,  and  towns^  now  mod  dan* 
gerous  to  refort  to,  and  mod  comfortlefs  to  live  in. 

*  Of  all  the  other  tribes  their  very  name  is  lod,  and  their  memory 


fwallowed  up  in  the  neighbouring  kingdoms,  wbofe  "princes  divided 
the  land}  and  added  it  each  to  his  own  territories.' 

.  ./Ilie  next  eflay  contains  a  minute,  interefting,  and  pathetic 
account  of  the  patriarch  Abraham,  of  his  wife,  and  his  fon  Ifaac  ; 

thino;  that  relates  to  the  illuftrious  per- 


with  a. detail  of  _ 

fonage  to  whom  the  mod  important  of  all  promifes  was  made, 
and  in  whofe  pofterity  it  was  accomplifhed. 

In  the  third  effay  we  have  a  Ihort  introdu<3ory  comp^ndiviin 
to  the  Jcwilh  hiftory. ,  Though  this  is  contained  in  little 


to  me  Jcwiih  niltory. ,  1  nougn  tnis  is  containeo  in  Jittle  more 

than  forty  pages,  and  comprifes  the  perif>d  from  the  creation  (o 

introduction# 


cMefBah,  it  is  quite  as  full  as  is  necefFary  for  an 
d  every  where  perfpicuous  and  well  arranged. 
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Tbefc  three  aSkj9  raxy^  with  ti^uch  propriety,  be  termed  pre« 
pUntoryj  the  fourth  being  on  theiive  books  of  Mofes.  Every 
e^nt  prefervW  by  that  iHuftrious  lawgiver  is  related  with  a  pro. 
per  attention  to  its  degree  of  importance ;  and  fuch  of  the  laws 
are  the  moft  ftrilcing  are  dwelt  on  with  a  clofc,  but  never 
with  a  tedioiis  exafhiefs. ' ■  .* 

^Thc  fifth  ellay  is  on  the  book  of  Jofhua,  Here  the  author, 
with  much  propriety,  avails  himfclf  of  the  fplendid  character  of 
his  hero,  to  introduce  this  part  of  bis  work  with  becoming 
dignity  and  force  of  exprcflion : 


•  lofhua,  this  diftinguilhed  hero  and  highly  celebrated  general,  wai 
c  of  Nun,  and  appointed  by  God  fuCccflbr  to  Mofes,‘  head  leader 


the  ion  of  Nun,  and  appointed  by  God  fuCcc/for  to  Mofes,‘  head  leader 
and  chref  over  Ifrael ;  and  was  again,  by  found  of  trumpet,  proclaimed 
throughout  the  camp,  on  the  plains  of  Moabj^  his  new  territories  and 
acquiution.  ' 

*  Aft^r  a  fpcech  of  Jofhua^s,  in  which  he  officially  informed  the 

IGracIites  of  the  intended  divifion  of  the  land  of  Canaan  among  the 
twelve  tribes,  and  particularifed  the  lands  allotted  to  Reuben  and  Gad 
and  tQ  one  half  of  the  tribe  of  Manafijh;  not  only  the  heads  of  thefe 
tribes,  but  th6  elders  and  leaders  of  all  the  people,  eagiirly  concurring 
with  the  divide  appointment,  came  up  in  a  body  to  Jofoua,  and  fwore 
allegiance  to  him.  ’  *'  ■  * 

We  foleninly  engage  to  pay  the  fame  obedience  to  thee  we  paid  to 
’Mofes:  pod  blefs  and  proljper  thee  as  he  did  Mofes/ 

^  Joihua  had  lived  high  in  the  efteem  of  his  commander,  and  he 
was  reverenced  and  beloved  by  the  people.  He  had  long  been  head, 
general,  and  chief  over  all  the  forces  of  Ifrael ;  and  he  was  one  of  the 
twelve  deputed  bv  Mofes  to  examine  the  Promifed  Land  as  to  its  foil, 
fruitfulncfsj^inhatitants,  and  fortifications ;  the  report  he  made  Videly 
differed  from  the  report  given  in  by  ten  out  of  the  twelve  fenc  on  the 
Tame  embaffy ;  and  it  gained  him  much  credit,  and  the  confiderxe  and 
refpeft  of  his  commander, 

*  During  almoft  all  the  journey  and  wanderings  in  the  wildernffi 
Jolhua  had  been  trained  up  by  Mofes  an  cye-witnefs  to  the  wonderful 
works  God  had  wrought  for  Ifrael,  and  he  had  been  inftrudled  in  th« 
genius  and  difpofition  of  the  people,  the  land  and  its  inbabitanti, 
which  he  was  now  preparing  to  ePiier  with  Iris  very  numerous  hoft,tnd 
of  which  he  had  already  given  In  a  faithful  detail  and  account,  re¬ 
corded  in  their  rcfi:idcr.  Thus  lofhua  feemed  highly  oualified  for  ih* 


corded  in  their  rcgidcr.  Thus  Jofhua  feemed  highly  qualified  for  ih* 
important  and  very  interefting  duties  and  honours  allotted  him. 

•  Well  apprifed  of  the  many  difficulties  and  dangers  before  him 
under  fo  very  arduous  an  undertaking,  nothing  could  have  fupportef 
Jofliua  b  Qt 'reliance  on-  God  j  and  he  now  received  more  and  very  cx* 
prefr  and  fignal  premifos  of  divine  protecliou  and  affiftance ;  the  moi 
ftnimmtmg  cnc  juragement,  direftions,  and  affurances  of  conqueilj 
•  As  I  was  with  Mofci^fo  will  I  be  with  thee ;  be.ftfong,  be  of  g’^ 
courage,  fear  not,  nor  be  thou  difmayed  •,  -  the  Lgrd  thy  God  it* 
thee  whitherfoever  thou  goeft.* 


CoHI^V  U^^rual  and  Familiar  EJfys.  3^1 

The  original  edi&^'wo;'^  From  the  WUdemcliaiid  thu  Lebamdn, 
I  unto  tM|^rdat:rii!Cl^xthe  xK^er  EuphraU  aU  the- of  (ha 


yLmm,  tnd  uiitp  the  greac  fea«  towards  the  going  down  of  the  fpn» 
ibajlbe  y()ur  coaft;f  every  place  beCkveen  that,  and  whi^.ike  foie  of 
your. foot, /hall  tread  on,  ih^  have  J  given  unto  you/ 

<  At  the  death  of  Mofes  the  Ifradiies  were  encamped  at‘Shitt!m,' 
on.J^  bank§  of  the  river  Jordan,  in  full  view  of  Canaan;  and  here 
it  vvas  they  itioU riled  one  whole  month  for  their  general.  The  people 
he  had  fo  unwearicdly  inftrufted,  atid  fo  wifdy  governed,  were  groWn 
inorc  tfaftabfe,  and  more  fully  perfuaded  of  the  good  guidance  and 
protcdlion  of  the^r  God ;  they  were  now  only  waiting  for  a  figaal 
from  their  new  general,  and  their  orders  to  pafs  over  Jordan. 

«  Joihua  had  difpatched  three  exprefles  to  the  Canaanites.  The 
U(t  gave  leave  for  all  thofe  tq  depart  who  chofe  it ;  the  fecond  were 
irticTe$  of  peace  to  thofe  who  would  tpake  peace;  the  third  was  a  de¬ 
claration  of  war  to  thofe  who  refufed.  He  faw  himfelf,  indeed,  at  the 
bqndred  thoufand  fighting  men,  completely  furniflicd 
with, arms.  Which  they  had  procured  from  Egypt,  the  Amalekites, 
tlicu’Jhcw  conTueds,  and  others  ;  but  he  was  clogged  with  a  number 
ofpld  men,  .women,  children,  fervants,  and  cattle.  The  very  firft 
fcp  he  was  to  take  was  to  crofs  over  this  immenfe  river;  and  at  this 


'i' 
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many  caUfniti^  which  befbl  them  under  that  unfortunate  mcvi 
narra^  whofc  charader  Teems  to  have  been  amiable  till  he  was 
invcfted  with  this  new  dignity.  The  clofc'of  this  reign  intro¬ 
duces  that  celebrated  Icings  warrior,  and  prophet,  by  whofe  po, 
llcy  2Uid  courage  Ifrael  attained  a  degree  of  fplendour  {he  had 
never  before  known,  and  which  Ihe  preferved  only  a  few  years 
after  his  death.  In  order  to  reduce  the  life  of  David  to  a 
well-connefted  feries,  the  author  begins  with'  that  period  when 
Samuel,  by  the  command  of  the  Moft  Higb^  went  in  fearch 
for  the  fiunily  of  jefle^  of  Bethlehem,  and  anohited  the  young 
ihepherd  king  over  Ifrael.  All  the  leading  events  of  this  won. 
derful  providence  are  marked  out  in  a  lively  ftyle,  yet  with  i 
dignity  fuited  to  the  obje(ft;  and  if  fo  many  hiftorians  had  not 
gone  before  our  author  as  the  biographer  of  David,  we  have  not 
a  doubt  but  this  part  of  his  worlc  would  have  been  alone  fuifi- 
cient  to  infure  it  the  notice  of  the  public.  For  the  reafoawe 
have  hinted,  we  forbear  to  make  any^extrafts.  But  it  becomes 
us  to  obferve,  that  the  charafter  of  I)avid  is,  for  the  mofl  part, 
treated  with  more  impartiality  than  thofe  writers  who  have 
confined  themfelves  to  fele<Sling  the  life  of  this  hero  have  ufually 
obferved.  The  llory  of  Uriah  Js  related  with  the  honeft| 
warmth  againft  the  conduft  of  the  king  that  fuch  an  event  de- 
ferved.  We  wifh  we  could  fay  as  much  of  Joab  and  Shimei. 
If  {late  policy  really  rc(juires  thefe  cool  flaiightefs,  we  can  only 
wilh  that  the  happinefs  and  fafety  of  individuals  Ihould  not  be 
overlooked  in  attempts  to  preferve  the  peace  of  the  whole.  In 
the  cafe  of  Solomon  there  could  be  no  excufe  for  fuch  conduft, 
The  divine  oracle  had  aflured  him  of  a  crown,  riches,  and  long 
life.  It  was  not  therefore  neceffary  for  him  to  make  ufe  oi 
unjuftifiable  means  to  fecure  to  himfelf  the  promifes  of  the 
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•  * 

kingdom  is  accurately  pointed  out^  and,  to  avoid  obfeurity, 
kings  of  Jud^  traced  to  the  tajeing  of  Jerulalem  by  the  Af- 
uis.  The  moft  memorable  events  are  dwelt  on  with  the  ^ 
aracy  they  deferve,  while"  thofe  of  no  other  import  than  to 
erve  the  ieries  of  hiftory>  ve  either  omitted,  and  traced  as 
IS  connexion  requires.  Tlie  following  efiay  contains  a  fum» 
V  of  the  kings'  of  IfraeU  with  which  the  firn  volume  clofes. 


The  firft  in  order  is  the  celebrated  book  of  Job,  which  is  here 
conftdcred  as  a  genuine  hiftory  of  that  exemjuary  charafter,  and 


lot,  as  by  fome,  a  fgecies  of  dramatic  proverb.  The  critique 
in''the  Pfalms',  Aough  it  does  not'  afFedf  to  difplay  any  verbal 
rudition,  exhibits  a  correft  tafte,  and  a  fufficient  knowledge  of 
nany  of  the  principles  of  poetry.  The  obfervations  on  the 
forks  of  Solomon  are  not  inferior.  The  "remaining  elTays 
:onu’ui  a  biographical  account  of  the  prophets  from  Elijah  to 

I  *1  »■  -*^1 _ _ y.J  1 _ 


he  period  when  that  gift  either  ceafed,  of  its  efFefts  have  left 
written  records.  Remarks  are  added  on  the  prophecies 
hemfelves  j  and  a  very  ufeful  introduftion  premifed  on  the  na¬ 
ture  and  manner  of  divine  revelations,  the  charafters,  mode  of 
life,  and  education,  of  the  prpphets,  with  their  general  demean- 
}ur,  and  the  influence  they  acquired  bv  the  nrmnels  of  their 
l)ehaviour,  the  propriety  of  their  condui^i,  and  the  fplendour  of 
their  miraculous  powers.  After  carrying  his  obfervations 
hrough  the  life  ana  writings  of  Elijah,  Eliftia,  Ifaiah,  Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel,  Daniel,  and  the  twelve  leffer  prophets,  our  author 
concludes  with  brief  fummary  of  the  general  events,  and  a 
tranfient  view  of  the  birth  and  death  of  the  Mefliah,  to  which  all 
|he  previous  events  and  prophecies  naturally  direft  the  reader. 

[  Thus  have  we  gone,  more  halHly  than  we  could  wifh, 
prough  this  entertaining  perfontiance,  and  have  only  to  regret 
pur  limits  will  not  permit  larger  extracls,  and  a  greater  difplay 
pfthe  merit  of  the  author :  all  that  remains  for  us  is  to  rccom- 
tnend  the  perufal  to  all  fincere  believers,  and  particularly  fuch 
is  arc  concerned  in  the  education  of  youth. 
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th  Ditctft  if  Lindon,^ 

"  ■  IS.  Ilivijigtons. 
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Aar.  Xy.  Leiter,  to,thi 

■  £li A>v; ,  CdfU'iifiip'  if  tUpt  IXlo'cefi,  Svd. 

^  *  <1  .  4«.'4«4V  »  • 

T  N  this  paftqra!  letter  his  Loi^ip’s  principal  olnedis  are  to 
^  imprefs  his  reverend  brethren  with  a  due  fenfe  of  the  iinpor, 
tant  fundrion  they  have  undertaken^  and  of  the  ncceflity  of  at. 
tending  with  {lriane&  to  the  chara^er  and  abilities  6{  thofe  who 
are  employed  by  them  as  curates,  and  of  fuch  as  may  hereafter 
apply  for  holy  orders.  Refpeiling'  the  latter,  be  cautions  them 
not  to  fign  recommendatory  teltimonials  without  a  perfoiul 
knowledge  of  the  parties ;  and  declares  his  intention  to  ordain 
none  (with  a  very  few  exceptions)  who  have  not  been  regularly 
educated  at  one  of  our  uni  verities,  and  compUied  their  twenty, 
tliird  year^  It  would  be  ufelefs  to  dwell  on  the  propriety  of  this 
laft  rcquifite ;  and  chough  it  may  be  urged,  that  the  knowledge 
of  found  theology  may  be  acquired  at  other  places  befides  Ox. 
ford  and  Cambridge,  yet  many  advantages  may  arife  from.this 
itftri&iotu  Education  at  thefe  places  being  on  a  more  expenfive 
fcale,  men  cannot  engage  in  the  church  &om  mere,  motive  of 
earthly  prudence.  As  there  will  be  a  fmaller  number  of  the  in. 
ferior  clergy,  and  of  thefe  few  whofe  neceffities  will  oblige  dicni 
to  undertime  4fny  thing  on  any  Urmsy  it  will  become  necellary  for 
iiicumbents  either  to  refide  or  pay  a  larger  ftipend  ,to.  their, cu 
rates :  and  thus,  by  degrees,  the  office  will  grow  refpe^abk,  and 
the  caufe  with  it.  "  *  -  .1  r  i  v 

But  this  is  not  ail  we  meet  with  in  this  Chriftian  performance 
In  a  few  pages  the  minifter  is  reminded  of  almoft  all  the  duties 
belonging  to  his  calling,  and  with  an  attention  to  thofe  miptir 
which  conftitute  the  true  cffence  of  a  private  charadler;^  Uv 

*  It  is  inconceivable,*  fays  his  Lordfbip^  y  how  mock  may  be,doD 
towards  the  great  work  of  reformation  oy  various  ways^;  hov.xaucM 
ndfery  may  be  prevented,  how  much  happioefs  prodqced^  by  a.vuljl 
pious,  affiduous,  coefeienuous  clergyman^  refiding  confiantly  on  hi^ 
benefice,  whofe  great  bufinefs  and  delight  it  is  to  advance  the  wel(ar(i 
and  fave  the  fouls  of  his  parifhioners ;  who,  Iike;ffis  blefTed  Maiicrj 
goes  about  doing  good,  watching  over  them  with  parental  tenderjacM 
inquiring  into  their  wants,  relkvmg.thein'ijLs  far  as  he  is  able,  exdtH 
others,  who  arc  better  aWe/to  affilf  thei^,more  effcduatly ;  comp^^^i^P 
thetr  differences,  entering  intb'th^r*''  jntefcfts,  ^:onverfiTig  with  iH« 

‘  familttrly  and  affc^lionat^^lf**  fimpHcity  arid  plainneli 

bearing  with  their  infirmkiesffebnWrig  the  bold,  impenitent  offerttifj 
MGDoraglng  the  bumble  arid  Conwite^  and  feizltig  ^ery  opportum 
that  fickuela,  misfortune,  orlaffiiftton  afibrds,  offoftdning  and  fubd 
lag  their  hearts  with  the  power  of  rdigbn.’  jc.i  -  y  . 

■  When  wn  fee  die  clergy  in  eSrheft  in  fo'gbbd  n  Caufe,  we  tnj 
ther  will  have  Irfs  to  complain 'pf  rcrpc6Hhffkh^  erk:roachnK 
ef  Diilenters,  or  the  alanmng  profligacy  of  the  times. 


Mtmoiri  tf  Lad^gttn* 


Art.  XVI.  Memoirs  of  tho  Firji  Forty-five  Teort  of  the  Life  of 
’fames  Lackington^  the  prefent  BookftUtr  in  ChifwtU-^treety 
Moorfitldsy  London.  JVritten  by  himjofy  in  a  Series  of  Letters 
to  a  Friend.  With  a  Triple  DedUation:  T.  To  tlst  fiistlia 
%.  To  refpetlabie',  3.  To  fordid  BookftUtrs,  pp.  344.  l8vo. 
5<.  .boards.  Printed  for  and  fold  by  the  Aiithor)  No,  46  a^id 
4y,  Chifwell'Street)  London,  1791* 

SOME  time  ago  voluminous  memoirs  of  two  famous  ftaK 
heroines  were  pubiilhed,  which,  in  fpite  of  all  the  v.«rniln 
that  was  laid  on  to  give  a  tolerable  clearnefs '  to  the  dulky 
pidure,  evidently  (hewed  that  a  life  of  vice,  idlenefs^  and  folly. 


ended  in  an  old  age  of  poverty  and  wretchednefs.-^We  have 
now  before  us  memoirs  of  a  very  different  kind ;  they  inculcate 
the  beft  of  lefTons  to  a  commercial  nation ;  proving,  by  the  con- 
vinctng  arguments  of  and  examfde,  thatfobriety  and  induftry, 
direded  by  good  fenfe,  will  lead  to  opulence.  •  ■ 

■  The  hero  of  the  prefent  publication  is  the  well-known  James 
Lackington,  who  now-  deals  in  books  by  thoufands  a^^ten 
'  thoufands  and  who,  from  his  original  fituation  in' life,  Teemed 
'  to  have  been  condemned  to  pafs  his  days  in  ignorance ;  at  leaff, 
the  utmoft  that  was  to  be  expe6^ed  from  it  was  to  half-read  and 
half-fpell  his  Teftament.  But  minds  of  a  peculiar  ftamp  are 
-fuperior  to  all  fituations,  and  burft  refiftlefs  through  barriers 
which  are  infurmountable  to  the  herd  of  mankind. 

'  As  an  author,  Mr.  Lackingtoii  is  commendable  in  two  points 
of  view:  he  is  entertaining,  and  he<  is  ufeful.  The  curious 
anecdotes  he  has  interfperfra,  his  account  of  Methodifm,  and 
indeed  the  general  variety  of  his  narrative,  keep  up  the  atten¬ 
tion  }  while  the  plain  and  undillembled  manner  in  which  he  re- 
btes.the  means  of  his  fuccefs,  will  inftrudt  others,  and  act  at 
Once  as  a  fpur  and  a  guide  to  their  induftry. 

The  nature  of  our  publication  will  not  permit  us  to  attend 
bur  author  ftep  byftep,  from  31ft  Auguft  (old  ftyle)  1746,  the 
day  of  his  birth,  to  the’  prefent  year ;  for  he  has  brought  down 
nhis  hiftory  fo  low ;  but  we  fliall  endeavour  to  'give  our  readers 
foch  a  (ketch  as  will  enable  them  to  judge  of  the  performance. 

Mr.  Lackington  tells  us  that  he  is  the  fon  of  a  poor  jouruey- 
man  (hoemaker,  of  Wellington,  ia  SomerfctlBire,  and; that  the 
bmily  finances  were  ib  lowy  that,  after-  he  bad- been, for  foir.e 
tune- at-  a  reading-fchbol,  at  twopence  a  week,  .tl]|e.Jmmenre 
fum  could  no  longer  be  fpared  for  his- education:  he  confe- 
<}uently  left  fchooi,  and  (bon  forgot  the:little  he  had  learned. 
'We  are  next  entertained, with  fcycfal  of  bia  He 

.^n  turns  pie-fl^rchant^  and  afterwards. a^i^t^er'of  almanacs. 
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Hc.is  Aftcrwjir^  bound  apprentice  to  an  anabaptift  (hoemakfr; 
and,  under  the  tuiuop  of  bis  mafter^s  fons,  reg^ns  his  reading. 
The  fons  afterwards  become  Mcthodifts,  and  he  likewifc/  He 
turns  out  a  great  divine,  and  a  mdft  jealous  difciple  of  Weiley; 
fo  much  fO|  indeed,  that,  having  been  locked  up  by  bis  miilreis 
ifo,prevent  him  from  going  to  meeting,  in  a  fit  of  enthufiafm  he 
leaped  out  of  a  two-pair-of-ft,airs  window,  never  doubtmg  that 
a  miracle  would  be  wo^ed  for  the  prefervation  of  fo  precious  a 
faint  i  but  be  was  fadly  difappointedj  ‘and  it  was  a  mooth  before 
he  recovered  the  life  of  his* limbs. '  ^  I  was  ignorant  enough,* 
fays  he,  ^  to  think.  (I  mention  it  with  horror  and  remorfe)  ^at 
•  the  Lord  had  not  ufed  me  very  well,  and  refolved  not  to  put 
f  (b  much  trutt  in  him  for  the  future.*  The  tempting  riots  and 
^illipation  of  an  el.e^.on  wean  him  from  ^ethodifm ;  and,  hav¬ 
ing  abandoned  he  jodns  himfelf  to  in  the 

pejrfon  of  Kancy  Trott:  but  he  foon  tired  of  his"  partner,  and 
having  given  her  half-a-crown  put  pf  three  {hillings  and  a 
penny,  which  was  his  all,  left  her  at  Exbridge,  and  fet  out  for 
Bryjol.  ,He  there  obtains  work  as  a  {hoemaker,  forms  an  in- 
|Iroacy  with,  a  btother  Crifpin,  becomes  fond  of  reading,  turns 
poet,  and  relapfes  into  Metbodifm.^  Having  contini^ed  fome 
,time  at  Briftol,  and  having  made  faints  of  his  friend  and  his 
friend’s  fiflOr,  be  quits  that  city,  and  removes  King{bridge, 
During  his  refidence  there,  he  acquires  writing  by  his  own  in- 
duftry ;  bu.t  his  wagOs  Were  fo  low,  ^and  he  fpent  fo  much  time 
in  writing  hymns,  love-verfes,  &c.  that  poverty  began  to  ftarc 
him  in  the  face — to  which  his  fondnefs  for  company  and  gaiety 
at  this  time  contributed  not  a  little*:  he  therefore  return^ta 
Briftol,  and  joins  his  former  fedate  frieads. 

At  this  period  the  narrative  goes  back  ^  the  author  entertains 
us  with  his  youthful  amOurs  when,  an’  apprentice.  Nancy  Smith 
and  Hannah  Allen  were  his  Statira  and  Roxana.  V  I  ponijd,’ 
fays  he,  *  heavenly  comfort  into  thfeir  fouls,  and  talked  fo  long 
‘  of  divine  love,  until  I  found  that  my  affedfion  for  them  was 
‘  not  altogether  of  that  fpiritual  kind/  Tp  the  firft  of  thefe  he 
wrote  on  his  return  to  Briftol,  prefling  her  to  come  .and  be  his 
help-mate  j  the  willing  dairy-maid  corhpjied,  and  they  were 
married  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1770.  The  greatefifm- 
gularlty  in  this  inriportant .event  was,  that,  after,  paying  theex* 
pences  of  the  wedding  dinner,  &c.  this  loving  couple  had  juit 
bafptnny  between  them  to  begin  the  wofm  widh.  Fortune 
did  not  fmile  on  this  humble  pair ;  they  were  reduced  to  gre:! 
difireis  by  fickneftj  and  the  continued  bad  health  of  his  wilt 
rendering  every  effort  of  Mr.  Lackington  infufficient  to  procuri 
fubfiftence,  he  left  all  the  money  he  could  fparc  with  her, 

den'irtnrp  fnr  T.nnrlnn  nn  nf  fhV 
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took  hi$  departure  for  London  on  the  outiide  of  th'c  ftage-coac. 
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hero  arrived  in  the  metropolis  in  Auguft  I774>  with  two  Jhi/tihgT 
end  ftxfence  in  His  pocket  ?  What  he  has  done  fince,  and  how 
he  has  riien  to  wealtlt  and  confideration,  Is  fully  and  plainly  nar- 
rated  in  the  fequel. 

Now  we  have  got  opr  author  to  the  great  theatte  on  which 
he  at  prefent  a£ts,  we  (hall  not  follow  him  fp  minutely ;  to  do 
jo  would  lead  us  niuch  beyond  our  proper  bounds  ;  yet  we  ihuft 
Recommend  the  attentive  perufal  of  what  remains  to  every 
young  man  who  wiflies  to  rife  in  the  mercantile  line  of  life. 

Mr.  Lackington  fucceeded  fo  well  in  L,ondon  as  a  (hcc- 
jnaker,  that  he  was  in  a  (hort  time  enabled  to  fend  fox  his  vHtfc, 
Soon  after  this  period  his  grandfather  dies,  and  leaves  him  the 
immenfe  fum  of  Un  pounds.  But  how  to  become  pofleflH  of 
this  legacy  \^as  the  difficulty..  ‘  So  totally  unacquainted,*  fays 
he,  ‘  was  I  with  the  modes  of  tranfadting  bufin^fs,  that  \  could 
S  not  point  out  any  method  of  having  niy  ten  pounds,  fent  up  to 
f  London  to  me,  at  leaft  no  mode  that  the  executor  of  the  will 
s  would  approve  of  >  it  being  fuch  a  prodigious  fupi,  that  the 
‘  greateft  caution  was  ufed  on  bi>th  fides  jj.fo  ^tb^t  it  coft  me 
f  S)out  half  the  money  in  going  .down  for  it.*  _\Vlth  this  fup- 
ply,  and  what  he  acquired  by  his  own  indiiftfy,  be  was  enabled 
to  fet  up  as  mafter  (hoetnaker  and  bookfeller ;  and  fo,  with  a 
ftock  worth  about  five  pounds,  he  informs  us,  ^  I  opened  (hop 
5  on  Midfummerrday,  iJJSr  in  Featherf^one-ftreet,  in  the  pa- 
^  riffi  of  St.  Luke ;  and  I  was  as  well  pleafed  in  fury  eying  my 
f  little  (hop,  with  my  name  over  it,  as  was  Nebuchadnezzar, 

^  when  he  fald.  Is  not  this  .great  Babylon  which  I  have  built  ?* 
His  bookfelling  goes  pjn  with  rapid  fuqcefs but,  in  the  midfl: 
pf  this  career,  both  he  and  his  wife  are  taken  dangeroufly  ill ; 
after  a  fccne  of  muph  diftrefs,  he  lofes  his  wife  on  the  gth  of 
November,  I775>  which  lofs  he  fupplies  by  efppufing  Mifs 
porcas.Turton,  the  3Cth  of  January,  1776.  With  the  adlive 
mind,  of  Mr.  Lackington,  it  feems,  there  is  ^  nec  moranec  're^ 
[juUsj  either  in  bufmels  br  matrimonial  affairs. 

Soon  after  his.  fecoud  marriage, pur  hero  is  finally  converted 
from  Methodifm.  by  reading  the  Life  of  John  Buncle,  From 
•this  time  forwards  ‘  the  fournefs  of  his  natural  temper,  in  part, 
^  gives  way,*  and  he  becomes  more  cheerful  and  good-natured. 
He  reads  rational  and  moderate  ^divines,  and  plunges  into  She 
labyrinth  cf  metaphyfics  *,  in  whiA  labyrinth  he  ftill  continues 
to  tread,  hopelefs  of  ever  finding  his  way  out,  yet,  delighted  with 
the  maze.  Henceforward  too  the  cxtcnfion  of  his  trade  keeps 
pace  with  the  expanfion  of  his  jnind— he  now  fells  above. one 
hundred  thoufaiid  volumes  i  year,  tarvd  ti\c  profits  of  this  yeay 
will  amou^nt  to  4000/. 

Havine 
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Having  brought  our  hero  from  za  ambakttrj  vtnder  of  pi,, 
to  a  .very  conudevable  booldelier)  with  a  town-houfe  ^ 
<Ottiitry»hbufe,  a  chariot,  and  a  revenue  of  4000A  per  annum 
with  the  profpedofdottbHng  that  revenue,  we  fhall  here  drop 
•or  abftrs^  of  the  work,  only  adding^  by  ’way  of  ftimulus  to 
yoong  t'radefnien  of  the  age,  *  Go,  and  do  likewire/ 

We  have  only  to  fubjoin  that,  befides  the  contents  hmtedat 
aibove,  the  reader  will  find  much  mircellaheous  matter  inter, 
fberfed  in  this  publication ;  particularly  a  full  account  of  Me. 
nodifts  and  Methodifm.  The  work  concludes  with  the  au. 
thor's  travels,  and  with  his  obfervations  and  refle4ions  on  itKa 


No  blaft  fhall  from  a  critic’s  breath,  ' 

By  vile  infedion  caufe  their  death, 

’Till  they  in  flames  at'laft  expire,' 

And  help  to  fet  the  world  on  fire.— ~ Amen.' 

Mr.  Lackington’s  work  appears  in  die  epiftolary  form.  1 
our  readers  may  have  fomb  idea  of  our  author’s  manner, 
give  the  whole  of  Letter  XXXI Vth,  which  contains' a  for 


‘LETTER  XXXIV. 

•  Happy  the  mati^that  has  each  fortune  try'd 
To  whom  flic  much  has  given,  much  deny’d 
With  abllinencealt  deUcatcs  he' fees,*  . 

Aad  can  itgalc  himfelf  vmh‘'toali  and  chccfc 


Mmtnn  9f  Loclungm. 

<  TH£  public  ^  target  boolcfdlert  in  particular^  bavebdiefd  my 
iacreafing  Aock  with  the  utmoft  aftonifliment#  they  being  entirely  at 
a  lofs  io  conceive  by  what  means  I  have  been  onabM  make  good* all 
jpy  payments j  and  for  feveral  yeani>  in  the  beginniiig.of  my  buftaefst 
Ibme  of  the  trade  repeatedly  afTertedt  tha^  it  was  totally  impoflible 
that  I  could  continue^  to  pay  for  the  lai^e  numbers  of  books  that  I 
continually  purcha(ed ;  and  nine  years  Imcc#  bdng  induced  to.tajkc  a 
journey  into  my. own  country^  with  a*view  to  the  reftoradon  of  my 
health,  which  had  been  materially  iiqured  by  intenfe  appticafioh  to 
catalogue-making,  too  much  reading.  See.  during  tSe  fix  weeks  that 
I  retired  into  the  Weft,  Mrs.  Lackington  was  perpetually  interro¬ 
gated  refpeAing  the  time  that  I  was  expefted  to  return.  Tm  was 
done  in  fuch  a  manner  as  evidendy  (hewed  that  many  thought  I  never 
intended  to  return  at  all.  But  how  great  was  their  forprile  when,  as 
a  prelude  to  my  return,  1  fent  home  feveral  waggon  loads  of  books» 
wnich  I  had  purchafed  in  the  country. 

/  As  I  never  had  any  part  of  the  m(/er  in  my  compofition,  I  al¬ 
ways  proportioned  niy  exDences  according  to  my  profits ;  that  is,  I 
have  for  many  years  expended  two-thirds  of  the  profits  pf  my  trade  ^ 

.  which  proportion  of  expenditure  1  never  exceeded.  If  you  will  pleale 
to  refer  to  Dr.  Johnfon’s  *  Idler*  for  •  The  Progrefs  of  Ned  Drug¬ 
get,*  you  will  there  fee  much  of  the  pre^refs  of  your  humble  fervanc 
depided.  Like  Ned,  1  in.  the  beginning  opened  and  (hut  my  own 
Ihop,  welcomed  a  friend  by  a  (hake  of  the  handj  at  the  fame  time 
beclconing  acrofs  the  w^  for  a  pot  of  good  porterm  A  few  years  after, 

I  fometimes  invited  my  friends  to  dinner,  and  provided  them  a  roafted 
Jillet  of  wal ;  in  a  progreffive  courfe  the  ham  was  introduced,  and  n 
pudding  was  the  next  addition  made  to  die  feaft.  For  fome  time  a 
glafs  cf  brandy  and  njoater  was  a  luxury;  a  glafs  of  Mr»  Beaufoy*s 
rmjin  nuine  fucceeded ;  and  as  foon  as  two-thirds  of  ^diy  profits  en¬ 
abled  me  to  afford  good.rrd  /or/,  it  immediately  appeared : 

*  Wine  whets  the  wit,  improves  its  native  force. 

And  gives  a  pkafing  flavour  to  dilcourfc,  ^ 

By  making  all  our  (pints  debonair,  ^  , 

Throws  off  the  lees,  the  fediment  of  care.* 

My  country  by  regular  gradation,  was  transformed  into  a 

country  ;  and  the  inconvenieijeies  attending  a  ftage  coach  vsetc 
^  remedied  by  a  chariot.  For  four  ycafs^t^/^r  Hmoway  was  to  me  an 
^yfium then  Suriny  appeared  dnqueftionably  the  mod  beautiful  county 
in  England^  and'Mprr^i  the  moil  rural  village  in  Surrey.  "Sotjow 
Merton  is  felcded  as  the  feat  of  occafional  philofophical  retirtment. 

^  Here  on  a  Angle  plank  thrown  fafe  alhore, 

I  hear  the  tu^^ult  pf  the  dift^oit- throng,  ^  . 

As  that  of  (cas  reinote  pr  dying  iiornis.  .  . 

Here,  like  a  (hepherd  gating  Irom  his  hut. 

Touching  his  reed,  or  leaning  on  his  Itaff, 

Etgcr  Ambition’s  fiery  chace  i  fee ; 

I  fet 


r 


Memm  of  Lackingtoiu 

I  fee  the  circling  hunt  of  noify  men, 

Boril  L^wV  jndofure,  ,leap  the  mpnnds  of  right, 

Ptirfulhg  ^Bd  pofftty*,  ^Kich  otlicris  prey/— — ^Yoonc# 

Bot  I  afiVire  you,. my  dear  friend,  that  in  every  ilep  of  my  progrefa, 
envy  and  malevolence  has  porfiied.me  ciofe. 

<  When,  by  the  advice  of  itbat  eminent  phyficianDr,  Lettfom,  I 
purchafed  a  horfe,  and  fayed  my  life  by  the  exercife  it  a^orded  me, 
the  old  adage,  *.  Set  a  beggar  on  horftback  and  he’ll  ride  to  the  de- 
vil/  was  deemed  fully  verihed ;  but  when  Mrs.  Lackington. mounted 
another,  *  they  were  very  forry  to  fee  people  fo  young  in  bufinefs  run 
on  at  fo  great  ^  rateT  The  occafional  relaxation  enjoyed  in  the 
country  cenfured  as  an  abominable  piece  of  pride ;  bat  when  the 
€afirkige  and  famjants  in  li*vtry  appeared,  *  they  would  not  be  the  £r{l 
to  hoft  a  fooliih  tradefman’s  charader;  but  if  was  but  too  pro* 
bable)  the  ^cku  not  already  ftruck,  ^the  Gazette  would  foon  fet* 
tie  that  point/ 

.  *  Bafc  envy  withers  a{  anochcr*s  Joy, 

4jid  liates  jlia{  cxccllc'ht^  it  cannot  reach.*— -»Thomson. 

But  I  have  beep  lately  informed  that  thefe  good-natured  and  com^ 
fajftmatt  people  have  for  fomV  time  altered  their  ftory.  It  feems  that 
at  laft  they  have  difcovefcd  thfe  fecre^  (prings  from  whence  I  drew  my 
wealth;  however,  they  do  hot  quite  agree  in  their  accounts ;  for  al¬ 
though  feme  can  tell  you  the  i try  number  cf  my  fortunate  lottery 
ticket,  others  areas  pofitive  th^t  f  found  ban^-tiotes  in  an  oM  book, 
to  the  amoqnt  of  many‘thonfand  pounds ;  and,  if  they  pleafe,  can 
even  tell  you  the  tide  of  th^  very  fortunate  old  book  that  conuined  this 
trcafurc.  But  you  (half  receive  it  from  me,  which  you  will  deem 
authority  to  the  fuH  as  unexceptionable,  I  found  the  whole  of  whar 
i  am  pofleffed  of,  in — small  f  bouf^d  hy  iNpysTXY,  and 

^ajfedby  icoHOUr. 

♦  Read  this,  ye  covetous  wretches,  in  aH  trades,  who,  when  you 
get  a  good  cuftomer,  are  for  making  the  moft  of  him !  But  if  you 
have  neither  honour  nor  honefty,  you  fliould  at  lead  poffels  a  little 
€ommon  fenft^  Refldft  on  the  many  cuftomers  that  your  over-charges 
have  already  driven  from  your  (hops  |  Do  you  think  that  you  can 
hnd  cuftomers  enough  fo  deficient  in  penetration  as  not  to  difeover 
your‘chara<5l^rs  ?  no  fuch  thing.  ,Your  exorbitant  charges  are  a  ge¬ 
neral  fi)bje£l  of  converfation  and  diftike:  you  cannot  with  confidence 
r^cok  your  own  cuftomers  in  the  face,  as  you  are  oonfeious  of  your 
tmeannefs  and  impofuicn ;  and  your  fordid  difpofition  is  evidently  the 
iVeafon  that  fome  gentlemen  are  led  to  look  with  contempt  and  difdain 
on  imdeftnen.  But  when  men  in  trade  are  men  of  honour,  they  will 
ip  general  be  treated  as  fuch ;  and,  were  it  otherwife, 

f  One  fclf-approving  hour  whole  years  outweighs 
Of  ftupid  ftarers,  and  of  loud  huzi^s : 

And  more  true  joy  Marccllus  exil’d  feels. 

Than  Cefar  with  a  fenate  at  his  heels.’*  j  .Pope, 

X  ^ 
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*  The  jprofits  of  my  bafinefs  the  prefent  yc^r  near  as. can  be 
computed  befofe  the  expiration  of  it)  will  amount  to  foua  thov* 
SANO  FouNsiSi ,  What  it  will  increafe  to  I  kndw  not  ;  but  if  my 
health  wifi  perilflt  klfe  to  ^cafry  it  on  a  few  years  loogciv  there  is  very  * 
great  probability,  confidering  the  rapid  increafe  which  each  focceed*^  i 
i0g  year  has  produced,  that  the  profits  will  be  double  what  they  now 
arc;  fot  I  here*  pledge  my' reputation  as  a  tradefmao,  never  to  de¬ 
viate  from  my  plan  of  giving  as  much  for  libraries  as  it  ia  poi^ble 
for  a  traddman  to  give,  and  felling  them,  and  nrw  puhlicationa  alfo, 
for  the  {^vtit/mall profits  that  have  been  attended  with  fuch  afioniihing 
fucCefs  for  fomc  years  paft.  And  1  hope  that  my  affiftants  will  al^ 
perfevere  in  that  attentive  obligin^^  mode  of  conduft  which  has  fo  long* 
diftinguiflied  No.  46  and  47,  Chifwell-ftreet,  Moorficlds;  confeious 
that,  (hould  I  ever  be  weak  enough  to  adopt  an  oppofitc  line  of 
conduft,  or  permit  thofe  who  aft 'under  my  dire^lion  fo  to  do,  I- 
fliould  no  longer  meet  with  the  very  extraordinary  encouragement^ 
and  fupport  which  I  have  hitherto  experienced;  neither  ihoald'^i' 
have  the  fmallefi  claim  to  a  continuance  of  it  under  fuch  circom^l 
ftanccs.  *  I  am, 

*  Dear  friend,  youfs, 

We  enter  not  into  minute  criticifm  on  the  compofition  cf 
tbefe  letters ;  and  only  fay,  upon  the  whole,  that,  though  Mr*- 
Lackington  is  neither  a  Montaign,  nor  a  Rouffeau,  yet  ho  con-^ 
trives  to  fpeak  of  himfelf  with  a  fort  of  good-^humoured,  open 
vanity,,  which  does  not  difguft.  If  any  one,  however,  is  fafti- 
(lious  enough  to  be  difplcafed  with  the  egotifms  of  our  author, 
let  him  fcrutinlfe  his  own  mind,  let  him  examine  it  under  a 
fimilarity  of  circumftances :  he  will  then  acknowledge  how 
difficult  it  is  for  a  man,  who  has  been  fo  timnonily  faberfua  for^ 
tunay  not  to  be  fomewhat  elated  by  that  reflection* 

The  portrait  which' accompanies"  the  publication  is  a  favour-^ 
able  likenefs  of  the  author. 


FOREIGN  LITER  A^T  V  R  E. 

Art.  XVII.  Manuel  Elementaire  en  Figures^  pour  NnJhuSiiCH 
de  la  JeumJJe ;  ^1/,  Premieres  Notions  en  tout  Genre^  expofees  par 
me  Syjienie  dEjiampes  (I apres  t  Allcmand  de  Monfieur  U  Profejfeur . 
Stoj^  par  M.  Perrault.  8vo,  3  tom#  Nurnberg,'  1790. 

Art.  XVII.  An  Elementary  Manual  in  Figures^  for  the  Inflruc^ 
tion  of  Youth  :  or^  Firfl  Ideas  of  rjtry  Kind  dijpiayed  in  a  Series 
of  CutSy  after  the  German  of  Profeffor  Stoy^  l^y  M*  Perranitm 
3  vols.  8vo.  with  a  Volume  containing  Fifty-two  Plates# 
il.  16s.  boards.  Printed  at  Nuremberg,  and  fold  by  J.  De 
Boffe,  Gerard- Street,  London:  1790. 

^  HIS  work,  the  original  of  which  is  dedicated  to  Guftavua 
Adolphus,  the  hereditary  prince  of  Sweden,  contains  the 

explanation  of  a  I'crics  of  prints  in  a  fepaiate  volume,  defigned 

to 


38a.  Foreign  Literature, 

to  &  the  attention  of  young  people ;  and  confifts  of  /hort  fcrip- 
ture  hlftories^  various  extra£ts  relating  to  the  arts  and  the 
fciences ;  fables,  weedotes,  apologues,  and  other  pieces 
of  the  like  nature.  I'he  author*s  plan  is  certainly  very  judi¬ 
cious^  and  well  calculated  to  anfwer  the  purpofe. intended}  but 
we  cannot  help  thinking  the  work  rather  too  voluminous  fpr  th6 
general  ufe  of  fchools.  At  any  rate,  this  is  an  obje^ion  .which 
will  be  made  to  it  on  account  of  the  price;  but  we  muft‘aHow, 
that  it  comprehchds  an  excellent' ftleftion  of  amufirig  and  in- , 
ftru£^ive  articles,  elucidated  by  an  equal  number  of  engravings. 
Ai  a  fj^edmen,  we  fhall  extraa  the  following  fhort  tale. ' 

A'  nch  merchant  had  an  only  fon,  whom  he  tenderly  Idved, 
and  whom  he  had  educated  with  the  greateft  care  ;  having  lieg- 
levied  nothing  that  could  contribute  towards  forming  his  heart, 
or  adorning  his  mind.  .  When  the  firft  part  of  his  education 
was  finlihed,  he  refolved  to  make  him  travel.  <  My  dear  fon/ 
(akihe  one  dav  ^to  him,  ^  I  wifti  you  to  know,  that  of  all  the 

•  wants  in  life  the  greateft  is  a  true  friend.  Endeavour,  in 
^  the  courfe  of  your  travels,  to  find  this  valuable  treafure;  and, 

•  to  obtain  it,  facrifice  every  thing  elfe.*  The  young  man 
took  leave  of  his  father,  and  went  to  a  diftant  part  of  the  coun¬ 
try;  and,  ifter  refiding  there  fome  time,  returned  home.  ‘  I 
^  did  not  expedt  you  fo  foon,*  faid  the  father ;  ‘  you  enjoined 
‘  me,*  replied  the  young  man,  ‘  to  fearch  for  a  friend,  and  I 

•  can  already  fhew  you  fifty,  who  are  all  the  models  of  true 

*  fricndftup.*— ‘  1  am  fixty  years  of  age/  fald  the  merchant; 
^  1  have  clofely  examined  mankind;  and  yet,  during  fuch  2 

*  number  of  years,  1  have  fcarcely  been  able  to  find  one  real 
^  friend:  how  then  is  It  poflible  that,  in  fo  fhort  a  fpace,  you 

•  fhould  have  found  fifty  ?  Teach  me  how  to  know  mankind.' 
The  merchant  formed  a  defign,  which  he  executed  in  the 

following  manner.  He  took  a  meep  and  killed  it;  ftained  his 
fon's  clothes  with  its  blood  ;  and  having  made  this  preparation, 
delayed  the  reft  till  the  night  following,  when  he  put  a  fack 
with  the  fheep  in  it  on  his  fon's  back,  and,  after  telHilg  him 
what  he  was  to  do,  they  departed  together.  The  young  man 
weiit  and  knocked  at  the  door  of  one  of  his  fifty  friends,  who 
opened  it  with  every  external  appearance  of  fatisfaftion,  and 
inquired  into  the  caufe  of  his  vifit.  ^  It  is  when  in  diftrefs,’ 
faid  the  young  man,  ‘  that  people  know  thofe  who  love  them ; 

*  I  have  often  fpoke  to  you  of  an  ancient  quarrel  which  fubfifted 

*  between  my  family  and  that  of  a  lord  belonging  to  the  court; 

♦  as  misfortune  would  have  it,  ^e  chanced  to  meet  in  a  private 
‘  place ;  hatred  put  arms  into  each  of  our  hands,  and  I  faw  him 
‘  fall  dead  at  my  feet.  Dreading  to  be  purfued  by  julHce,  I 

•  placed  his  body  on  mv  fhoulders ;  it  is  in  this  fack  which  you 

^  behold; 


f 


‘  one  whorn  I  have  acquired.*  Whllft  they  were  ftill, talking 
tliey  found  themfelves  at  the  gate  of  the  perfon  *  whom  the  fa- 


When  the  merchant  related  to  him  his  fon*s  mj^9rtune,  he  ex¬ 
claimed,  ^  O!  thrice  happy  day,  which  gives  ipe  an  opportu- 
*  nity  of  tettlfying  my  attachment  to  you ;  nic,  and 
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MISCELtANEbV^. 


Art.  li-  Supplmentary  Fa3s  and  Ohfirn;at't9n$,  0€caJtontd  iy  Mn 
.  tValkir's  Publication  of  bis  Pri/ecution  of  il4ir.  Rob&ts.  pp.  24.  8voi 
3d.  Harrop,  ManCheftcr.  1791. 


\T  T  E  had  not  fe^n  (ho  performance  before  us  wheri  oiir  account 
VV  pf  ^he  trial’ to  which  it  alludes  was  pnblilhed  in  our  Journal 
fef  Oftbber,  p.  302. 

The  adlion  brought  againft  Mr.  Roberts  for  a  libel  on  Mr. Walker* 
of  Manchel(er>  was  tried  at  the  Lancafter  ai&zes  in  March  la  ft,  when 
the  jury  brought  in  a  verdii^  for  the  plaintiif^  with  ioo4  damages. 

After  having  Aibmitted  to  the  laws  of  his  country;  Mr.  koberts 
Juftly  complains  of  the  rancorous  publication  of  this  trial  by  the 
plaintiff,  fix  months  after  it  happened,  marked  with  laboured 
«nd  printed  with  injurious  notes  to  his  prejudice.  He  endeavours  to 
point  out  the  malignant  tendency  of  the  publication,  with  the  cruelty 
and  injulHce  he  has  fuffered  in  the  whole  bufinefs,  the  particulars  of 
which  have  been  grofsly  mifreprefented,  and  not  underftood.  He  de- 
Icribes  alfo  the  ungenerous  conduft  of  Mr.  George  Philipsi  to  call  it 
by  no  worfe  a  name,  to  whofe  mifconception  or  defigns  the  quarrel 
between  the  parties  became  more  inflamed,  and  was  finally  carried  tt 
extremity.  Mr.  Robcris  has  alfo  refuted  the  charge  of  cowardice 
endeavoured  to  be  faftened  upon  him  by  his  opponent,  with  effed,  and 
very  clearly  (hews  that  bajhfulnefs  in  going  out  with  his  adverfary 
cannot  be  imputed 'to  bim.  The  reader  will  be  intereiled  in  thk 
pamphlet,  which  is  well  written,  difeovers  nice  fenfibtlity,  and  the  ar 
^meocs  and  the  fads  appear  to  be  convincing. 


Art.  19.  Tir  Woodman  ;  a  Comic  Opera^  in  Three  A3s.  As  it  It 
performed  at  the  T^heatre -Royals  Covent  •Garden^  nvitb  univerfal 
flaufe.  By  Mr.  Sate  Dudley i  8vro.  is.  6d.  Gadell.  London, 
'  179*- 


Much  is  not  to  be  expefted  from  comic  operas  ;  yet,  in  the  prefent 
inftance,  fenfc  is  not  Sacrificed  to  found :  the  Woodman  has  nature 
and  a  limplicity  which  fuits  the  fubjefl,  to  recommend  it.  It  is  not 
over  charged  with  fotigs ;  and  the  fongs,  in  general,  are  above  me* 
diocrity.  It  is  elegantly  printed,  and  ornamented  with  an  emblems 
tical  frontifpiece  by  Bartolozzi,  which  is  better  than  many  things  of 
the  kind  that  have  lately  appeared  onder  his  name. 
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JiXr.  20.  Thi  Intriguing  Cbambtrmaid  \  a  Ballad  Farce ^  in  T*wq 
Alhyaltired  frm  Fielding*  •Firjl  parfermed  at  the  Theatre-Rcycl^ 
Brury-Lancy  on  Wedntfdayy  AW.  3,  1790.  8vo.  is.  Dcbrctt. 
London;  1790;. 

f  •  y 

Every  one  knows  the  Intriguing  Ghambermaid;  and  the  alter- 
ttions  it  has  now  undergone  are  not  of  fullicient  importance  to  des 
mand  particular  notice.  *  < 

2  u  Vijits  from  the  World  of  Spirits ;  or^  Interefiing  Anecdotes  of 
the  Dead.  Containiiig  •very  cdrious  Narrati<ves  of  the  Appearances  of 
many  departed  Spirits,  on  particular  Occafsons^  to  Friends,  Relations, 
i^c.  being  an  impartial  Sur^vey  of  t hi  moft  remarkable  Accounts  of 
Apparitions,  Dreams^  Ghojls,  Spefires,  and  Vifons,  that  have  been 
\  frecerded  in  federal  Ages  of  the  World',  together  <with  feme  OrrgiiHsls  : 
to  which  is  prefixed,  an  IntroduBion  by  the  Editor,  pp.  302.  8vo« 
3s.  Wayland.  London,  1791.  •  . 

What  purpofe  this  colleftion  is  meant  to  anfwer  we  cannot  guefs, 
itolcfs.it  be. to  frighten  children.  The  world  is  now  too  enlightened, 
either  to  confide  in,  or  be  amufed  with,  idle  tales  of  fpeitres,  appa¬ 
ritions,  and  ‘  chim&as  dire  I  *  * 

AjtTi’22;  ^he  Wlim\  or,  The  MuUial  Ifnfirejficn  :  a  Kovel-  In  Tiuo 
Volumes.  By  a  Laay.  pp.  251.  121110.  4.5.  Hookhain.  Lon¬ 
don,  1791.  -  '  .  ,  .  ' 

We  would  fain  fpare  the  fair  author-  of  the  Mutual  Imprefiion ;  -but 
thefacred  regard  we  have  for  truth,  obliges  us,  alas!  to  lay  that  it 
neither  pofleffes  novelty  of  incident,  charter,  nor' even  good  lan¬ 
guage,'  Its  brevity  is  its  only  recommendation. 

IfljtT.  ^3.  Benrduia',  a  Novel.  In  Two  Volumes,  pp.  504.  l2mo. 

,  6s. ,  Lane.  London,  1791. 

TJhis  novel  is  intereftiag,  though  it  neither  poflefles  much  novelty 
)f  incident,  nor  originality  of  charadterV  The  firft  volume  is  un- 
loubtedly  the  belt ;  the  fecond  is  flat  and  tedious.  Yet,  what  may 
ippear  ftrange,  the  caialtrophe  is  unnecefTarily  hurried.  On  the 
t^holc,  Ben€di6ta  appears  to  be  the  hafly  produdion  of  a  perfon  who 
:an ‘write  better  if  he  will. 

Art.  24.  ’Villeroy o*'.  The  Fatal  Moment :  a  Novel.  In  Three  Vo^ 
lumes.  By  a  Lady.  pp.  612.  izmo.  7s.  6d.  Lane.  London, 
»790.-  •  *  .  . 

A  very  medittcre  performance  indeed — the  charaders  and  inci¬ 
dents  culled  from  other  novels,  and  thrown  together  in  an  unfkilful, 
uninterefting  manner.  Why  will  ladies  thus  wander  from  the  path 
^vMch  Nature  deftined  them  to  tread ! 

Art.  25.  A  Complete  Di Sionary  of  Mufic  \  containing  a  full  end 
clear  Explanation,  divefied  of  Technical  Phrafes,  of  all  the  Words  and 
Terms,  EngHfh,  Italian,  tl^c.  made  tife  of  in  that  Science,  fpeculaiive, 
PftsSical,  and  hifioncal :  the  whole  compiled  from' the  leji  ancient  and 
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modern  Authors t  and  particularly  adapted  to  Scholars  as  well  as  Pn, 
/dents.  Bj^John  Hojle»  Mujidam.  pp*  i6o.  8vo.  38.  Symoad,^ 
London,  1791* 


Mr.  Hoyle  hat  promifed  much  in  the  tide-page;  but,  in  our  jodg, 
ment,  he  i^s  failed  in  the  performance.  Indeed,  what  could  be  ex* 
pcCled  from  a  diftionary  of  mufic  comprefled  in  an  oAavo  pamphlet 
at  the  price  of  three  ihiliings  ? 


Art.  26.  l^be  Bofom  Friend.  In  Five  Books.  By  an  Etonian,  pp.  ji, 
i2mo.  IS.  6d.  Faulder.  London,  1791.  ’ 


Viewing  this  as  the  produdion  of  a  juvenile  mufe,  it  mu  ft  be  al, 
•  lowed  to  poffefs  fome  claims  to  approbation.  The  plan  of  the  poe® 
is  very  fimple,  and  not  fufficiendy  interefting.  The  verfification  « 
froooth  and  cafy,  and  fome  few  paftages  evince  genius.  We  have 
feleded  the  following  lines  as  among  the  moft  poedc  of  the  wholi 
piece : 

'  Neaera  weeps,  whilft  Cupid,  hov*rIng  near, 

Pitch’d  on  her  rofy  cheek,  and  caught  each  tear. 

In  cv*ry  pearly  drop  he  ftcep’d  a  dart; 

Sure  0/  its  aim,  it  dealt  a  double  fmart.’ 


We  are  at  a  lofs,  however,  to  guefs  why  the  poem  is  entitled 
Bofom  Friend. 


POLITICAL. 


Art.  27.  Obfervations  on  the  Evidence  given  before  the  Cemmitietnf 
the  Privy  Council  and  Houfe  of  Commons  in  Support  of  the  Bill  for  oto* 
lijhing  the  Slave-Trade,  pp.  310.  8vo.  43.  ,StockdaIe. .  Lon¬ 
don,  1791. 

An  .avowed  advocate  for  that  infamous  trajfc  of  human  JleJh\  the 
flavc  trade,  attempts  here  to  invalidate  the  teftimony  of  thofe  per. 
fons  who  were  examined  before  the  privy-council,  and  in  the  Houfc 
.of  Commons,  in  confequence  of  the  plan  formed  to  abolifti  it.  The 
author’s  obfervaiions  difplay,  in  fome  places,  a  confiderable  degree 
of  acutenefs ;  and  fhew  that  he  has  read  the  evidence  with  all  the  at« 
tention  of  a  cavilling  lawyer,  who  is  determined  to  lay  hold  of  every 
trifle  that  he  can  torture  or  twili  to  his  own  purpoies ;  but,  in  gene* 
ral,  they  are  fo  trite  and  inconclufive,  that  they  will  produce  very 
little  effed  on  unprejudiced  and  unintereiled  minds. 


Art.  28.  Lettre  a  V AJfmlUe  Nationale  de  France.  Par  un  de  ja 

Membres  aSuellement  a  Londres.  pp.  150.  8vo, ,  as.  6d*  foriter. 

London,  i79i«  ‘ : 

A  very  fevcrc  attack  upon  Mr.  Burke,  in  confequenoe  of  his  Re* 
fiedions  on  the.  French  Revolution.  The  principal  weapons  which 
this  writer  employs  againft  the  champion  of  aibitrary  power,  are  la- 
tire  and  ridicule ;  but  we  cannot  help  dunking  that,  in  fome  place.s 
he  borders  rather  on  abufe.  As  Mr.  Burke,  however,  firft  let  tiie 
example,  he  cannot  furely  complain  if  he  finds  his  own'batccriv* 
turned  agaiall  himfelf,  and  if  be  receives  a  few  fquirts  'of  that  fiiii 
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iRT.  29.  Ferdinnndt  Leber ^  oac  Heg.AfoJi,  Majefla*it  a  C&^- 

fdiist  Chirurg.  DoSioris,  Anatomes^  Chir.  Tbtorct,  et  FraQic.  Prff. 
Pui,  Ordh,  in  Vuivtr.  yinochi^n^  lAc.  Prrfle^ioncs  Amt:7ntc<r : 
Iditio  Nova ;  cui  nunc  prhitim  acccjjerunt  Qt/er  vauones  querdam  Phr^ 
fAogictt  et  /inattmiCiTi  curante  Joanne  Wtljon^  M.  />.  Londini  :  apud 
C,  ELIot  ct  T.  Kay.  i  790.  ' 

RT.  29.  Anatomical  L^ciures  of  Ferdinand  Leher,  Profejfor  of  the 
Tceorj  and  PraA  ce  cf  Eurgery^  t^c.  in  the  UniverJjty  of  Vienna,  A 
FeW  Edition.  To  '-which  are  noxv  added,  fome  PEyfological  and  Ana^ 
tmical  Obferntationsy  by  John  IVtlJvny  M*  D.  8vo.  Elliot  and  Kay, 
London,  1790. 

Tl»is  work,  which,  though  entitled  Leftwres.  is  a  regular  treitife, 
as  fcril  publifhed  by  theauihorin  the  German  liugaage,  and  af'icr: 
ards  tranflated  into  it«  prefent  form.  Jt  c<  mprehends  a  fyftem  of 
-atomy,  including  an  account  of  the  lymphat;c  veifeis ;  the  whole 
fawn  up  in  moderate  extent,  and  with  all  dcurahlc  perfpicniiy. 
|hc  phyljological  and  anatonilcal  obfervations  fubjoined  by  iJr.  Wil- 
!j,  arc  fufiicicntly  well  founded,  but  too  grneral,  as  well  aa  too  little 
moededj  to  give  a  competent  idea  of  phyfiulogy. 

IT.  JO.  Ah  Expojition  of  the  Primnplcs_of  A'*atD7Jzy  avd  PhvFoo^f, 
fdkuded  on  the  Difc'rveries  and  Im;rG  V  men  j  of  the  iateji  and  wo  t  up^ 
\r ive’d  Writer Sy  and  containing  the  Pr<eleci:OKes  Anatomic^  of  Ferai- 
^nd Leber,,  tranJJa'cd from, the  Original,  publifjed  in  Latin  at‘P ienva. 
Sj  ^ 'alter  Faughany  JM  D*,  Ppyjician  at  R'^chefer,  in  Kent.  8vo- 
2voIs.  1 2 s,  boards,  Robinfons.  London,  1791. 

)r.  Vaughan  has  here  given  a  faithful  tranflatibn  of  the  Prslec- 
ies  Anutomicae  cf  Ferdinand  Leber,  accompaniec}  with  a  great 
aber  of  annotations,  either  illullrating  the  lyitem  of  his  author,  or 
ibiiing  a  view  of  phyfiology.  In  this  compilation  Dr. 'Vaughan 
followed  the  bell  authorities,  which  he  feems  likewife  to  have  con- 
ted  with  much  attention.  We  do  not,  indeed,  perceive  that  he 
tdded  any  thing  new  to  the  fund  either  cf  anatomical  or  phyfio- 
ul  kiK)wledge;  but  he  has,  with  laudable  induftry,  ccllcwled 
feaucred  obiervations  and  opinions  of  the  m'oH  approved  writers, 
i^iriiiedH)ut  of  the  whole  a  judicioas  and  compendious  fyllcm, 
afford  much  uLfui  intormation  to  the  medical  Itudenr. 
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Art*  31  •  EJfay  on  Vital  Sufpenjion :  being  an  Attempt  to  inviitl. 
gate  and  to  a/certain  th^e  Difea/es  in  *whicb  the  Principles  of  Lif/off 
apparently  exiinguijhed*  By  a  Medical  Praditioner*  pp.  23,  8vo» 
Is*  Rivingtons.  London^  1791* 

Vital  fufpenfion  is  ufually  4ividcd  by  medical  authors  into  dlftinft 
fpecies>  according  to  the  particular  part  of  the  body  which  is  fappofed 
to  be  primarily  afFeded*  The  brain,  the  lungs,  the  heart,  and  the 
ventricle,  are  thought  to  have,  each  of  them,  in  different  cafes,  thel: 
claim  to  the  fource  of  the  fufpenfion ;  though  fome  refer  the  elFcd, 
almoft  exclufively,  either  to  the  brain  or  the  heart;  in  the  former 
cafe  proceeding  from  apoplexy,  and  in  the  latter  from  fyncope. 
The  author  of  the'efTay,  however,  endeavours  to  fhew  that  this  dif. 
crimination  is  not  fupported’  by  clear  and  uniform  evidence,  b 
which  he  is  certainly  well  founded.  He  obferves,  that  the  vital 
or  involuntary  motions  do  not  ad  fo  ccnflantly  in  the  apoplexy  as  ij 
|;enerally  fuppofed ;  and  that  the  ceflation  or  diminution  of  the  pulfe 
IS  likewife  not  an  infeparable  concomitant  upon  fyncope*  Indeed, 
the  difficulty  of  afeertaining  the  precife  limits  of  life  and  death,  iaj 
cafes  of  vital  fufpenfion,  is  alone  a  fufficient  proof  of  the  juftnefeef 
both  thefe  remarks ;  and  we  therefore  think  that  the  author  needed 
not  to  have  adduced  fo  many  arguments  for  eftablifhing  this  point. 

The  author  next  invefligaces  the  caufes,  and  their  modos  operandlh, 
producing  vital  fufpenfion.  He  fuppofes  the  proximate  caufe  of  the 
fufpenfion  to  confift  in  a  general  debility  of  the  fyftem,  arifing  either 
mediately  or  immediately  in  the  brain*  Thence  he  infers,  that  th; 
true  end  and  objed  to  which  all  remedies  Ihould  be  direded,  is 
incrcafe  the  ftrength ;  which,  in  fuch  cafes,  is  only  to  be  cfFcdcdbv 
Jiimuluim 

W  ith  regard  to  the  means  which  ought  to  be  employed  in  exciiinj 
the  fufpended  adion  of  the  vital  motions,  we  meet  with  nothing  i;i 
the  prefent  cflay  that  demands  any  particular  attention.  We  muli 
acknowledge,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  elTay  contains  many  inge¬ 
nious  theoretical  obfervations*  The  author  evidently  pofTeffes  lIi 
cernment,  and  a  refpedable  talent  for  phyfiological  rcfearche?;  b  1 
his  efforts  would  appear  to  far  greater  advantage  were  they  notob 
feured  by  a  peculiarity  of  manner,  and  particularly  by  the  frequen 
ufe  of  Latin  words,  which  feem  to  be  introduced  rather  from  capnci 
than  fiOm  any  regard  to  emphafis  or  precifion. 

Art*  32*  The  Poor  Man*s  Medicine-Chejl  \  or,  Thompfon^s  Box  [ 
Anribilious  Alterative  Pills,  With  a  fen.v  brief  Remarks  on  the  Stomad 
clear ‘y  demonjirating  how  much  Health  defends  upon  paying  Atfentkn' 
that  Ventricle  in  particular,  and  the  Bowels  in  general.  B{  jd 
Weeks  Thompfon,  Surgeon,  Man-midwife,  l^c.  pp.  36.  8vo.  I 
Taylor.  London,  1791. 

Prod udions  which  are  intended  to  blazon  the  virtues  of  no^r  ''- 
have  no  claim  to  the  notice  of  criticifm.  We  can  therefore  only  fjy 
t^f.at  the  prefent  advertifer  reprefents  his  alterative  pills  as  a  vvonjl  ’ 
ful  medicine;  and  he  is  not  lefs  zealous  in  the  commendation  ^ 
Ilaume  of  ArquebuLdc*  Atteftations,  to  conciliate  the  faith  of  v-' 
tudinarians,  are,  as  ufual,  fubjoined. 
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Art.  33*  T*ft  of  England ;  cr,  A  Differtetion  on  Human  Authority 

in  a  Divine  Religion.  A  Poem,  in  Six  Books,  pp.  265.  8vo.  4s. 
Johnfon.  London,  1791. 

The  defign  of  this  book  is  to  prove,  that  it  is  both  impolitic  and 
unjuft  to  employ  the  facramental  tell  for  anfwering  civil  purpofes. 
Without  entering  into  the  controverfy,  which  is  now  lulled  allcep,  we 
muft  be  allowed  to  exprefs  our  furprife  that  it  ever  Ihould  have  ap- 
jvjared  in  the  prefent  form.  Plain  profc  is  bell  adapted  to  a  fubjeft 
of  this  kind.  But  here  we  are  prelented  with  a  poem^  in  fix  books. 
Thofe  who  can  ^iftinguilh  between  rhyme  and  poetry,  will  agree  with  * 
us  in  faying,  that  the  title  is  a  mifnomer.  Bad  profe  we  can  l^ear . 
with ;  but  bad  verfes  are  too  much  for  us.  There  are  many  good 
thoughts  in  thefe  fix  books,  many  jiift  and  noble  fentiments,  but  a 
very  fmall  portion  of  true  poetry.  That  our  readers  may  judge  for 
thcmfelves,  we  prefent  them  with  ah  extraft  deftribing  the  charaAer; 
of  the  great  Mr.  Howard ;  -  ,  * 

*  *  ^ 

^  To  Nature’s  pangs,  like  Charity,  a  friend. 

Encountering  death  kind  fellowlhip  to  lend^ 

•  T’affbeiateTympathy  with  living  grief. 

To  yield  to  want  all  poflible  relief ; 

Some  foothing  aid  on  mis’ry  to  beftow, 

);  j  To  fwathe  the  bleeding  wounds  of  writhihg  woe ; 

’  Wipe  from  the  pallid  cheek. the  fcalding  tear. 

On  forrow's  cave  the  plant  of  joy  to  rear ; 

Melt  to  foft  tendernefs  the  callous  heart,  ' 

T’alleviate  the  keen  remorfelefs  fipart; 

To  Hem  the  drift  of  fear’s  overwhelming  llreams, 

Obfeured  hope  tg  irradiate  with  beams. 

Through  which,  bleft  light!  the  lall  cold  manlion’s  fecu 
With  Imiling  afpeA,  and  with  foul  ferene  \ 

His  pity  large,  his  mercy  unconfin’d, 

A  brother  clofe  allied  tb'all  mankind. 

Our  nation’s  pride,  refeipblanpe  of  his  Lord; 

Yet  as  belief  could  not  with  creeds  accord 
Of  man’s  device ;  and  differing,  inthe  .mpdp 
From  forms  eftablilhed,  to  adore  the  God^- 
Unworthy  deem’d  to  occupy  a  poft, 

By  laws  to  virtue  and  to  juftice  loft; 

Yea,  doom’d  by  law,  though  not  by  Britons  doom’d. 

To  find  his  pity  iii  a  den  entomb’d.* 


Art.  34.  4  Ne<w  ^ftem  of  Religion.  8vo. '  Amfterdam,.  1790. 

No  Bookfeller’s  Name.  ^  ^ 

The  principle  of  thi^  fyftcm  runs  on  the  old  idea  of  the  eternity 
of  matter,  tindependent  of  the  Peity.  From*  the  groffnrfs  fuppofcd 
to  be  inherent. in  the  former,  the  author  conceives  that  it  might  be 
ipapoffible  fi^r  ti^e  latter  to  arrange  it  in  fuch  a  as  to  render  it 

;  ,  "  '  "  '  '  |b  ^  ‘  fre? 
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free  from  evil.  Hence  he  conceives  the  origin  of  evil  to  be  derivable 
from  a  necefliry  which  the  Deity  toufd  not  prevent.  There  arc  in. 

.  tcrlptrlcd  a  number  of  thofe  whimfical  notions  which  men  generally 
rur  inro  when  they  Jeaye  tlie  plain  path.  Among  the  rcll,  the  fol. 
lowing  makes  no  ifyfJonipipuous  figure : 

.  *  but  by  the  gods-are  here  meant  fpirits  of  vaft  and  fuperlor  power, 
capable  of  creating' \vt)Hds,  Arfd  of  annihilating  them,  as  a  man  builds 
a  houfe/  and  throws  it  down*;*  [or  eats  an  apple] . 

“  ‘  It  is  probable  fltat  each  god  prcCdcs  over  a  world  of  his  owa 
creation,  and  has  miniilring  fpirits  to  manage  different  departments.* 

We  arc  gladf  hOvVever,-  to  find  the  author  concludes  as  all  good 
people  mulT  do,  however  thty  may  differ  in  lefs  important  points: 

’  •  The  improvement  of  the  mind  is  the  mod  important  of  human 
purfuits;*  and  the  gradual  acquifition  of  virtue  and  knowledge  leads 
to  the  greateft  happinefs. 

‘"If  the  moral  inftinft  be  much  clouded,  and  the  love  of  virtue 
ahd  ufeful  knowledge  obliterated,  the  man  may  have  many  pleafurcs, 
.but  never  can  have  happinefs.' 

*  That  vice  and  mifery  are  the  fame,  is  not  a  metaphor,  but  a 
fimple  truth.  Every  ad  of  vice  foils  the  mental  mirror  of  happinefs.’ 

Though  there  be  nothing  new  in  thefe  opinions,  yet  their  ufeful- 
nefs  renders  them*  always  acceptable,  even  when  produced  in  ft 
quefiionahle  a  JLape*  '  ,  • 

Art.  3J.  ^he  Triumph  of  Infidelity  ;  a  Poem\  fuppofed  to  be  fwritftn 

by  Timothy-  Dwight,  D*D,  cf  Greenfield  in  ConneSlicut,  in  1788. 

8 VO,  6d.  h'iaihews.  London,  .1791. 

Subjeds  of  a  loc^  nature  are  frequently  the  caufe  of  putting  pen 
to  paper,  and  produce  a  pamphlet  or  a  volume.  From  the  apinefs  of 
the  fubjed  to  the  occafion  ;  ’from  the  fuitablenefs  of  the  manner  of 
treating  it  to  the'talle  of  the  people  for  whom  it  is  defigne'd ;  and 
from  feizing  the  mind  while  agitated  with  the  theme ;  very  confider- 
nble  cfFeds  are  frequently  produced.  At  fuch  a  time,  perfons  who 
are  much  engaged  and  delighted  with  the  performance,  are  ready  to 
think  that  the  world  at  large  will  receive*  it  with  as  much  pleafure 
and  eagemefs  as  themfelvcs.  ‘  But  when  it  is  placed  before  the  eyes 
of  an  uninierefied  public,  they  view  it  with  indifference,  or  turn 
^way  from  it  with  difguft.  Such  ir  precifely  the  cafe  before  us. 
This  is  an  American  hachis  fuited  to  American  palates,  we  fuppefe; 
and  there  it  may  probably  do  good.  But  the  Engllfh  literary  ralte  is 
too  faftidiogs  for  this  coarfc  and  tough  moriel  Of  tranf  atlantic  verfifi* 
ration.  The  defign  of  the  pamphlet  is  tq^turn  infidels  and  heretics 

into  ridicule,  and  to  expofe  their  Imbiiety  and  folly,  ” 

*  ‘  *  .t  r  ti!  i:  ^ 

SERMONS, 


Art.  36.  The  ^Ability  rf  JeJus^Chrifl  to  fan>e  Sinners;  d^Sermo^, 
preacliid  In  the  Chufel  of  Newgate,  AW.  »790^  at  the  Rtquejl  cf 
y  the  Friends  if  iS'^Jontoni  by  she  fUv,  W.  Lq<ve,  M.  A  Cnratg  o/S:- 
Saviour*  s^'Soo^tbivari^  Alfa  an  Appendix  ^  containing  feme  Mesno.rs  of 
'/br  Fenton.  &V(A  is.  h'lathews.  London,,  1701^  ,  ' 

’  Mr.  Love’s  text  is  -Heb.  vii.  Z5 and,  'confidering  the  occafion,  it 
yras -well  chofen.  Finc-fpun  theories  may  amufe  a  mind  at  cafe,  but 
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irlll  not  afford  relief  to  tho(e  who  know  that  within  a  few  days  they 
muff  enter  an  eternal  world;  it  is  the  ^ofpel  alone  that  can  adminiftef 
ittfficient  encouragement  to  the  heart  in  a  fituation  &>  trying  and  im¬ 
portant.  Mr.  Love’s  do(flrine  is  that  of  the  articles  and  homilies  of 
our  church.  He  treats  the  fubje^  in  a  plain# ^rTpicuous  manner; 
and  he  (hews  that  he  is  well  acauainted  with  the  fcriptures#  and, 
knows  how  to  addrefs  an  unhappy  fellow-creature  in  the  mod  abje^ 
date  of  depravity  and  anguilh.  We  wi(h  that  condemned  criminala 
often  heard  fuch  difeouries  as  this. 

.The  fhort' (ketch  of  poor  Fonton’s  life  which  is  fuUoined#  fur- 
nitbes  a  (trikiqg  lelTon  of  wifdom  and  caution  to  all.  The  unfortu¬ 
nate  man  was  not  one  of  thofe  abandoned  and  obdurate  villains  who 
offend  from  innate  badnefs  of  heart:  all  his  mifery  and  guilt  origi-" 
Dated  in  one  a&  of  imprudence.  A  Aim  of  money  was  put  into  his 
hands  to  purchafe  (lock  on  a  day  that  was  at  fome  dlffance.  Having, 
juil  before  met  with  fome  heavy  loifes,  he  flattered  himfelf  that#  by 
a  temporary  ufe  of  the  money#  he  might  retrieve  them#  and  have  ^ 
hack  at  the  appointed  time.  From  a  failure  in  this#  he  was  led  oa 
from  one  (lep  of  deceit  and  falfehood  to  another#  in  order  to  conceal 
the  firft  offence ;  and  involved  himfelf  dill  deeper  and  deeper#  till  his 
guilt#  which  could  be  no  longer  concealed#  brought  him  to  an  un* 
timely  end. 
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NORTHERN  1>OWERS. 

^  HOUGH  it  is  now  pretty  evident  that  none  of  the  northeri) 
*  powers  feem  much  difpofed  to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of 
France,  fince  Louis  XVI.  gave  his  fanclion  to  the  new  confti^ 
tution,  we  arc  ftill  told  of  a  treaty  entered  into  between 


^  SWEDEN  AND  RUSSIA^ 

for  the  purpofe  of  fupporting  the  F reneb  princes,  and  bringing 
about  a  counter-revolution  ii\  France.  ,  As  the  cafe  of  the  emi¬ 
grants  becorpes  every  day  more  and  more  defperate,  fuch  of 
them  as  are  moft  interefted  in  oppofing  the  decrees  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Aflembly  are  at  great  pains,  no  doubt,  to  propagate  every 
report  which  they  imagine  may  be  ferviceable  to  their  caufe. 
We  need  not  be  furprifed,  therefore,  at  the  variety  of  ideal  plans 
formed  in  their  favour,  with  which  we  have  been  fo  long 
vnufed,  zi\d  the  repeated  threats,  publifhed  by  their  adherents, 

‘  B  b  4  /  ani 
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and  of  their -determination  to  enter  France  immediately  with  t 
numerous  army.-  The  pretended  treaty,  between  Sweden  and 
Ru/Tta,  is,  in  m  probability,  a  ii^^ipn  invented  to  anfwer  the 
like  purpofe:  or,  if  any  negociation  has  really  taken  place  be¬ 
tween  thefe  powers,  its  o^edt  muft  be  of  a  different  nature  j 
for  as  neither  the  King*  of  rruffia,  nor  the  Emperor,  has,  as  yet* 
ftewn  the  leaft  dciire  to  difturb  the  tranquillity  of  France,  it 
i^ould  be  madnefs  for  Sweden  and  Ruffia,  at  fuch  a  diftance,  to 
thiqk  of  accomplifhing  that  by  themfelves  whictf  might  baffle  the 
upited  efforts  of  all  the  crowned  heads  in  Europe, 

^mong  the  recent  occurrences  in  the  North,  which  have 
relation  to  poetical  ipatters,  may  be  reckoned  the 

.  .  DEATH  OF  PRINCE  POTEMiCiN, 

who  made  himfelf  fo  confpicuous  by  his  condudl  in- the  late  war- 
between  the  Turks  and  the  Ruffians.  This  celebrated  per 
fonage,  who  poffeffed  fuperior  ftrength  and  vigour  of  body,  as 
well  as  military  talents,  w^as  a  particular  favourite  with  Ca¬ 
therine  II.  and  it  has  even  been  affirmed,  that  his  influence  at 
court,  and  in  the  army,  was  fo  great  that  the  Grand  Duke  be¬ 
held  him  with  an  eye  of  jealoufy^  cbnfidering  him  as  a  man  who 
mi^ht,  his  acceilion  the. throne,  prove. a  formidable  rival, 
and  excite  fome  difturbance  in  the  Ruffian  empire.  What 
might  have  happened  had  he  furvived  the  prefent  Emprefs,  it  is 
impoffiblc  certainly  to  conjedlure;  but  it  is  very  probable  that, 
as  the  Ruffian  dominions  are  now  become  too  great,  and  confift 
of  too  many  different  ffates,  to  be  properly  governed  by  one  fo- 
veieign,  Potemkin  might  have  indulged  his  ambition,  and, 
making  ufc  cT  his  influence,  have  eftabliflied  hlmfclf  in  fome 
part  of  the  late  conv'juered  territories,  as  an  independent  mo 
lurch.  A  new  empire  oh  th?  borders’  of  the  Black  Sea,  under 
the  diiciSIion  of  an  enlightened  and  enterprifmg  prince,  might 
haya  been  attended 'with  the  greateft  advantages  to  thofe  re 
jgioiu,  and  been  the  means  of  Introducing  the  arts  and  fcienc? 
among  unlettered  tribes,  who  are  ftill  in  a  very  uncivillfed  jflate 
Such  an  eflablifhment  would  have.been  a  powerful  check'to  the 
growing  power  of  Ruflia’;  and,  if  proper  meafures  had  been 
purfued,*  would  no  dpubt  havje  met  with  the  fupport  of  the  court 
of  Confiantinople,  as  it  w^ould  have  formed  an  ufeful  barrier  be¬ 
tween  them  and  a  fornudable  ncighboui:.  Divide  ei  imt^era  is  an 
ancient  maxim,  replete  with  m\ich  truth;  and  if  the  lurks  had 
been  guided  by  political  prudence,  they  would  have  encouraged 
a  difmemberment,  which  might  have  prevented  the  incurfions 
of  a  people  Who  haye  often  (Itaken  the  Ottoman  throne. 
Though  there  is  no  appearance  at  prefent  of  a  divifion  in  Rufli?^ 
fuch  an  event  may  take  place  at  fome  future  period.  A  difeen- 
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j^cd  or  aiTtbltious  prince  may  one  day  accompllfli  what  Po- 
^tnkin  .was  fufpe<3ed  of.  intending ;  and  if  a  Pu^tchef^  could 
find  fo  many  followers,  and  fo  long  refift*  the  arms  of  the  Em- 
prcfs,  what  may  not  be  performed  by  a  man  of  talents  and  mi¬ 
litary  experience  ?  While’  we  indulge  in  thefe  fpeculations,  we 
cannot  Jielp  obferving,  that  the  death  of  this  conqueror,  cut  off 
at  tfie  clofe  of  a  very  fuccefsful  war,  when  he  had  juft  returned 
crowned  with  laurels  to  enjoy  the  fmiles  of  his  fovereign,  af¬ 
fords  a  wide  field  for  reflection,  and  niay  ferve  to  remind  the 
great  of  the  inftability  of  all  worldly  honours.  When  they- 
have  attained^  as  they  imagine,  almoft  to  the  fummit  of  their 
•wifties,  and  are. laying  down  plans  for  future  happinefs,  Hea<r 
yen  thinks  proper  to  difpofe  of  them  in  another  manner* 
The  curtain  is  drawn ;  death  appears  before  them  in  all  his  hor-r 
rors ;  and  they  are  hurried  reludtantly  from  that  ftage  on  which 
they  flattered  themfelves  they  fhould  long  be  permitted  to  enjoy 
honours,  eafe,  and  tranquillity,  furrounded  by  luxury,  and  flat¬ 
tered  by  dependents. 

In  turning  our  eyes  towards 


FRANCE, 


we  find  the  political  hemifphere  of  that  country,  obfcured  fo 
long  by  gloomy  clouds,  begin  to  alTume  an  appearance  of  ferc- 
nity.  T  he  prudent  and  judicious  condudl  of  / 


LOUIS  XVI. 


fince  his  acceptance  of  the  new  conftitution,  and  his  repeated 
prqfeflions  of  being  refolved  to  maintain  it  againft  all  attacks, 
have  not  only  quieted  the  minds  of  the  moft  timid,  but  procured 
the  king  that  degree  of  efteem  and  afFe£lion  which  is  due  froni 
free  and  loyal  fubjefts  to  a  wife  and  enlightened  fovereigm 
Many  of  the  nobility  and  officers,  deluded  by  early  prejudice,  or 
falfe  hopes  and  vain  promifcs,  have  emigrated  from  their  country. 
•This  is  certainly  an  evil ;  but  it  is  an  evil  attendant  pn  all  re¬ 
volutions,  and  which,  in  a  very  ftiort  fpace  of  time,  muft  na¬ 
turally  ceafe.  As  the  king  has  openly  declared  his  fentiments 
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*  This  extraordinary  man,  fon  of  the  Coffac  Ivan  Pugatchef, 
about  the  year  1772  went  up  the  river  Irghis,  into  the  defcrc,  and 
not  long  after  appeared  under  the  charafler  of  Peter  III.  at  the  head 
of  a  large  body  of  troops.  Having  procured  a  great  number  of  foK 
lowers,  he  feveral  times  defeated  the  detachments  fent  againfl  him  ; 
but  being  at  length  given  up  by  feme  of  his  own  adherents,  he  was 
publicly  beheaded  at  Mofeow,  on  the  2  ift  of  January,  1774.  For 
a  particular  account  of  his  aftions  and  exploits,  fee  Coxe^j  Travels » 
Vol.  ill,  p.  95. 
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Uy  a  proclamation  recalling  them,  the  wifef  of  tha  emigrant 
vrill,  on  refleiftion,  no  doubt  fee  the  'folly  of  their  conduct,  airf 
return  to  enjoy  thofe  invaluable  blelEngs  which  the  new  confti, 
ttttion  holds  forth  to  them^  more  efpecially  as  the  plans  of  the 
auti-revolutionifts  are  now  brought  to  a  difagreeable  crifis.  By 
the  late  decree  of  the  National  AlTcmbly,  refpeding  the 

FRENCjp  PRINCES, 

thefe  noble  fugitives  will  be  under  the  nccefllty,  either  of  return* 
ing,  or  of  abandoning  every  idea  of  future  fupport  from 
y ranee.  Though  his  Gallic  majefty  has,  with  great  afFeftion 
smd  humanity,  cxcrcifed  his  prerogative  on  this  occafion,  by 
patting  a^.negative  upon  the 'decree  by  which  they  were  pro- 
feribed,  it  is  probable  that  he  afted  thus  with  a  view  merely  that 
donciliatory  meafures  might  ftill  be  tried,  and  to  convince  Eu¬ 
rope  that  he  is  unconft rained,  and  peife6Hy  free  in  the  ufc 
of  thofe  powers  with  which  he  is  conftitutionally  veiled. 
His  letter  to  his  brothers  is  a  proof  of  the  juftnefs  of  this  idea; 
but  fhould  conciliatory  meafures  prove  at  laft  incfFeftual,  we 
have  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  Louis  will  facrifice  natural  affedion 
to  the  love  of  his  people,  and  fufFer  the  decree  of  the  National 
Aflembly  to  take  its  courfe.  While  France  is  beginning  to 
taftc  the  fweets  of  tranquillity  at  home,  and  to  look  forward 
with  latisfadlion  to  future  profperity,  her  colonies  in  the 

ISLAND  OF  ST.  DOMINGO*, 

have  been  nearly  ruined  by  a  dreadful  infurredion  of  the  ne# 
‘grocs,  and  people  of  colour.  The  firft  account  of  this  melan¬ 
choly  cataftrophe  ^was  brought  to  France  by  the  Triton,  a 
Vcflel  belonging  to  M.  Begouen,  of  Havre,  a  member  of  the 
.late  National  Aflembly,  who  immediately  triifmitted  the  in¬ 
formation  of  his  captain  to  Paris,  which  had  been  procured  from 
a  (hip  bound  to  Martinico.  This  report,  though  then  dif- 
credited,  has  been  fince  unluckily  found  to  be  too  true.  From 
the  documents  which  have  appeared,  it  is  impoffible  to  form  a 
juft  idea  of  the  ravages  committed,  and  the  Ipfles  fuftained  by 
the  inhabitants.  It  is,  however,  certain  that  the  devaftation 
has  been  almoft  general,  and  that  a  great  number  of  rich  planta¬ 
tions  have  been  totally  burnt  and  deftroyed.  Soon  after  the 

•  i  ^ 

t 

*  St.  Domingo,  or  Hifpaniola,  is  one  of  the  richeft  of  the  Ca- 

ribbee  iflands.  It  is  about  four  hundred  miles  in  length,  and  feventy- 

fivc  in  breadth.  It  was  difeovered  by  Chrlflopher  Columbus  in  15921 

and  is  inhabited  partly  by  the  French  and  partly  by  the  Spaniards. . 

« 
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comtncncemcnt  of  the  revolt,  the  confternation  of  the  white 
people  was  fo  great  that  M.  Bugnet,  member  oi  the  General 
Aflembly  of  the  French  part  of  St.  Domingo,  was  difpacched 
to  Jamaica  with  letters  from  M.  Blanchelande,'  the  governor, 
and  M.  de  Cadufeh,  the  prefident  of  the  Colonial  Affcmbly,  to 
Lord  Effingham,  requefting  fuch  afliftance  and  relief  as  could 
be  fpared  from  that  ifland.  His  lordfhip,  feeling  for  the  dif- 
trefles  of  the  French  planters,  immediately  called  a  council,  at 
which  were  prefent  Admiral  Affleck,  Major-General  William- 
fon,  with  M.  Bugnet,  and  other  French  gentlemen;  and  the 
refult  was,  that  the  latter  w’cre  permitted  to  purchafe  arms,  am¬ 
munition,  and  provilions,  wherever  they  were  able  to  procure 
them.  Two  frigates  and  a  floop  of  war  were  afterwards  dif- 
patched  to  Cape  Francois,  and  every  meafure  has  been  purfued 
by  the  Britifli  government  in  Jamaica,  that  could  be  adopted,  con- 
fiftently  with  their  own  fxfety,  to  relieve  tlie  fufferings  of  their 
neighbours.  For  this  generous  and  humane  condu<3:,  the  French 
National  Affcmbly  have  voted  thanks  to  the  Britilh  iiationi 
and  to 

LORD  EFFINGHAM 

in  particular — a  tribute  of  gratitude  which  does  as  much  ho¬ 
nour  to  thofe  who  beftow,  as  to  thofe  who  receive  it.  Indeed, 
when  we  fee  nations,  who  for  centuries  have  been  implacable 
rivals  in  the  career  of  ambition,  vying  with  each  other  in  a£ls 
of  friendfliip  and  hcfpitality,  it  gives  us  reafon  to  prefage  that 
the  happieft  effefts  may  thence  arife,  and  that  mutu  j  peace  an4 
amity,  eftablifhed  on  a  firm  and  lading  bafis,  will  take  place  in 
the  room  of  former  difeord  and  animoTity.  We  may  then  well 
exclaim,  aurca  ja?n  fecul"^  and  entertain  the  mod  fanguine  hopes 
that  war,  that  bane  of  human  happinefs,  will  be,  if  not  entirely 
aboliflied  in  Europe,  at  lead  lefs  frequent.  The  behaviour  of  the 
Spaniards  upon  this  melancholy  occafion  has,  as  is  faid,  formed 
a  complete  contrail  to  that  of  the  EngliCi.  They  not  only  rc- 
fufed  affidance  to  the  French  planters,  though  every  where  fur- 
rounded  by  their  Haves  ready  to  maffacre  them,  but  even  drove 
back  thofe  who  fought  fhelter  amongft  them,  and,,  with  the 
utmoft  indifference,  beheld  them  facrificed  to  the  fury  of  thofe 
brutal  and  enraged  favages.  Refpecling  the  origin  and 

CAUSE  OF  THIS  INSURRECTION, 

rnore  fatal  in  its  cffecSts,  we  believe,  than  any  that  ever  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  Weft  Indies,  little  account  is  as  yet  given.  I'he 
ariftocratic  party  in  France  throw  the  blame  upon  certain  po¬ 
pular  members  of  the  late  Nation.*!  Aflembly,  who,  being 
ftrenuous  advocates  for  liberty,  reprobated,  in  the'  fevereft 
terms,  the  flavery  of  the  negroes,  and  expreffed  thcmfelvcs  in 

too 
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too  unguarded  a  manner,  perhaps,  refpciSling  the  fate  of  thofe 
unfortunate  people.  Some  even  alTert,  that .  emifTaries  were 
font  out  to  make  them  acquainted  with  the  rights  of  man^ 
and  to  excite  a  fpirit  of  revolt  amongft  them ;  while  others  ac- 
cufe  the  Spaniards,  who  are  known  not  to  be  friends  to  the  new 
French  conftitution,  of  having  done  every  thing  they  could  to 
foment  this  rebellion.  Part,  or  all  of  thefe  caufes,  may  have 
operated  ;  but,  in  our  opinion,  this  lamentable  difafter  has  ori 
ginated  in  the  political  dilTenfions  among  the  planters  them* 
tyves,  which  the  negroes  have  confidered  as  affording  them  a 
favourable  opportunity  for  carrying  their  defigns  into  execution. 
A  little  time  will  throw  farther  light  on  this  fubje£f,  which 
at  prefent  is  involved  in  obfeurity;  in  the  mean  time,  it  is  to 
be  wiihed  that  the 

GOVERNORS  OF  THE  BRITISH  WEST-INDIA  ISLANDS 

I 

would  purfue  fuch  prudent  meafures  as  will  avert  a  fimilar  cala 
Dttity  from  them.  It  is  almoft  generally  allowed  that  the  French 
treat  their  flaves  witli  greater  mildnefs  than  the  Englifti.  If  this 
is  a  fa£l,  what  is  to  be  apprehended  from  our  negroes  fliould 
they  attempt  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  fubjedlioii  I  The  late 
efforts  made  in  their  favour,  in  the  Britifti  Houfe  of  Commons, 
with  which  they  cannot  be  unacquainted,  muff  have  infpired 
them  with  a  much  higher  fenfe  of  their  own  importance  than 
they  ever  entertained  before  ;  and  as  they  muft,  on  that  account, 
confider  their  flavery  as  unjuft,  an  inducement  is  laid  before 
them  to  emancipate  themfelves  as  foon  as  an  opportunity  offers. 
Though  we  wilh  the  flay e- trade  to  be  aboliflied,  we  mould  be 
forry  to  fee  an  end  put  to  it  by  fuch  defperate  means  ;  and  while 
wc  hope  that  the  neceflity  of  carrying  it  on  may  be  fuperfeded  by 
a  more  eligible  method  of  cultivating  the  fugar  iflands,  we 
exp  refs  a  fincere  defire  that  the  fons  of  Africa,  now  employed 
in  them,  may  be  reftrained  from  copying  the  example  of  their 
brcdiren  in  St.  Domingo,  and  be  taught  to  wait  with  patience 
till  it  fhall  pleafe  the  w»(<lom  of  the  legiflaturc  to  put  them  on 
an  equal  footing  with  other  Britifh  fubjecls.  T  he  infurrec- 
tion  in  St.*Domingo  is  not  the  only  objeft  of  the  kind  which  at 
prefent  engages  the  attention  of  the  French  National  Aflembly 
That  fpirit  of  difeord,  which  for  fome  time  paft  has  prevailed  at 

AVIGNON, 

has,  fince  its  union  to  France,  raged  with  redoubled  violence, 
and  produced  the  moft  horrid  fccnes  of  blood-ftied  and  murder 
Every  thing  there  is,  at  this  moment,  in  confufion,  and  many 
of  the  inhabitants  have  become  victims  to  the  fury  of  contending 
parties.  But  as  adminiftration  is  now  on  a  more  perrnanent  foot¬ 
ing  in  France,  the  National  Aflembly  will  have  Icifure  to  attend 
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to  the  Gtuation  of  this  diftrafted  place,  and  to  apply  fuch  remedies 
as  may  be  calculated  to  reftore  to  it  peace  and  tranquillity. 

DircSing  our  thoughts  homewards,  w’e  find  little  refpe<iing 
Great-Britain  that  can  at  this  juncture  afford  matter  of  fpecu- 
lation,  except  the  fate  of 

LORD  CORNWALLIS 

and  our  army  in  India.  Various  reports,  in  regard  to  his  ope¬ 
rations,  are  now  circulated,  fome  favourable,  but  others  of  a 
contrary  nature.  We  arc  told  that  he  has  been  repulfed ;  or  that 
he  was  obliged  to  dciift  frorn  his  plan  of  attacking  Seringapatam 
in  confequence  of  the  rainy  feafon.  To  information  delukory 
and  not  authenticated  little  credit  is  due.  The  public  fufpcnfc 
can  be  but  of  fliort  duration ;  and  with  authority  to  proceed 
upon,  we  fhall  refume  our  fpeculations.  The  arrival  of 

THE  DUCHESS  OF  YORK. 

in  the  Britifh  capital,  has  enlivened  fafhion,  and  animated  tht 
polite  world.  Places  of  public  refort  are  now  filled  with  beauty 
and  fplendour.  The  higher  ranks  vie  in  riches  andoflentation, 
in  order  to  be  diftinguilhed  by  this  .foreign  princefs;  and  all 
ranks,  agree  in  congratulating  her  arrival  in  a  kingdom  which 
has  naturalifed  and  adopted  her  for  its  own. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

TV  the  Av THORS  of  the  English  Review. 

Sirs, 

I  N  reading  fome  part  of  Mr.  Bofweirs  Life  of  Dr.  Johnfon^ 
^  which  came  lately  into  my  hands,  I  find  a  very  tmperfe^  nar¬ 
rative  (to  fay  the  leall:  of  it)  given  of  a  circumftance  wherein  I 
am  particularly  interefted.  1  owe  to  myfelf  the  juftice  of  fup- 
plying  thefe  defects,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  by  mentioning 
particulars  which  it  would  fcem  that  Mr.  Bofwell  has  forgotten : 
and  if  you,  Gentlemen,  fhould  choofe  to  give  thefe  particulars 
a  place  in  your  very  refpecSable  publication,  as  extenfivc  in  its 
circulation  as  diftinguilhed  by  its  merit,  I  fhall  confider  myfelf 
as  being  equally  benefited  by  your  impartiality,  and  favoured  by 
your  indulgence. 

I  had,  indeed,  the  honour  to  be  among  the  guefts  of  Mr.  Bof¬ 
well  at  the  Mitre  Tavern,  on  the  6th  of  Julv,  *763,  of  whofc 
converfation  he  giv.s  foinj  account,  Vol.  f.  p.  231.  Every 
reader  will,  I  believe,  acknowledge  the  propriety  of  one'pirc- 
.  liminary  obfervation,  which  Is,  that  I  certainly  had  a  right  to 
be  made  acquainted  with  the  purpofe  of  Mr.  Rcfv^'ell  to  lay 
before  the  public  the  ivarticulars  of  our  difeourfe,  fo  far  as  re- 

fpected 
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fpefted  myfelf ;  or,  if  he  had'  formed  no  AicH  purpofe,*  at  the 
time  when  I  received  his  invitation,  of  having  his  intention 
made  known  to  me  at  any  rate  before  it  was  carried  into  execua 
tion.  As  he  has  followed  neither  of  thefe  courfeS,  I  muft  take 
up  the  matter  as  he  has  left  it,  and  endeavour  to  do  to 

myfelf. 

Mr.  Bofwell  thinks  proper  to  fay^  that  I  chofe  unluckily,  as 
the  fubjeft  of  my  part  of  the  converfation  of  that  evening,  the 
praifii  of  rny  native  country.  A  very  natural  topic,  if  it  had  been 
fo,  but,  upon  that  occafion,  very  unfuitablc  indeed.  I  began 
this  hopeful  panegyric  by  faying,  that  there  is  fomc  very  rich 
land  around  Edinburgh.  Dr.  Goldfiriith  having  driven  me  im¬ 
mediately  from  this  fort,  by  a  fimple  aflertion  of  the  contrary, 
accompanied  with  a  fneering  laugh,  I  took  new  ground,  on 
which  he  fuppofes  1  thought  myfelf  pcrfcdtly  fafe ;  and  aflerted 
that  Scotland  has  many  noble  wild  profpefts.  Johnfon  replied 
to  this  obfervation,  by  comparing  Scotland  to  Norway  and  Lap- 
land,  and  excited  a  roar  of  applaufe. 

I  am  perfectly  fenfible  of  the  aukward  (Ituation  wherein  an  in¬ 
dividual  is  placed  who  is  obliged  to  make  himfelf  the  theme  of 
bis  own  difeOurfe ;  and  I  am  alfo  confeious  that  many  readers 
will  confider  the  particulars  of  a  converfation  wherein  that  in¬ 
dividual  is  folely  interefted,  as  being  wholly  unvvortliy  tlieir 
Upgard.  Of  thefe,  the  former  at  prefent  is  unavoidable,  and  the- 
latter  preferibed  by  Mr.  Bofwell.  Let  me,  therefore,  try  to 
make  the  belt  of  both  as  they  ftand. 

Our  author^s  memory  is  much  in  fault  when  he  fays  that  I 
introduced  any  fubjeft  of  converfation  when  I  was  bis  gueft  at 
the  time  abovementioned.  Shy,  inexperienced,  and  one  of  the 
youngeft  perfons  in  a  company,  of  whom  I  had  never  till  that 
time  feen  an  individual,  Mr.  Bofwell  excepted,  with  whom  I 
was  very  (lightly  acquainted,  I  went  there  with  the  purpofe  of 
liftening,  not  of  fpealung ;  and  of  receiving,  not  of  giving  in¬ 
formation.  I  believe  I  am  not  in  general  accufed  of  obtruding 
fubjedls  upon  the  perfons  with  whom  I  converfe.  And  of  all 
fubjedls  whatever,  the  praife  of  my  native  country  is  the  laft 
which  I  (hould  have  thought  of  introducing  in  the  company  of 
Engli(h  gentlemen,  of  whom  1  had  heard  that  one  was  invin¬ 
cibly  prejudiced  againft  it,  and  fufpeefed  that  all  might  be  under 
the  influence  of  unfavourable  prepofleffion.  Johnfoa’s  diflike  of 
Scotland  is  well  known,  and  formed  a  predominant  part  of  his 
chara£ler.  He  entered  into  the  fubjefl  himfelf,  and  launched 
into  an  account  of  that  kingdom  by  no  means  gratifying  to  a 
native  of  it,  with  that  energy  of  voice  and  gelliire  by  which,  as 
well  as  by  command  of  language,  he  was  at  all  times  eminently 
diflinguiihed.  During  this  time,  although  I  had  eyed' this  lite- 

rary 
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nry  dlftator  with  fome  attemion,  I  made  no  remark  of  any  kind 
vrhatcver.  But  1  now  began  to  feei  in  behalf,  of  -rhy  country  j 
jnd  I  ventured,  with  fome  timidity,  to  a(k  Dr,  Johnlbn  whether 
he  had  ever  been  in  Scotland  ?  Upon  his  anfwering  in  the  ne-p 
gative  to  this  queftion,  I  took  occafion  to  fay  (as  Mr.  Bofwell 


%ok  to  remain  filent),  that  although  Scotland  was  in  general 
Icfs  cultivated  than  England,  .the  face  of  the  country  more 
mountainous,  the  foil  perhaps  lefs  fertile,  and  the  feafons  furely 
more  unfavourable ;  yet  that  fome  particular  parts  of  North-^ 
Britain  were  certainly  equal  in  beauty  and  fertility  to  any  la 
England^.  ‘  And  I  mentioned  particularly,  if  I  rightly  remem- 
her,  the  counties  of  Lothian  and*  Fife.  I  do  not  recoiled  that 
I  faid  any  thing  concerning  its  wild  and  noble  profpeds.  Yet 
it  is  very  poflime  that  I  may  have  mentioned  the  rude  magnifi¬ 
cence  of  its  highland  regions.  To  all  this  Dr.  Johnfon  r<^lied 
fimply  in  thefe  words :  ‘  Sir,  I  believe  the  beft  thing  in  ocot- 
land  is  the  road  to  England.*  My  memory  preferves  no  ftronger 
trace  of  the  roar  of  applaufe  wherewith  fo  many  well-bred  men 
concurred  in  honouring  this  enunciation,  than  my  ear  retains  at 
diis  moment  of  its  found.  My  anfwer,  I  diftindly  recoiled, 
was,  that  opinion  was  the  judge  of  that  matter  5  and  that,  in 
mine,  the  beft  thing  in  England  was  the  road  to  Scotland,  for 
which,  I  added,  that  I  very  foon  propofed  to  fet  out.  Of  Dr.* 
Goldfmith’s  part  of  the  converfation  I  have,  no  knowledge. 
Certainly  I  ftiould  have  merited  cenfure  for  affirming  Aat  the 
country  around  Edinburgh  is  either  rich  or  poor;  for  although, 
I  know  that  the  environs  of  that  city  are  highly  cultivated,  I 
am  ignorant  of  the  quality  of  the  foil.  It  is  fcarcely  worth 
mentioning  that  we  pafled  from  this  fubje<ft  to  the  number  of 
inhabitants  in  North-Britain.  Johnfon  eftimated  them  (I  now 
believe  truly)  at  i,500,opo.  I  faid  I  believed  they  might 
amount  to  2,000,000,  and  fubjoined,  that  I  lived  myfelf  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  a  city  that  contained  about  20,000  perfons. 

Thefe,  Sirs,  are  the  particulars  of  the  only  converfation  I 
ever  had  with.Dr.  Johnfon.  I  have  often  had  occafion  to  repeat 
the  circumftances  above  mentioned  to  my  friends ;  although, 
without  haying. been  called  on,  I.lhould  not  have,  thought  of 
making  them  known  to  the  public.  I  cannot,  indeed,  authen¬ 
ticate  this  detail  by  Dr.  Johnfon’s  own  teftimony  ;  yet  the  note 
at  the'end  of  this  letter  will  perhaps  fatisfy  the  reader  that -my 
lhare  in  the  converfation  of  the  evening  was  not  quite  fo  frivo¬ 
lous,  when  I  was  led  into  it,  as  it  appears  to  have  been  in  Mr. 


•  1  have  here  delivered  the  fenfe  of  what  I  faid,  not  the  words  ia 
l^hlch  it  was  expreffed. 

Bofweirs 
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Bofweirs  account;  as,  to  THis  .cbhver&tioh  it  has  an  obvlous  I 
Inference*.  .  *  •  v  ,  •  .  I 

I  cannot,  in  the  concliifion  of  this  lette'ri  alto'getlier  overlook 
the  occafion,  which  the  fubjeft  of  it  preiehts.  Of  doing  juftieg 
to  my  own  opinion  of  the  charafter  of  this  great  man,  who, 
with  all  the  faults  and*  foibles  itizt  are  aferibeS*  to  him  in  the 
writings  of  his  contemporaries,  will  command  tHe  admiration  of 
"  future  ^ages  in  his  own.  While  I  fee  the  mind  of  Johnfon  ih 
the  compafs  of  his  underftanding,  the  fplendour*  of  his  imagU 
nation,  and  the  dignified  cadence  of  his  periods,  I  forget  the 
foibles  that  diminiln  its  radiance,*  foibles,  that  ought  now  to  be 
configned  for  ever  to  oblivion.  And  while  I  envy  the  fages  of 
antiquity  (whofe  friends  were  unflcilled  in  the  .  modern  art  of 
Jhading)y  their  claim  to  perfeft  approbation,  I  mark  with  afa- 
tisfadlion,  not  perhaps  altogether  deftitute  of  merit,  the  mind 
of  this  author  breaking  by  ftrong,  though  interrupted,  flalhei 
through  the  cloud  that  furrounds  it  in  thd  writings  of  his  ene¬ 
mies,  as  well  as  of  his  panegyrifts  ;  alternately  overfhadowed  by 
the  breath  of  envy,  or  enveloped  in  the  incenfe  .of  adulation. 

I  admire  his  genius,  Honour  his  principles,  love  his  virtues,  and 
refpcdf  his  memory. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Midmar^near  Abcrdeerty  Gentlemen, 

Oil.  29,  1791.  Yoiir  moft  obedient,  humble  fervant, 

Jv  Ogilvie. 


•  I  happened  to  be  frora’home  on  a  journey  of  fome  length  at  the 
time  when  Dr.  Johnfon  was  in  Aberdeen (hire^  and  faw  him  only  once 
after  the  6th  of  July,  1763.  I  fent  him,  however,  a  copy  of  my 
Inquiry  into  the  Caufet  of  Infidelity,  by  Mr.  Richardfori,  a  book- 
feller  in  London,  witt  a  (hort  letter,*  wherein  1  reminded  him  of  our 
meeting  at  the  Mitre  Tavern  as  an  event  that  might  have  been  erafed 
from  his  memory.  His  letter  to  Mr.  Richardfon,  who  tranfmitted  to 
him  the  book  along  with  the  few  lines  I  had  written,  is  now  before 
me  in  his  own  hand- writing. .  I  tranferibe  it  verbatim.  ' 

SIR, 

YOU.will  do  me  a  favour  by  returning  my  rcfpeAfuI  thanks  to 
Dr.  Ogilvic  for  the  kind  prefent  of  his  book ;  and  let  him  know  that 
I  take  ^^mifs  to  be  fufpefted  of  having  forgotten  him.  1  hope  we  fhall 
never  forget  each  other.-: - 1  am,  8ir,  . 

Your  humble  fervant. 


Feb.  23,  i783« 


Sam.  Jomnsoni 


Communtcationi-for  The  I^kclish  Revie vv  are  requejltd 
be  fent  ta  Mr.  Murray,  No.  32,  Fleet-ftrcet;  LoneJori;  nvbtre  Snf>* 
Jenihers  for  this  Monthly  F erf ormunce  are  ref^eftfully  dejired  to  gbvt 
tbiir  Harness 


